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little cause 


Ibe Jatetf niEi^ bK aerved 
g^tpcopyiieate-wtofaim 

-die start .titt 'been .aa* dc-'. 

case, 'adndi has 
j)ly diodced JEgyptiaa m> 
While a lowv 
court' htid'^cfisiiiissed the case 
a 9 iiDSt.Aba Zeid, the 
App^ • ComV anid finally 
iteQMtfrfCawafian — :fiie 
^.highest conit in'fiie land ^ 
M reversed die m&g; .de> 
dated Abn Zeid an J^oatsd, 
and ordered'his s^oration 
fiomhewils. 

Abii Zdd*s su p p u ite is -ate 
not- cdebraiiiig latek nil^ 

bowewt Acerrfii'g tit 

, Musia& Hasian, one of Ain 
Zeid*s lawyers, yesto^y’s 
tiding is undated to die' 
Court ci Cassatim ndmg, 
ladsoit we woo today is 
only to stop liu in^le- 
mentstinn of die Cairo Ap- 
peab Court's aepea&oa or- 
der" he said. The mln^ 'dM 
not nuOi^ die .Coiat of Chs- 
sadcm ftdxDg, hut made khn- 
posUe dir anyone to seek 

tfg ][| p 

And dsr Sanm El-6a@oiai, 
anoflier Abu Zdd lawyer, 
wiS ahv^ lenudn a nsdUy 
that ooe ctf Egypt's highest 
I cQuns [die Court of C^ssa* 
i^ued a nifiqg sq»p< 
aoDg a man fiom his wife be-' 
cause of Us faelie& AUduU 
follows are jnst atteupts 10 
stop die bleetfin^- bu ^ 

. wound is vcsy deep.” 


IMF delay 

D«ri£RNA:TO^ : 
e^' .EX-' 

redor MicfaJ ~ -QididBsaB- 
posguned avi^ibOiro d)^ 
week; but D<F; sources de^ 
med dial die dtiay, war] 
caused by aziy c fisagi eenaent 
bet(*«ea tbe two sides. Radh 
«t, dK souraestoldAMArau 
f^eekfy, Camdessus was 
needed at home, to pil^ 
o\'er h eated debates .abois 
fund management of Tted 
Woridd^ts. 

Camdessus was scheduled 
to meet Resident ih>aiiMn<- 


baiak and senior Egypdan 
oCBcuds to . discuss.. Ea^'s 


plans fiar economic rnm 
A co mp t d tepaive - :P^ I 
grnante - 1 )^ be given to ibe : 
IMF's exeendve ;boatd; on i 
11 Odobvi An ^eemect. 
h|eweett die two sides is 
iFeessary'ibr E^pt to i^' 
tn SSS billion, m. ddbt res , j 
I dneahte ?aiis 

of Western cn i di tois. - ' 


Spoils dfWBtr 

TEE CuLtIIRB niGBn^ 
,teid of .tlte. SigiR^ 
Cbuncd of And^uiies 
CSCA\ Faibiik Bosm;.mid' 
yesttidqr dot dm^. file 
Badr.' 9 $ war gam^ sAuch 
■ended a wede fisee a>- 
dque SfawqitB statoef -tod 
Some caQQpic _ jais' wm 
foimd in soin&m-^jpi^ 
ports Ashr^- AM^. 
MoMfan.Hdsol'is dedans 
don came dia he received a 
fdiDiie. can fiom Mmi^ of j 
DefenieeRusteinTant^ 
fewning him of file .cfi^ 


coveiy. 

- ShwqMe statues are small . 
muBonnSed figures 'buried; 
witt die dead .both' and said 
to be a^sjcaily biCN^ to 
1 to serve tbebo^ in the 
I aceorffing to', F!«f. 

Taomcbdkfi. . 1 ! 


INSIDE 


SalwM A SatiMni,...:.:p. 1 S ; 
Motwmiiict Ilf Ahweit p 12 
Adal 8 nb«t........:.AM...p:i 2 ' 

Mi ...pn- 


JsmesZod^- 


-r--T-PS« 


-P.R 


Carnal 



Fartif J. 
OmmuI 


XaflAiAli 

.zHntiL.^is 




Matpiaeacein 

privaUtiBbon- 


pntothaMrtecpeo^; . 

HbMlafl ben » sl 8 y....*..::,..pA 
Kate toss cQinfart -P-^ 


-Oade-apread Oft te daabiad 
.fegBrtC.- .-U^'r^-ppiteaiT 


. Boifld MbIpk 

OMtoeh 



Education 

Minister 

Bahaeddin, 

Inteiview,.,».....p 2 

Portrait 

by Bahgoiy.»»p 10 


PubBAed hi Cabo by AL>AHRAM cstaUUed hi 1875 




26 September -2 October 1 99 d 20 Pages 


P.T .75 


tceelebrate 

(? 2 A*S_ ijfgeat ' Aftes' 


fan ear-* 

' lis' rdmg.;to separate ™i- 
; vraQr . profieasor Naa 
I Hmaed.An-.ZeSd-fioin h^| 
inft hwwnitohts wrifn^ oc 
4 ten him an qiostai^ 
s^drti ■'Khakd Etawond. ' 
Afa^MdandMswifelbfihal 
•Yanis are now living' in sdf-.. 
i pyp ^ eidle. in die.NetbeF-.. 
hB^in the fint the 
is .tentemofuit .to. a 
te . dir fixeir Mllw^ 

I die. bands of TnWito- ' mn. 



In New York, reports Hoda Tawfik,-Amr Moussa issued yet 
anotfier warning, and in Jerusalem and the rest of the 
Occupied Territories, Paiestinfans took to the streets 


. Patesthuatt' ppliee and 'IsraaE. sot- 
in gun near 
file selfnile Jown .of RantfEah 
jeataday ' as' dots eanmted in- Je- 
mmkm^fite:West Bank — ibe : 
' vkdeM tece file 1987-93 

htj&da agamgrTgwp'new^l^ ^ 

- .The .viokba ate. toadied ofif 
by Isiad's ebn^tette of a tnoneL 
'WidclL pesKS nndteeath. le- 

ziiadem's Al-Aqn Mo^B com- 

•poimi^. ."Item's ' dnid .holiest, 
dinne.. ' . 

' Yesterduy's gun battle erupted 
near an Jteeli army dieckpbint 
SOU& ^BnebaSd^ vteoe Israeli 
troops, had tried fix- boiBB to break 
iqi a protest by moro than 1,000 
Ftesnman stone^diECMvecs. . 

. Acebrffing to Ibe Assodsted. 
Vrem, tevend bursa .of anttmafic 
fire, were aimed at the TgraeW 
troops, wbo took cover and then 
letunucLfire. Israd Radio said the 
Palcatedans who opened fire woce 
'pdGce nnifoiins. 

.teg. Gen. Ua Dsyim, Isndi 
aumnaiidfr of the West Bate, 
s^ the troops were being toed 
igKn finm a tawing oootraned 
1 ^ Yasser Aiakt's Palestinian 
ocBial Aufiiodty. 

IsAd Rite) later said Isradi 
trocte had ' entered Paleslinian- 
hda fi«wwifig*« in pusoit of gun< 
men wbo had fired at fi»^ fiom. 
insde the WestBank dty.'Tbem- 
dio said it was the first time Isiise- 
fi soldkp had enter e d a sd^nde .. 
enclave sinoe iwa^t b^an handr ' 
ing over parts of file Wte Bate 
and Gaza Stiu) toPalestiaian s^ 
mieinlSJW: 

At 'least 148 Palestinian |»o- 
testers were hurt m-Ramdlah 
dndng the cooise of the day, as 
-Istadi liocgM fired iteaiuntiiu- 
tear gas 

to taOte tgi stone-fipowing n* 
ate, AP. sa^- Ute ftendi news 
agney AFP said' two Pat. 
estefttewegldUed.. . .. 

"'hraidi Bnywi^ - 



‘Israel is called upon..’ 


IN an address to the UN General Assembly, Foreign Minister Amr Moussa brought to the 
anenUon of ibe world fears of an impeaiding diicftgfgr in the Palestinian territories, as a 
result oflsrael's feiluie to honour hs agreements witb Yasser Arafat's P^estinian 
Aiifiiority. 

Moussa presented the Assembly with a chronicle of events since Binyamin 

Netanyahu became prime minister oflaael last May, emphasising Israel's foot dragging. 

As Palestinian protests broke out in Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gare Strip, Moussa 

urged Igael “to put an end to Its practices in Jenteleny achy where any rig hts dial fffwM 
be claimed by Iteel are outweig)ted by Arab rights white are more ancient, nnri 

authoitic than many of the Israeli clamw on ite city.** 

Moussa said that in tfie past few months the Middle Fa«* had undergone **a crisis that 
almost broke ^ back ofibe peace process, resulting from fiteheshation of the Israeli 
government vis-a-vis the agted fondameitials of peace... Action on all peace tracks was 
deadlocked and the peace process stagnated’* 

Moussa said the dtellock had not been broken by the Necoyahu-Arafat meeting. “We 
are not keen to see hand.shflkfts or wide smiles being photographed, but rather substantive 
developments,** be said. “Thus, what is required and what we sh^d all strive to do is to 
guarantee fiiat commitmeixts are implemeDted, that serious negotiations are held and no 
time is wasted." 

Moussa urged the “entire world to follow up file matter with us m full vigflance and not 
permit any retiogte ssi oo or man^aulatiaD.'* Dtearingthm a permanent contractual peace 
between Palestine and Isiad remained the ultimate o^ective, Moussa said this peace 
should “fulfil file national aqinationsoftiiePtestinian people white culminatemthe 
ID selfdetermmBtion and fee establitenmt of the state of I^estioe." But it should 
realise security for laael and ^ all parties m an equal footing, he added. 

listing Arab de ten ds, Moussa said: “Israel is cafled upon to desist fam its setflement 
policy, inteiding settlement expaMOo. and its policies of closing the Ocoqued 
Temtorie^ besiegmg the Palestinian people, starving them md demftiishTng their houses.” 

*l 8 nd is called upon to honour hs commitments, namely file redeployment of its troc^ 
outside Hteacpandto resume, wittiDut any proCT ate oatico, negotiations on fee foal 
status,” Moussa said. 

He adtel that “a just and coogxeheiu|vepeace is the cener-stooe of stability in the 
texldle East. Dmpite the obstinate poshioo of the new Israeli govennnent towmds the 
pearepiocess,ii^iteousDess alone wU eveatu^prevaiL Peace will impose itself, 
psoptued Ity desire of the peoples of fee legion, includt^ the pec^e of larel, to live in 

genuine peace.” 

AEuropeandtegaietOfeeUNtoldAi-AArom Weekly tfaatFgypl*« ar gument was ' 
*Io 9 cal, hi^ity dqfiomatic and Qfiealitig to the go^ reasoD of the world, gathered at the 
UN. Af^ ^ we believe in file rights crf’people winch the charter of the UN 
acknowledged.” 

Other Atte and European dei^ntes agreed that Moussa *s speete had made a strong 
impression OD delegates because Egypt's views are shared ity other nations. 

Moussa said that “Syria is ready to resume the negotiations that Israel requested to 
su^iead lart February . Ibe starting ptext should be fittm where the negotiatioifi ended, 
white is fair, and in conformity the Madrid fiamewoik and the prim .'iple of land-for- 

peace. ndnte is right” 


pteta.' A motv 


XBhKB to woctzrieiL 
aaa ari .tedwenvor. of - 



jr. '^eare tDoteing file 
: of OOT«yMtqict^”.Netejg^^ 

Patestimau Idide^.Yaste Aiafet denouiicfid fiie tunnel 


. 8 M ntHginos rights and 

c 0 ed for a'teannetcial .tefte 'and protest marches yes- 
tetd^F- '• 

. Ibe Pates fi pB a ns also portponed a. round of Xsraeli- 
Ptesstinieapteuie tafite feat fau been steedoled fix’ today, 
)dn% to Palestinini negoiti^ Sate Ernkat Isr^ 


mid fee taOs 'urinld be held on ,femd^ 

: . Anfet btemed Israd file vfoleooe. "lUs is an es- 
calation Ity the laaeB g pven in aenf<gama our people vdio 
are protesting -^inst a tenateing of fee Epoce] agee^ 


tritev* he rqitetete outside hir Ota City head- 


.quatfers. . V 

Yesterdays vioieore.feaiked file wcKStcrias yte in fe- 
late-Pales&nan rdatiems, which have been fettering 


riiice' Ntetoyafau won fiie pailinnaitaty . electious in 
M^. Arafet baswaziiEd lsracv anewiqirisingcould 
omtif Ntitatty^ stitesto his'hardUne 
iW clashes in Itemansh b^an when about 1,000 
estinians, xn^ of them school students, marelted 
alor^the main higfeway to protest a^inst fee coatylctioD 
of the tnnneL Whoa the pnrtesten reached an IsraeU anny 
teetepoint smifir of fee city, fitey be;^ bixzn^ tires and 
fivowtog stcBies at aolfeera who leaponded -wife live am- 
• siuiution, rubber bullett aodteargas. 

AP quoted doctors at Ramallah hospital as sityxog 148 
p rote st ers were treated, most of fiiem for rubber budlet in- 
jnriA and tear ^ inhaigtion ibree bad beat wounded 
by live sminuDitioo, mcludnig one who was in a crit^ 
oonfition wife a bidlet in fee teesL 
"We don’t have eoou^ beds,” arid fee bo^ntal diw eto i , 
Sbawid Barb. "We app^ fin-people to donste blood.” 

In another incident outside Jermnlem’s walM old city, 
riot police aimed wife dobs broke tq> a march led by M- 
ftstinian I^naoce Minister Motaamed Nashasfaibi arc fiie 


teief Muslim cleric of Jmsalem, Ikxana Sabri 
*Tbey are ciimiDals,” riiouted the ddedy Nateasluln af- 
ter be was puriied to the ground ^ tror^ '^eianyalm is 
an enemy of peace." Saba was sli^hfiy mjuced by a botde 
thrown by a Palestinien protester. 

On Salaheridm S&eet, the eastern sedor’s main shopping 
centre, poops teased Falesdiuan stone-ifarowen. Ibree 
protesters caught by officers were beaten wife chibs. 

Clashes also enqxed dsewbere in Arab East Jemsalem 
and fee West Bask towns of Uteron and Bethlehem. And 
k Gaza City, about S,000 Palestinian 2n^ steotri stu- 
dents bomed an Israeli Sag and chanted “Deatb to the 
criminal Netanyteo.” 

The Tslamic Resistance Movemeiit Hamas, in a state- 
ment released in Beirut caOed for a lelaimcli of the In- 
tifede end uxged the PalestiniBa Authority to halt all self- 
rule negotiatiozis wife IsivL 
Ibe statement, which was signed by Uamas* Amman 
spokesman Ibrahim Gbosbe, caDed on the Palestinian 
people and fee Islamic wodd “to save Al-Aqsa Mosque, 


Jerusalem and Palestine before h is too late.” 

Netanyahu, during a visit to Paris yesterday, said die 
Palestinian prote s t s were caused by dirinfonniitiftn and 
sqxpealed for a return to calm. 

Speaking to reporters after talks with Freote President 
Jacques Cliixac, Netanyahu said the violence might cause 
a delay of a day or two in talks planned wife the PaJ- 
esiioian National Authority for today. But both sides re- 
tamed a vital interest in continuing the peace negotiations. 

*Tbe attempt to portray this as an attack on Arab holy 
places is totally u^ouaded, totally incommensurate wife 
the feds and totally incotnmensiirate wife our pcfiicy of 
reaped for the Islamic holy places,” he said. 

Anfet's PaleatbuaD National Authority has reacted an- 
grily to the tunnel wnk. saying Israel was creating fects 
which would mrice final status negotiations over the fu- 
ture of Jerusalem futile. Erdkat, the Palestinian negtv 
tiaior, said that if Netanyahu studi to bis hanUine posi- 
tioDB, “it’s going to lead both Israelis and I^estmians 
bate to...disBsler and confiontatioiL” 


Analysis 


The opposite of peace 


In the fir^ 1<k) days of his premiership, Netanyahu has all but destroyed the peace process. 
V^^ ciouds are gathenng on the region's horizons, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem 


-lie clashes between Palestinians and Is- 
. rate Ibn^ that loteed East Jerusalem and 
nte r o n cn Taeiday and Wednesday 
bTO Hgbt to rqit wq i tm aon a week of son- 

• inedi^ lasions between Istad and its sev- 
otalAite *^peac^ partoers. 

lie Jetnsalon prottet was apaxkied by B- 
.xad’s tfisoeet. opening fie xagfat before, of 
a 488*metre tnmel, osteoably to. enable 
- tourists to "view aiehaeotog^ site^ be-. 
' neafe fie WaSiiig Wa^-I&s tntmd bur- 
. lows imda Jerns&m’s Pome of fie Rote 
and AI-Aqsa; Mdsqu^ olcciqned Ity Isiaei, 
tn. tte -1967' war, whose eventnak own-, 
eoihip'is cqipo^ to beiesrrived in Oslo’s 
final .S tate nteod yia us. Al-A^ Moiripe 
' f« Talm *e rirmniflfieWalnineanerfleK^ 

ba in Mra and fee Fns^ Motaah^s- 
'Mosque in. Me(fina,'bofe.m Saufe Aralna. 
PafedbtianSr.Tiew.'coostinctions like .fie 
.fmari - as pfri^mp t u ig Jenisalem's -final 
' 'sbfee as an estduriv^ Jewite City, which 
'-.is ^rity. lw n d red s sfcamril'fee tamiA’s new- ■ 
.'eotiance.' feroA bmider pcfiiee foicte le- 
. qiffeded bijefty seabng off -fee Wa& 
md ndfeer bullets and ter gas at fie 
protesters, ngnring seveiaL- 
'In Hdnm^'aiDinid 500 Pslestinians dem^ 
o ustMted fiarfeie aewind fine in eight .daya 
to « i a m anif fee Opening of fie city’s ves". 
eiaNe'iBtekBi^ in line wife the Isnd-PLO 
i wtawm a g f M m w w t aghri Igst yeg. The ' 

recE eiBty bn^ up fie prot^ arrest^ 
-FalofenaDS sw bstiing others, m- 
/»iiiifing PalestiBiatt L^^attve Comwil 

• yfMwwba r pawan AsIwiMW- . . 

The Tiofaoce made the Occupied Ter- 
ritories s-eoiifeided .wife a'letmo to bostO- 
ities in occq^ Soufe Lrinan. Between 
19^ Sqitember, a. series of teimiife e s ^ 
I^.twp Tsradi .scufeets and five Lteanes e • 


jjf 1^ vfeibty dqdoyed aroond 17,0C0 of 
fei totimated 35^000 . trooiw in.Lteenoo' 
fiom Besut to'tbe Bdcaa Vtfiley anid. dm-~ 
. inously fbr &ari»i die noirfim .slopes of 
Mount Hetmon. soudtotn rippes are 
wifiiin the 1a^ ocaqriedGotan.Heirifis 
a^fee ate offitolsi^-anay's.miaiLeaie- 
ly waxitiqg station. On 23. Sqrtember, 
aota. jomed'fie' its xadto wmounemg- 
..fie mofveiBSBt^or i*andnwfa pf XjwBiese " 


soldiers to just north of the occrqiied zone. 

-Hie likud government greeted fiiese lat- 
eri tusis in te “peaceT process wife of- 
ficial cratenDt. ^ the Jerusalem protests, 
.the dty's-I^Dd mayor, Ehud Ofan^ in- 
risted diat matters lite exca^teting tbe 
Dome of die Rote were “not subject to po- 
litical negotiations because Isael was 
-sovereign in die city.” IsraeTs army chief 
of staf^ Amnon Stuhab^ said tiiat die loss 
^ two Israeli solducs in a single day in 
Soofix Lteanon should not be described as 
an "escalatitei” He refieined fiom say^ 
vfeat it feould be called. As for die S^iao 
■ troop moverneots, Israeli jmme mmister, 
.Bmyamin Netanyahu dismissed tiiem as so 
mute psychological {nessise designed to 
force Isi^ into maUng “unilateral cmi- 
cesrions to \teite Syria had become bar 
Ifeuated with fee previous government” . 

- But not .all Tg^Hs are so complacent 
■*ibe prime mimstte* sees ooe fricture,” 

. said tedcr of fiie uppoeiti on Merotz bloc, 
Yossi Sand, on 17 Sqimber, “and I see a 
emxmletriy diSbresxt one. We sae <m fee 
finteiold of a conflict witii Syna^feete is 
aiift.betweoi us and Rgypt; -wife fiie.Ral- 
estiafens, a ctisb of omxfidene^ wife the 
' Aiab -wteid, stalemate.,. The huddle East 
is .teaser flte it has been for years .and 
yoo^printe mmister, say: be calm.'^ • 

. Ixi' fec^ Israel ia not “cahn" ab<^ the 
eunent criris, official ihetmic aside. Ao- 
■wwding to ggygftftftntp from Israel's nul- 
itazy int^igeiDce; Syria's new concentia- 
..tion 'of forte ffiXteanOD, ffmamtained, 
has incieased tbe risk .of war between fee 
.two .countries fiom !*veq^ riqbf” ^ **00 
tos^lnqBobabte" Thte are two reason 
f^ tfai^ say routeft 

Rist, vteile glia's movement of soIt 
diera to' the Bdku may be viewed as 
' fonrive, its positioniDg-on Mount Rermon 
easables its amty to undertake a surprise at- 
tack on the Goian — a rehearsal of the 
Syrian cnumando BManitts white, to| 
wife Egan’s re cap t ure of the. Suez 
kiteedoffihe 19'^Oeto^War.lhesec- 
OQcLreasmL is titel the pteseiiM of so many 
Syrian a^ Lebanese troops in and around 
Snte Lteanon the risk of their 

" emaqg l e menr in Isis’s war . against 


Hizbullah. It is a miscalculation Israel 
would appear to eish to a^id, but, as for- 
mer army chief of staff sad Labour mem- 
ber of partjameut Ehud Barak warned on 
18 S^itember, "It is very easy to mis- 
calculate.” 

Eaaer stfil when every Israte politiciac 
— mchidiDg Netanyaffl] — urKlerstands 
file political message bdahid Syria's mil- 
itary manoeavrm in Lteanon. U was 
tolled out by ex-towzuer Shimon Peies at 
a special aessitei ofibe Knesset on 17 
tember. “Netanyahu came up wife tbe biil- 
Uaot idea of Lteanoa Fiik, white im- 
mediately dissolved,” said Peres. *Tt 
to tSyrian Presidem Assad]: We have a 
heamidie in Lebanon, help us; you have a 
heafetebe in fee Golan Heights, stick wifii 
it Anyone wbo thini« that Syria will give 
iqr on the entire Golan Hdgfes and wiU 
leave Lteanon because it bted there is a 
new government in Israel a ^Ropegatixig 
baseless illusions.” 

Netanyahu knows fiiat to ease fiie ten- 
sion in Lteanon be wttl have to resume 
n^tiatioas wifii Syria. Syife has made 
it .crystal dear dot any re su mption must 
be grounded on w anderstandings 
reached wife fee jxeyious Isnuli govern- 
ment, namely pern in retain for Israel's 
witb^wal fiom the “entire Golan 
Netanyahu says he is prepared 
to "esesnuse ideu presterecT in fee past, 
felt that his govenimeat will not be 
bound by; feem. Syria's response is to 
ready^ its army in Lebanon. For good rea- 
son: if there are no oegotiatioas, there is 
no tikelihood of pettec; end if there is do 
peace, then feere is its opposite — -war 
and die potential for war. 

One hundred days into his governance, 
Netanyteu appears unable to gr^ this 
sinqtle equation. The ill wind his gov- 
ernment has whipped iqi in Daotescus, 
C^iro, Jeru^em and Hebron is due to 
Netanyahu's conviction fiiat he and li- 
kud can maintain a de fecto posture of 
no war and no pace. The post-Madrid .. 
and post-Oslo reality, however, is that R 
is going to be either peace wife tbe Ar- 
abs or war wife ihem, but that both, for 
wfll cmne at a price. 
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Mystery death 
in London police hands 


Mystery continues to shroud 
the death of an Egyptian 
graduate student after being 
taken into custody by the 
London police. But as 
Abdallah AbdeKSalam 
reports from the British 
capital, a political connection 
has been ruled out 


Neaiiy six weeks sfter the in police custody of Ahmed 
Mobamed El-Gammal, an Egyptian studying for a PhD in 
London, the circumstances of his death remain a myste^. 
However, El-Gammal's uncle, a professor at the UoiversiQr 
of London, has ruled out the possibility that he mi^t have 
been targeted fay foreign “quarters’', as some press reports 
have suggested. And a spokesman for the Egyptian consilate 
in TfOndnn that the case *^ 18 S no political dimen- 

sion.” 

El-Gammal was anested on 12 August Police source said 
ofiBeers gone to a house, whose nature the police did not 
specify, to investigate a con^ilaint from the occupants that an 
assault was in progress. Q-Gammal, the 33-year-old as- 
sailant, was taken into custody. 

According to the police, a police physician determined that 
El-Gammal's condition did not require hospital treatment 
anH he was taken to the police station. But at 3J2Sam, he col- 
lapsed in his cell. First aid was administesed waiting 
for an amhulance, but he died 20 minutes later. A post mor- 
tem examination the following morning established that the 
death was die result of heart f^ure. 

lUcb^ Ofier, a spokesman for Police Cmnplunts Author- 
ity, an independent body responsible for inv^gating com- 
plaints a gainst the pouce, said the investigation of El- 
Gammal’s death would continue for another 70 days. ‘The 
investigation is still in its early stages arul it is difficult to 
draw any cooclusions,” he said. 

It emerged that the alleged assault and the arr^ had taken 
place at a vicarage, and tiiat the vicar had been tiie target of 
the assault. But the Police Cooqtlaints Authority spolmman 
declined to divulge details of die vicar's testimony. 

The student's uncle, Ab^-Latif El-GammaL a professor 
of Arabic literary criticism at University of London, told 
AI-Akram WeehJy that he was informed by police of his 
nepb^'s de^ on the evening of 13 August The uncle 
quoted police as saying that his nephew, 'mio had no pre- 
vious acquaintance widi die vicar, bad knocked on the door 
of die vicarage, made his way inside and began wieckmg the 
furnrture. In an ensuing argument the studmt broke the vic- 
ar’s nose. 

The two policemen who went to the vicarage were them- 
selves assaulted by EI-GammaL but managed to overpower 
'and arrest him- A doctor who examined bodi the vicar and 
the El-Gammal ordered the former to be taken to hospital but 
allowed police to take the latter into custody on the grounds 
that his conation did not require hospital treatment 

The uncle said that police bad informed him that the death 
was die result of heart feilure. However he did not believe 
that the death was due to natural causes because his nephew 
did not have a heart condition. 

According to die professor, Ahmed El-Gammal came to 
London in 1989 after obtaining a degree in science from Me- 
noufiya University in 1986. He married a British woman in 
1992, obtained an MA from Queen Mary’s Colley in 1994 
and then be;^ woikii^ for a PhD in pme maffaernatics at 
London’s City University. A distinguiriied student El- 
Gamma! had been given a full scholai^ip and was expected ' 
to finish his doctorate in two years, the professor said. 

Asked about the student’s relationship with the vicar, ibs 
professor said that he believed the two men did not Imow 
each other. “But it is possible that the vicar was trying to 
make it up between Ahmed and his wife, whose marriage 
had broken up 18 months earlier.” 

But why had he attacked him? “Perhaps an argument broke 
out between them for reasons unknown to us,” the professor 
responded. 

Anodier possibility, hu added, was fod'hiS'Oephew was be- 
ing followed and had Stored die vicar’s bouse to hide from 
his pursuers. He said that El-Gammal had rqieatedly men- 
tioQ^ to hini that he was bong followed. 

So coulcT El-Gammal have been targeted by foreign “q|^- 
ters,” as some press repoi^ have suggested, because he sjpe- 
cialised in pure nuuhematics and, possibly, nuclear science? 

the profesaor replied. “Alnned was singly a student 
He hadn’t made any scientific discoveries. So 1 rule out .this 
possibility. Perhaps, there are personal matters diat are un- 
known tt> os.” 

In the professor’s view, the case “has no racist overtones. 
My objective is to establish the reasons for Ahmed’s death, 
whether it was deliboste or the result of negligence.” 

He claimed the police had made ctmtradictoiy statements, 
retracting their origiiial account which said that Ahmed had 
been exmnined by a doctor before being taken to the police 
station, and instead saying that be bad not seen a doctor. 

The professor said be saw no reason to question the po- 
lice's assertion that there was no prior acquamtance between 
Ahmed and the vicar. “However, the way Ahmed was treated 
did not seem to be nornuL The truth needs to be found out” 

Piara Power, chairman of West Ham Monitoring Proj^ a 
groiqi that defends minorities, said the groiqi was providing 
the uncle with l^al assistance to unravel the mysteries of die 
case. “The group has established that Ahmed was a man of 
character and serious in his work. The group will support the 
oncle of the deceased until the truth is est^lished and until 
the cu^ts — if there are any — are brought to justice,” 
Power said. 

A spokesman for the Egyptian Consulate in London said 
the consulate was in constant contact widi the uncle as well 
as tte investigating authorities. This is the first time that 
such a misfortune has befallen an Egyptian citizen in London 
and it is in everybody’s interest to establish die truth,” die 
spokesman said. 

Despite the mystery that continties to shroud the case, he 
insisted that “it his no polrtical dimension whatsoever.” 

The spokesman su^ested two possibilities: eidier Ahmed's 
death was natural and the result of heart failure, or police 
had overstepped their liimts and used violence t^ainst him. 
**We need to know the real reasons behind the deadi of a 
own who bad no previous heart condition,” die sjpokesman 
said. In cases of police violence, it was particolaHy mqwrtant 
tto the individiiiils reqxmsible should be Inou^ to justice, 
the spokesman added. 

He doled that “foreign hands” were involved in the case, 
he described as an “individual incident”. 
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Minister of 
Education Hussein 
Kamel Bahaeddin 
is in the limelight 
once again, as 
debate rages over 
the new private 
universities, and 
state universities 
open their doors to 
double their usual 
quota of high 
school graduates. 
He talked 
exclusively with 
Amira Howeidy 



Education in transition 


Hussein Kamel Bahaeddin has been minister of 
education for the past Jive years. He is known 
for taking daring and ojien hi^ify controversial 
decisions, such as the un^cation of school uni- 
Jbrms vddeh profubited gjrls from wearing the 
veil in primary schools cm the ni<pb in the uni- 
versities. And. in tfrda- to upmrade s^tmdary 
school education, he iniroduoM a new two-year 
system for die secondary school cert^icale. In 
diefolhrwing intaww with Al-Afaram Weekly, 
Bahaeddin eqtresses corfidence that state-run 
universities vml be able to handle a record num- 
ber of siudaits this acatbmic year, but voices 
the riew diat additional criteria are n^edfor 
the nevriy-estdblished private universities. 

You were quoted as saying that this year’s 
large oumbtf qf secmiduy school graduates 
uill be easify absorbed by the state uni- 
versities. How is that possible ? Did yon ap- 
point additional staff? 

We do not have a shortage of university teadi- 
ing staff; in we have more than we need in 
some fields. The rixxtage exists 
in rare qxteialisations ^y, but 
geneidiy we don’t have a prob- 
lan. 

We 01 ^ want to die 
best use of the available human 
lesouioas. fo SOTte departmenls, 
tbere are more dian 40 pno- 
fessois and only 10 of diem ac- 
tually teach the students. The 
number of enrolling students 
this year has been detetnuaed 
by die Higher Council fix- Uni- 
versities, and we did not force 
the universities to acc^ a bur- 
den winch diey could hot cope 
wHh. 


sitiona] periods, and this is what we have here. 
A law was passed for a new ihanaweya aroma 
and diis change could not be made overnight So 
there has to be a transitional period until 1997 so 
that we can tqip^y This new law pn^ieriy. After 
that, there will be one ^stem only. 

As for the other forrign certificates, they exist 
we have foreign language schools and 
we cannot prevent students from studying in 
.those sclxmls. Ihus we have the IGCSE, the 
American Diploma and the G erman Abitur. This 
happens all over the world, not only in Egypt 
We don’t suffer from Awligm in our state 
sc^ls. 

But thb system has created a ddicate ritua- 
tion in wMeh the less affluent study for the 
difficult Egyptian ihanaweya amma whQe the 
wealthy go for the easier fiDre^ certificates. 
The thamiwQfa amma certificate has been de- 
veloped to be just as easy. The year is divided 
into terms and students can choose what they 
want to study, niiicfa is the same basic principle 


'ft js likely that systems will over- 
lap during transitional periods, 
and this is what we have here. A 
law was passed for a new tha- 
naweya amma and this change 
couid not be made overnight So 
there has to be a transitional pe- 
riod undl 1997 so that we can 
apply this new law properly’ 


The committee studied plans that were sub- 
mitted to die cabinet in 1994 and approved 1^ 
the Minisciy of EducatiotL The cabinet sai4 
however, the criteria in the private uni- 
versity law were not enough, so new criteria had 
to be laid down by a ministerial committee. 

When the new cabinet was formed,^ a trend 
that supports private investment became evident 
in its policies. So the cabinet decided to confine 
itself to the orginial criteria contained in the (aw 
in Older to encourage the establishment of the 
private universities without tying them down 
with obstructions diat could hinder their growth. 

When die foor nniverstties were finally es- 
tablished, it beeme clear that tbere was a need 
fyf additional criteria. This is under active con- 
sideration at pteseoL 


What kind of criteria are yon considering? 
We are still studying diem, in consultation with 
university heads. 



Bnt the scientific equipment 
in the applied science faculties has not been 
upgraded for years; so how can they handle 
si^ a large number of students? 

Over the -past three ye^ Ftesideot Hbsm Mu- 
barak gave os an addxtiaii^ LE150 miliion over 
and above our fixed budget to finance la- 
boratories and libraries, purchase conqniteis and 
other equqxnenL The state has never been ti^ 
with money as for as we are concerned. 

But edncational experts complain fliat, com- 
pared to other comrtiics, not enough money is 
being spent on edneation. 

The etmeation budget has increased dramat- 
ically. Allocations edneatim in the second 
five-year sodai-eeonomic development plan 
amounted to LE2.6 bfllion but rose to LEI 1.8 
billion in the third plan. The education budget in 
1981 was less tiiaa LE2 bfilion. This year it rose 
to LE12.1 billion. Thus we can see that there has 
been a large increase in spending. 

We should note that tiie education budget 
amounts to 6 J per cent of tiie national income, 
which is not a «™il percentage by any means. 

The past few years witn esse d a namber of 
radical changes in the edncational system, 
leauUi^ to irragnlar sitnations sod as having 
two secondary school certificates and two 
school years joined in one. Why does foe min- 
is^'s policy seem so unstable? 

It is likely tto systems will overhp during tran- 


as the foreign certificates. TTus is why the tha~ 
naweya amma is easier now and it explains the 
high madcs obtained by many students tiiis year. 

Because of these hi^ marlrs, tiiere seems to 
be a timid to force die students to enroD in 
li4h<^ institutes instead of imlvcrsities. 

No, tins is not true. The rate of registration in in- 
stitutes is the same as last year. As a matter of 
feet, die chances of joining a top feculty in a top 
university have improved. In some defurtoients. 
the rate of student accqitaoce has inoeased by 
80 per cent 

After the cabinet af^roved die csteblisiiment 
of fhur private nniveixities, dw prime min- 
ister foxined a committee to evaluate dieir 
performance. Why hasn’t it started work? 

The committee was formed for one purpose and 
that was to study a plan which was submitted for 
the establishment of private universities in com- 
pliance witii the law. The committee met and ap- 
proved the of four private uni- 

versities. After that, during a cabinet meeting, 
tiie president said we have to be careful and 
must have an opportunity to evaluate tiie per- 
fbrmaoce of the fiMir universities. He also said 
that certain critoia must be laid down and, right 
now, we are in the process of doing this. 

So the role of this committee was limited to 
evalnadng plans on paper? 


But win the private universities wait until this 
work is completed? 

No, they will not wait We are just going to lay 
donra additional criteria that could he^ them 
tnqnove their performance. 

According to a report issued by the National 
Coondl for Education, the four universities 
did not meet any of its criteria. Why hasn’t 
this report been taken Into consideration? 
These criteria were the ones laid down tiie 
previous cabinet but tiiey were not applied be- 
cause the policy then was different ^m now. 
Tltet is why we are only flying the criteria 
contained in the law. But once these universities 
became a reality, the need arose for additional 
criteria. 

Many have voiced concern because the law 
did not set a ceiling on tiie profits the luu- 
versides wfll be altowed to make. What is 
your comment? 

1 share the same concern because, historically, 
all the profit-making educational institutes in the 
advanced countries have failed. And all the cen- 
tres of excellence in the universities in the ad- 
vanced countries are nonprofit oiganisations 
that depend on donations and endowments. That 
is why we should be guided by those ex- 
periences. 

What sort of anthority does Che Ministry of 


Edneation have over private uhirasfflei? .! 
Article 18 of the Constitutimi st^lates'ffiat ^ 
state should supervise all forms of .ediiGatkn. 
Accordin^y. the state, winch is represented by 
the Mmistiy of Education has tiie rt^.fb si^. 
vise everything, including private umyioisBKa' ' 
Another point here is mrt foe Hi{foer Coahdl 
for Universities is the tmly author^. d&-to.ex- 
tend official recognition to educatido^ tstiaS- 
icates. The Gmocil wSl evaluate -tii^ .eatii^. 
icates in the li^t of objective criteria, .ff .foese 
criteria are not met, tiie certificates wQl notte 
recognis^ 

Thm is also a ministry lepieseula&vo to foe 
boards of tiie private universities, who 
vide tiie mmistry witii periodical leportt on ^ 
activities. If necessary, we can, accofdinglfolfae 
constitution, interveae. . . 

The president of Cairo Gidvmsity.'.'im 
quoted as saying that there was no at^ to 
rush into approving the estabDahm^ «( 
four private universities at the .sahte ttoe 
and tiiat toe gvvi^'"~ 
sbonld have beM leap? 

What is your 
Eveyone has the 
press his view, 1 qumqc-y^ 
an opinion because ! airr iDp> 
pos^ to be a neutral :psi^. 
But tiie presidait of C^ 
University has a point -bf 
view should be tokto to 
riously. 

The head of titel>octoSi3|jn*'-i 
dicate also announced , hat 
week tiiat the syn^oite nO 
not <qpen its doors to thegrto 
nates of private unfMmiih ' 
■EEBB^B or grant tiiem ficaueifli 
practfee medkine. Whitt d| 
you think? > 

This is his portion and he is le^xmsible fof iL 
He to ixtt affiliated to tite nmiistzy. 

But what do you think of what he said? - . 

The tosue to triietiiertite EGgiberConncLl&irUto. 
vetsities will recognise the certificates of foote 
universities. This will determine . -vAeite foe 
graduates of private medical sdkKilS:.wiU.be4^ 
lowed to practise rnedidne. 

No one will be able to practise mediciDB teh 
less the Higher Council ftn* Universities , rec- 
ognises his certificate, after iriuch foe ^fimstty 
of Healtii would grant him a Uoebce-.tod.the 
Doctors’ Syndicate would grant him K-‘ 

cence. ' - •" 

All these steps are iitter-related and I dm't 
share the same fear eiqiiessed by tiie head of foe 
Doctors’ Syndicate. 

The dedrion-makers in tUs ent u eprocess.y* • 
pear to be die investors who cstobHihed fosse 
universifjes, and not the MiiUstty of Edacfr 
tion. 

The investors have to proride all-^ ba^. to* 
quirements and if they don’t, than -foe- inti* - 
versities will fail Anyone in *hic pontiun has to ; 
study all the possibilities seriously. "'".''T- '■ 
We were not pressured and we have.nqtfnDgfo 
do witii the investors. We acted in accordapce 
with the law and simply did our job. Our nm- - 
date was clear. 


Universities crammed as systems overlap 


National 
universities are 
crainmed this 
academic year, 
with graduates of 
two secondary 
school systems 
enrolling. Shaden 
Shefiab 

investigates 


A cartoon in an Aiabic- 
tiews{»per shows 
thousands of students cram- 
ming into tiie Cairo Stadium. 

They were tiiere not to watch a 
soccer game but to listen to a 
pro fe s sor’s lecture. 

This academic year, the na- 
tion’s 12 state-run univosities 
(^tened their doors to 265,000 
seccmdaiy school graduates — 
the high^ number ever. The 
ftnmllmg faeshmen were gradu- 
ates of two secondary school 
systems — 201308 graduated 
from the new system this year 
and 14 1,470 from the old. 

SftidfnPf graduating from the 
old system were leftovers fiom 
foe previous year, when they 
had fatigri the dumewiya amma exanunatioas or 
had not achieved foe necessary scores to enroll 
at imiveisity. Ihese students were unable to join 
foe new system because ft forides tbe thanewiya 
amma into two years. About 19,000 students are 
expected to fbUow the old system a^in next 
year. 

Universities were already bulging at the seams 
with the 231,000 new students tii^ bad to ac- 
cept last year. That -was due to a govemment de- 
amoa in 1989 to combine the classes of 
foe fifth and sb^ primary school grades. As a 
result, those who complied their primary ed- 
ucation in 1989, and their secondaty education 
last year, were double tbe usual number. 

Anodier feature of the new acad emi c year is 
foat altbough it officially steited last Satmday, 
about 170,000 freshmen are still waitinp to find 
out feculty they wiD be enrolled m the 



maktab ai~tanseeq (coordination ofBce). Be- 
cause of the numbers of students, this process is 
likely to continue until mid-October. Under gov- 
ernment regulations, students submit tiieir sec- 
ondary sdiool certificates, aloi^ with a list of 
the which they would like to join, in an 

order of preference. The coordination office 
then places each student in a certain feculty, not 
neceuarily that of his choice, on the basis of his 
total examinations score as well as geogcaphic 
proxiinity to foat faculty. 

The new tharunriya amma system was intro- 
duced in 1994 with the aim of iqigrading sec- 
ondary school education. Unlike foe old system 
where a student’s results depewM on one final 
examinatioii, the new system gives the student 
several to improve his or her grades. 

“It to not feir that a student’s future be d^ 
temtined by one end-of-year examination,” said 


Education Minister Hussein Kamel Rahatvirfm 
*^e had to change the system in order to pn^ 
duce students who do not merely commit les- 
sons to memory to pass an examination but who 
are able to think on their own.” 

Bahaeddin conceded that “never before have 
the universities accepted such a large number of 
students.” But he expressed confidence foat “the 
universities will be able to cope and any re- 
sulting problems will be solved.” 

Moufid Shefaab, president of Cairo University, 
told AI-Ahram fTixkiy: “There to do doubt that 
the laige number of students joining the uni- 
versities this year is a problem. We are doing all 
that we can to deal wifo it, but it is going to take 
a great effort” 

Amongst the measures being undertaken are 
extra lectures, “al thoug h this will add to foe bur- 
den of professors who will have to deliver the 


t same lecture more 'ti^ .cnoe.* 
New .buildings and ' annexes.' 
^ have been opened and. lap 
2 exam hails will be used fix. 1^ 
^ tures, Shebab said 

a He conceded that seeite. 

fecufties. sudi as foe Fa^uky of 
g Medicine, where practid»|tafo 
^ is a prerequisfte, stndenfa . wiB 
face difficulties since maity td 
them wfll not have tiie'‘(foB0' 
of actual practice.” 

Faculties of medicine- .o.' 
which 2300 students. eznbOed 
last year will have to absixb to 
many as 10.000 studeoto'tiik' 

year. 

Ahmed Samir, a medical'Stu* 
deni in his year, ds* 

scribed some of tiie n^ative *; 
consequences of the swelling numbos. “We do. 
rwt have foe opportunity to get involved in 
deal work. There is not enough eq ^i i iawigit or 
chemicals for all of us. Many studeotsuat^^* - 
professor's lecture shting on the floor. It isusad 
situation,” 

And Ltfona Ahmed, who studies PwgUA lit* 
erature at Cano University, sakk “Sometnatf 
we (»iDot find an empty room where wee® 
tak^foe lecture. So, it is either canoriied or j>^*. 

Abdel-Wafaab Abdei-Hafez,' president ofiAfo 
Shams Univeraity, said that, like in 
versity, the number of lectures will be ino^d 
and new buildings will be c^iened. - ■ 

“We are committed to a national duty ” Abd^ 
Hafa said. “We have to consider rhia yeacssA 
the last as a transitiona] p hase which wc have to 
cope with.” . 
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eye for an eye 


Iscaeli Prime N0oister Bkiyn^ NetsiqFahu finsd 
tile first shM in a prolifie War of words between 
Egypt and israd Triies be said ^ypt would 
“cutting off its oose to qute.hsfio^ t^duieateoing 
to can^l cc 'poBtpode tile tiiiid Middle EasiAtotii 
Afiica EotnomfcConiaeQceOdENAJn). Tbe re- 
^wDse was unpacedeoted m ^gyptian-iBiBeli xi^ 
lations once tiie two naiSosis signed a peace treaty 
in 1979. 

aw^ fiiom EgypTa no^, *“11118 langoage 
U dis^istingr and ^Tletaiyidin' ae^ to seek p^- . 
chiatnc he^j was tiie coaDter attack semor ' 
Egyptian dtplomsts^ 1^ by Foieigo bfinj^er Amr 
Moussa. Alfluii^ Modssa iras awsy in'New Y«k 
tiiis week,; Us aides Jc^ the exchange of weeds 
abla^ c nmjirfKi^ Isim to- make an offidal*^ 

piote^ ■ ' 

Assistam FoR^. .Madster. FatiuiEl-awsfi on. 
Monday dekribed RMMnt Israeli statemei^ as “the 
langiwge of «iiiir>aaiirc? becaose tbey prUiBiit the 
cteation of a Palestinian state, con^ete^ 

Cf^mses die Ie»gic of onr time^ eqieoiany since ^ 
rael is a pnfner in the peace process. Tbis. language 
is disgusting.** He contmoed fhat-IsneE o&ials - 
were issuing *Var crie^, ad£ng tiiat-Netaa^U'S 
govenunent did not leitiise' die'.“dangers of sinkii^ - 
the peace process because of its dtagerousandn^- 
adveacts.” '• 

Adel El-Safli, notiier assistant ftireiga xmnista', - 
said that Netat^afau suffered fiom paranoia about 
Israel's seennty, sqggesting that it could c»Iy be re- 
soWed by a p^tinat]^ not at tiie negetiating table. - . 
**Iliis pathological ibar over [IstaeE] security seeds • 
a psychiatrist,'* El-Sefii said.. 

Eg)pC*s Ambassador ta Iscaei Mdhamed Bas- 
sioum was s umm oned Istadi Foreign- Mmister 
David Levy co Tuesday to e a q u es s Is^'s . ‘‘ex- 
treme concern" about Cauo*s. oittlau^ on die pear- 
son of NetanyahB.“l^ypt must do aw^ with 
new manner of action which revoibs every Istarii 
dtizen,” Levy told leporteia after the meding He 


Summit pr no summit/ Cairo would not 
turn the. other cheek, driving Netanyahu 
into a greater rage. Nevine Khalil 
listens in bn this week’s war of words 


comtinimd that it would be “difBculf to believe that 
Egypt was wQliiig to fwfeit its role in tbe peace 
process, eqiedaDy in view of FKsideiit Hosm Mu- 
barak’s oommitment to tiie process. 

be told Israel Radio; ‘Hbe Egyptian govem- 
ment cannot piay a role in tiie peace process if tiie 
attacks of recent'dajrs continue.” 

hi response, Bassiouni assured tiat Egypt's pol- 
icy and strategy .were foe peaces adding ti^ Egypt 
' hoped IsEsd. would fulfil ns “so the 

PaWimian people wfll fed tangible results on the 
ground." 

Bassiouni had called Iscael's Cdiiiiet Secret^ 
Danny Havdi on Monday to clarify tiie lunnii:^ 
commaiimy coming out. of Cairo, aiguiiig thd the 
statemems'“were tuea out of ctmtexf by the me- 
dia. But Naveb was not cravinced. “We are very 
coDcex&ed and -explanations provided to .date by Kfr 
Bai^uni are insufiideitt,” I^veh told laael l^o. 
NaS^ believes the dedaratiems fimn C^iro are part 
of “a gene^ attempt by fiireigD ofScials to pressure 
the [£raeU] goven u nent” into making concessions 
in tito peace (vocess.. He warned tiiSt the war of 
words would “only have the opposite e&cL" 

Netanyahu b^an the whed tunimg witii his oow 
famous *^io5e" r emade, and iqipeais to be con- 
timring the verbal war. “We most follow with cau- 
tion any movement of forces," Netanyalm said of 
Egypt’s receot grand-scale milhaiy exercises Ba^ 
*96. “We are cotainly not sitting back csteftee xe- 
gafdbg certain pos^Oities." 

: Last Sonday Preadent Uosni Mubarak ex press ed 



Mubarak 


Moussa 


surprise tiiat Netanyahu had made an issue out of 
the exercises, /^er UsteaiDg to a repnt on the to- 
day war games, Mubarak suggested tiiat “if [Ne- 
tanyabu] is wnri^ he should call and we wfil talk 

Tbe exercises induded the use of chemical war- 
fire and a crosring of the Suez Ca- 

naL an<L according to Defince Miitister Mohaned 
Hiinsein Tantnri, made pieparations fbr war against - 
a nei^ibouriDg countzy “possessing weapons of 
mass destruction." The lemaik was interpreted as 
refining to Israd and hs nuclear amend. 

“Afier 17 years at .peace with os, Egypt is talking 
about milic^ manoeuvres in prnaiatioD for war 
iigawnw a wwg tihftiii i ii g thitr* and oi tiie oiilhaiy Op- 
tion," Netanyahu said. “This is not a sign of peace- 
ful relations.” However, Mobarak co&med tiiat 
Egypt respects hs peace treaQr whb Israel, adding 
that Israel should not be concerned about die mil- 
itaiy exercises. 

But Netan^u would not let the matter len. He 
T^xirtedly fumed over Cairo's statements fbr an 
hour during a 9(Mninute with US Middle 

East envoy Dennis Ross lost Sunday. Netanyahu 
said that Cairo *bad crossed every line" with its 
threatamng statements and militaiy manoeuvres. 


Netanyahu 


Tbe Egyptian media also took part in the anti- 
Netanyabu ean^ign Mahfouz El-AnsarL, chief ed- 
itor of tiie national Al~Comhouriya daily wrote: “ 
[Netanyahu] is like a tree that bears di^lic fiiut 
which eats the riches of the earth and qireads de- 
struction. Netany^ is sterile and is incapable of 
giving, either to his people w anyone else." 

Al-Akhbar's chief edhw Galal Dwidar rubbed it 
in, accusing Netanyahu of being a “mentally dis- 
tmbed exhemist" witii “destructive te^encies". 
And the outqioken weekly magmne Rose Ei~ 
Youss^ questioned tiie motives behind Israel's de- 
lay in traomig a new ambassadOT to Egypt after the 
departure of David Sultan earlier this month: “If this 
is a diplomatic manoeuvre or a political m essag e h 
is doom^ to fiil." Acemding to news reports, can- 
^dmes shy away from the post because of the iso- 
lation in which Israeli diplomats live in Egypt 

Politicians and analysts believe that relations be- 
tween the two countries have hit an all-time low, 
even considering that tbe E^ptian-lsiaeli peace has 
always been described as “cold". This week’s pas- 
sionate attacks were unprecedented, anpassing last 
yes's angs over confesskms 1^ Isradi gews^ 
that they killed hundreds of Egyptian prisoners of 
ws in cold blood during fie 1956 and 1967 wars. 


This week’s diplomatic anti-Netanyahu rampnign 
also surpassed the press campaign begun by some 
of tiie opposition newqpapRS when Netanyahu 
came to power. Israel’s new prime ntinttfar was 
nidcoamed ‘Neten*, the Arabic word fir ’rooen*. 

Egypt feels strong about Israel's fitotdi^gfiig 
now, because tiie ufiole peace process is at stake, 
and, saxmling to Mous^ could be destn^red. Is- 
rael is accused of roiegiiig on its agreemems wifi 
the Palestinians and stalling fie Syrian and Ldi- 
anese tracks, as well as ggftaiwHwg ip the re- 

gion. Egypt has demanded that IsiwsI withdraw 
from Hdiron, resume final status negotiations wifi 
the Palestinians, ease tbe closure of the Occiqried 
Teiritories, resume negotiations on the Syiiu trade 
and stop putting forward proixisals for partial solu- 
tions ISre ‘Ldia^ Fust*. 

In an interview a fow days ago, Moussa ques- 
tioned Israel's inteutims for peace. *Tsiael wants se- 
curity without a Palestinian state, and wifiout a to- 
tal withdrawal from the Golan Heights or LebaDon," 
Moussa told the Saudi daily As/^r^ AI-Awsat on 
Tuesday. “Israel wants peace? This is nonsense. 
Whoever believes tiiat dus can be possible is either 
ignorant or cra^." 

Adding that Netanyahu was “neitiier ignoiant or 
ci^," Moussa continued that the Israeli ixime 
mtmsttr “must consider these policies of histefrue 
Am siutation gete to e very dangerous phase." He 
sees that “fie biggest danger is if [Netanyahu] re- 
irming dogmatic." 

It is bdieved that Netanyahu feels he can continue 
antagooisug tbe Arabs, eqieeially now that MENA 
m has been secured. Observers go os fir as claim- 
ing that Netanyahu probably procured a green li|^ 
for his actions from the US during his second visit 
to Washington earlier tiiis month. Tb^ point out 
the vast dif fe ren ces bet wee n Netanyahu's tone afier 
his July visit to the US, when he returned to the re- 
gion “committed to tiw peace process", and his ac- 
tions in recent weeks. 



lip justice 

To expedite the administration of justice, ^di- 
tional benches are being es^lished in the na- 
tion's highest court Mona EMiahhasfeports 


To speed iqi tiwprocessmg of anever-incieasingpSe of lamoits, 
the Court ca Chsratitm decided last week to add seviro new 
benches lairing tiie -total munber to 2& About 25 couDSdiacs and 
jud^ win be q^wthted to fiS tiie seats cm the new benches 
judicial soioces raid. 

Apart fiooi the Sqneote Constituticmal Court, which rules on 
the constitutionality of tews, fie CotgtofCassalicHi is tiie ration’s 
hi|fiest court and an q^eDazit’s test lesmt It has fie onerogative 
to cemrider ^leab agdnrt a lower court’s dedsioD, n the 
qipellant has cited ^ aU^ed diar intite^^Iicat^ of tbe law. 
Its lutings ace final mid asaallyxtmStimte a precedent ' . 

Acenrating to Mnhftmefl Pidj a r.5MK«rinh mnnagllftr 

titenmifierofappeatefiledi)rififlteco^exoeeds30;000- 
mmually . “Smoe we Qvdy Iteve 170 jui^^ and cxHinsdlora, itte 
not an ea^ job tojdo atitins^raik.^ 

Inaeemngtite nunfierofbexiches, a move '^ccHned by l^al 
experts, would make fie accanaptistuneitt' of tins weak easier, said 
counsellor Medbat El-Man^lu, tiie oonrPs chidP justice. But "Eid 
also suggested that only i^jp^ *H^iich Iteve rii^cance" should 
be accqMed 1^ fie court "■ 

The pixfilem of dm acominlsfiig number of tewsmts is not 
confined to tiw Comt of Cassation bat is endendc to courts across 
tiw oatioiL Many tewsmte dn^ oh for years. Phuntiffi or 

T™»y die tMehaa a deeiainn, nr a - 

deciskraw readwd so late fiat ift loses its sigmficapee. 

Lawyer AmiT Salem 8^ tiw ittoblesn is not.due'only to the . 
sbortage of ju^es butateo to tiw ‘fiureancratie mefiaUty aod 
lethargy oftiwcourts* aduuw&tzative staff Autfaenticating a 
singtedoeoihem usually ttfin a long tune and lawyers, seddng to 
acquire in&Mxnatioii ficro staf^ are-lStely to'be corfiootsd with 
obstacles." .• 

These proMems need to be addressed, Salem said. He also 
underiiiwd tiw he^ to eonqiuteate tiw court system, nor only to 
speed qitbe litigation jirocessbutalsolpensnzettoviBiiiaUe - 
documaitsareraftlyk^ 

&yed Abu aoofier kwye^ agwed that increasmg the 

number of benches was rut a con^Iete solution. What was . 

naaAaA me a aimpKBftariAti of fie -aAneh at 

preserdfy^jn^i»foprdce^ats8D^*spae^besaid. 

Abu aim siQgested set^ tto noor^tweconwala] 

artfiration ctmmrittees, eaiamtiring former jadges and - 

couDsellora; to rate ml dvfl o^mtes. Nfiuiy c^ cases could tfans 
bypass fie courts, dwtply redbeo^ tiw'pressiire'OD tiw jnfidary. 
Litigante oouM ttdte tiiOT dianite to court, as a last xesa% only if 
tiwy fiiled to leadi an out-of court settiemeht, be added. 

Accordmg to Abu Zeid, ‘!^ee^ bwyera" stemld ateo talos 
some of the blmw for tiw dday. “Th^ resort to proexastinatiqn, 
ihiK wastmg valiiaUe time^ in order to make more monoy ” be 


lie sdhflioti lecomawndedlv Abdd-KahnunMohanied, duef 
justice of fie Tania. Court of Fnst Instance, was to increase tiw 
ninwtMT of jtu^es tfaronghoat the “But this is no means 

easy," he said “Tbe dioiira of jud^ is stfiject to sdeaMific, 
social and pecsqoal ootena." . ' ^ . 

Molumed said tiiat “mify a Imritednimiber of law graduates are. 


social siandii^ jn^es riioiild have mqwriesoe 'as prosecutm of 
not less than seven yea& And befbre'arararingidwppst, ti^ 
sbmiM have taken extensive courses in jitflieial' stnmes." 
Egypthu oidy 'ane Cinirt of Cras£cm'bitt eigh^ Courts of 
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QUEEN SILVIA of Sweden and Jordan’s Queen Nar tmfi drugs. Mentor, which cooperates with the Word Healfi Organ- 
part in a meeting on . Tuesday on the non-govenmental or- nation (WHO^ has taken charge of projects to help street chD- 
ganisadon Mentor wfateh qieefiifises in the fight against dreo in developing countries. Queen Sfivia said Mentor would 


work in Egypt in coordination with an Arab mganisation for 
chfidren's vrelfruv, chaired by Talal ibn Abdd-Axxz, a broth- 
er of King Fabd of Samfi Arabia 


Malpractice in privatisation bonanza 

The governments decision to investigate a top industrialist fbr alleged corruption has brought into question the 
effectiveness of parliamentary supervision of the privatisation programme. Gamai Essam EH>in reports 


A cabinet anootmeejnent confimwd fr>r tbe first 
time tiiis week fiat Abdel-Wahhab El-Hifibak, 
fiEtner fthairman of tiw Hokti hg Company for 
Eagmeolog Industries (HC^, one of 17 
am ii en t- mvned holding co mp a ni es, was being 
investigated for ^qg^ fiTwmgl malpractice. 
FoUwing fie atmonDcement Habbak was re- 
manded in police custody fin* 15 days, penSng 
investigiatioii by public pcosecutum authorities. 
Etnlier, tiw judicial investigators ordered Hab- 
bamied from travelling abroad as tar back as 
lastJune. 

The statement was Kiwd in reqionra to re- 
pons in iwrirtnai as well as oppos i t i on news- 
ptmers accumig ofreeeivmg hefty eom- 

miM OBs, wM^ he deposited in fineiga banl^ 
in return fbr a variety of admiiustrative ir- 
regularities. One report claimed that Habbak re- 
tamed his freedom as part of a secret deal with 
tiw . g pv etaiu eat, under whirii be reimbuised it 
$19 miltion that he transfoxed back to Egypt 
from Swiss baidEs. 

Halfiak had served as chaimian of El-Nw 
Ble c t ricri and Electroiuc .^mantus Conqiany 
(Plii]^) between 1975 and 1985. He was jhi>- 
moted aflerwar d s to diair fie Public Sector Or- 
ganisatioo ftw Enghweiiog todustries, of which 
Fhil^ is a subsidiaiy. After be was dected to 
paifiamen^ he was chosen by dw lulmg National 
Democratic Party (NDP) to head fie industrial 
committee of fie Peqile’s Assembly. In 1991, 


he was chosen to head HCEI after fie govem- 
meot decided to convert the old p^lic sector or- 
ganisations into holding oonqianies as part of a 
laige IMF-sponsored privatisation programme. 

Prime hfinister Kama] El-Ganzouri, in a state- 
ment published by tiw oppqation newspqwr A/~ 
Wi^d. vowed that “dwre will be no cover up fbr 
comiptioD and no proteetkm ftir any ofSciaL re- 
of his position, who tampers whh state 


Ganzonri said tiw oonuption charges for which 
Habbak was being investigated date back to tbe 
yean wfien be, as chainnan of nnlips, had a free 
hand in nmniog the punfiase opeimions of the 
eompaqy which is jofaitly owned by tbe public 
sector and Philfos i n t w i M t iftn ai of Holland. In- 
vestigators, Gmzouri added, established tiiat Hab- 
bak was guilty of several nr^ulanties and Hab- 
bak reroewded by rehnbursti^ tiw govemment tbe 
$19 mniian Inves^atoR deawnded additional 
leimteirseawnis, but Habbak refits^ forcing fie 
govemmeiit to t^ legal action agamst hhn. Gan- 
zoori said. He disclosed that the investigation was 
bring earned out by tiw “niidt EainiDgs 0£Bce." 

Rqxnts in tbe Arabic-laiigu^ press accused 
Habi^ of mplring use of his fonner post as 
HCEI to appropriate tbc amount of $23 

million in *^vatisatian commissions.” As an 
exanq>le, tiie reports claimed, Habbak was paid 
“miUions of dollars" for awarding a imei^ com- 
pany the purchase Ind of a public sector com- 


pany, presumably at an under-rated price. The 
reports also said that Habbak’s secret accounts in 
fwrign ban^ amoun^ to $50 million, were 
reported to fie authorities Ity his divorcee. 

According to the reports, Habbak was also ac- 
cused by investigatMS of taldng illegal commis- 
sions on a $35 million USAID privatisation 
grant, devoted to conducting a better evaluation 
. of p^Iic sector companies and assets put up for 
sale. This grant had not gone well whb many 
members of parliament wbm it came up for 
bate for fie first time in March 1994. At tbe 
time, d^nitiK asked the bOnistry of Inter- 
national Cooperation to submh to the house a 
clear and detailed statement on the disbuisement 
items of this grant Later, People's Assembly 
Speako* Ahmed Fathi Sorour announced that he 
had entrusted fie Central Auditing Agency 
(CAA) wifi investigating the disbursement 
I tems of tte grant But lesults of this in- 
vestigatfon were never announced. 

Reacting to these reports, El-Badri Faigfrali, a 
member of parliammt, announced that he would 
direct an interpeliation — a question that must 
be answered — to Atef Ebeid, mtnistef of the 
public business sector, about irregularities in the 
privatisation programme once parliament re- 
convenes in November. 

Habbak's case raised question marks about fie 
effectiveness of parliament in supervising the 
privatisation of the public sector. Although dep- 


uties have the legal ri^ to direct questions-and 
interpeHmions to cabinet imnistecs, this right was 
considered an inadequate control tool by many 
pariiamentaiy researchers and professors of con- 
stitutional law. 

According to Mustafa El-Said, eWawman of fie 
Assembly's Economic Afiaiis Committee, 
triiich was the scene of hot driiates of the 
USAID privatisation grant, the case of Habbak 
revived the questiems not only about how the 
grant was disbursed but also ab^ fie entire pri- 
vatisation programitw. “Since this grant was dis- 
cussed m tiw Assembly fbr tiie first time in 1994, 
the committee has not been able to receive any 
dear reports on how it was spe n t," El-Said said. 
*7^611^ do we have an idea about the results of 
tbe CAA's investigation." 

Accordirtg to El-Said, cases such as Habbak’s 
are usually investigated by the Administrative 
Control Audiority (ACA). But tbe Assonbly, he 
conqilahwd, is not entitled to get these reports di- 
rectly. 

Cabinet ministers and high officials would not 
respond qwedily and in a straightforward man- 
ner to qu^<»s directed by MPs on privatisation 
and other issues raised by fie press, suggested 
El-Said. “Their answeis are usually ehiave and 
incontylete which uDdetmines tiw ability of M^ 
to exercise control over tiw govemment’s pa- 
fortnance and uncover shady practices, like those 
of lUibbak, at an early stage,” be said. 



Museum security goes high-tech 


' fdfoio: Sh&ff Sembol 


THE EGYPTIAN Museum in cemra] 
Cairo acqu^ a lugh-teeb security sys- 
tem this week, after a young bursar al- 
most managed to walk out wifi priceless 
itwng from Tutanlfiaimm's coUeeden two 
weeks ago, reports Nevine El-Are£ *Tn 
the past, we relied on guards for security, 
but ^ is obviously inMequale," said fie 
museum's director, Mohamed ^IriL 

The burglar. Aim Sabri, had qwnt the 
night at the museum and was stopped by 
guards on tbe morning of 1 1 Septanber, 
moments before makmg bis way out wifi 
the priceless artefacts. 

Srieh said the new system includes 
fixed and mobile eameias, linked to a 
closed^iicuh television, ke^g tbe mu- 
seum, its gardens, the roof and tiw sur- 
rounding streets under close sorvriUance. 
The cameras are tolerated Ity guards in a 
temporary coofrol room, vfiUB dw frn- 
tahing touc^ are being added to a pec- 
man ent control room in tbe museum's 


basement 

An early wamii^ system and a bursar 
alarm have also been tnatalled at tbe mu- 
seum, Saleh raid , and the museum's old 
wooden gates have been i^Iaced wifi 
iron g&t^ 

After tiw museum is closed to tiw pub- 
lic, tiw museum’s hails and conidms w^ 
be patrolled by trained dogs, mairing it 
impossible for would-be thieves to re- 
main DDdetected inside, Saleh said 

Extra security measures have bron en- 
foroed on fie second floor hall where the 
TUtankhamim collection is on diqilay. 
They include a coded electronic d^ce 
fitted to dw hail’s non door. Tbe display 
cases will soon be rnlaced by new un- 
breakable OD^ whitfi will be equipped 
with ventilatioD facilities to ensure tiw 
best pre ser vation of the hems, he said 

Edited by Wadie Kiroios 
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Cotton- 

picking 

story 

IN THE BOUTIQUES of 
New Yorl^ Mflu *»»«* 
London, derigner drtts 
shirts made of ^yptian 
cotton ret^ for as much as 
S200. And while Egyptian 
cotton Cumers see a 
smaD percentage of this 
profit, tiiey, Bfce tUs 
Moioiifiya govemorate 
famfiy, on the 

export of &is cash crop fbr 
their yearly revenue. 

As a result, come 
harvest-time, the whole 
family toms out to help pick 
the crop. During the s^ool 
holidays, chBdren of all ages 
work along^e their parents 
and neighbours to ^ther the 
cotton wd, as proven 
necessary over the past few 
years, wage an aD-ont war 
a^dnst the boD worms that 
threaten to destroy the crop. 

This year’s harvest b a 
milestone event for Egypt. 
The government, in 
cooperation with farmers 
and agricnltaral experts, 
introdnced a bevy of 
i^ricnltnral reforms aimed 
at increasii^ the harvest 
yield and the area cultivated 
for cotton from 720,000 
feddans to 920,000 foddans. 
The result; formers, after 
last year’s crop foilnre, may 
thb year be smiUng a tittle 
wider as tiiey head for the 
bank. 
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who ddivered a speech to the lAA members in l^ul this ye^^inlii^ ji fca^ 
lAAmembms to attend the 1998 IAACongrespra^a^;"Sl;. ‘ 

and with the support of ^ 




Safwat El Sherif, Minbter o^i^fori^tiQii 


Caning in Khnfu Hall at tbe International Confere 







• Sessioiis will take place in Semiramis Inter-continental hotel 

• The confio’ence wfflho!^ 3000 lAA members firom aU over Ihe world, - M'-- — " L _r:" - 

• Top speakers include dignitaries and public figures in the field of adverti^^ ^eRtconininhicatio 
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An exhibition on teleco mmunic ations and infonnation m mimy: 
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willful 


misreading 


Who owns the endowments? A new 
joint committee meeting this week 
brings fresh hope to the resolution of 
an old problem, MarSzTadros reports 


.was 


A new joint committee of the Egyptian ^sroiation for 
. 4 M'Ofl/(religious cndowmenisl and the Coptic AsscmatiOD 
for .4wi?a/is to meet next Sa^day to discuss 
arievances over tbe coniiscarioo of property fonneny • • 

belonging to tbe Coptic body. . . j . 

Tbe Coptic Association for Awqaf was establisned m 19.60 
to supervise the Church’s charitable endowments. It was 
followed in 1971 by the Egyptian Association 
established to regulate Islamic endowments under me 
auspices of tbe Ministiy ofAwga/. The Coptic Ormodox 
Chuich claims that since its establishment the Egy^an 
.4»^a/has illegally confiscated property and land which, 
donated to the Coptic Association. 

In an exclusive interview with Ai-Ahram Weekly^ Minister 
of . 4 H’?a/Mahmoud Zakzouk said that despite the fact that 
four previous joint committees — which had met under tbe 
direction of the former minister of awqaf — were nnfruitfii^ 
he was confident that an agreement could be reached tins 
time around. “The issue, as I told Pope Shenouda, is that we ; 
warn ro reach a solution which will pacify our Coptic 
brothers in Egypt. This is why {Prime Minister] Ganzoiiri 
asked me to form a combined committee." 

The issue of the 1,550 feddans of confiscated land has 
caused much resentment amongst Copts. Fayek Fah^.Pope 
Sfaenouda's legal adviser and a member of tile Ctqitic 
delegation to the committee, said that the only solution to 
this 25-year-oJd problem would be tbe return of tbe 
confiscated land to tbe Coptic Awqaf. 

Tbe right of the Coptic Ordiodox Church to administer its 
own endowmenrs with no outside interference was 
guaranteed in Law 264 of 1960, which established tile 
Coptic .iwqaf. Fahim explained that the land reform laws of. 
tbe 1950s had resulted in a need to officially draw the 
boundaries of church property. It was this which led to tiie 
Coptic Awqaf's establishment 

According to Law 264, the Coptic Patriarchate, dioce^ 
monasteries, convents, churches and educational msthntions 
are each entitled to receive up to 200 feddans of land .in . 
endowments. 

When Che Egyptian Association for the Awqaf was 
established 11 years later, under Law 84 of 19-71, tbe law 
stressed that Coptic endowments were outside its 
jurisdiction. “By confiscating awqaf land that belonged to 
the Coptic Awqaf the Egyptian i^sodation for Awqaf ^ 
has blatantly violated Law 264 and Law 84," charged 
Fahim. 

Tbe minister acknowledged that he was aware of the 
resentment caused by the confiscations: “Sometimes I 
receive letters from some of our Coptic brothers abroad, 
abusing me, asking me ‘bow can you seize Copts’ 
endowments? You are unjust.* I don't get upset because I - 
understand that they are frustrated." 

However, according to Zakzouk, the confiscarions were ; 
not without legal grounds. “There was a fatwa issued by tiie .. 
General Assembly of the Admimstrative Court which 
stipulates that when the donor allocated endowments for die : 
poor ta general — then it would come under the Eg>p^ 
Association for Awqaf. It was this/iirwo, said the minister, 
that provided the legm basis for the confiscation of 98 out , 
of the total of 23S Coptic endowments in Egypt 
confiscation was in 1989. . 

The minister concedes that this fawa is at the heart of tiw 
legal dispute. It will, be said, be discussed by le^ expdis 
on the committee. “But there will be no friction; it is mereiy 
an appraisal of the problem and ways of solving it," be said. 

“It must be made clear that the fatwa bears no l^gal . 
weight today," argued Fahim. “It was issued before tiie.. . 
establishment of either the Coptic, or Egyptian, awqt^. The. 
Jaws establishing tbe two associations made the fatwa asO 
and void, because both laws recognised tbe autonomy of ,thel . 
Coptic Association of A to administer its own ..L - 
endowments. 

But while the fatwa targeted cases of general chaii^, the 
Coptic Awqaf made *7io mention of bow to regulate sucb ,. | 
cases in its law of establishment" said Zakzouk. “In 
discussions with Pope Shenouda, be explained to me tiisi-as . 
a symbol of tbe spirit of co-operation frate^ty, Ospts ^ 
who left endowments did not specify that they shomd ' 
benefit only the ‘Coptic poor', but always allocated them to 
‘the poor' in generaU with no reference to the denomins^mi . 
of the beneficiary. Of course we appreciate this as an ' . ' 
expression of the spirit of unity and reconciliation. The 
donor is not discriminating against anyone; the only ■ ' \ 'J' . 
characteristic required of tiie beneficiary is that be is .a poor 
Egyptian. Don't forget that 10 mosques were donated by' ~ 
Copts." 

In Fabim's view, using the lack of denominational ' ' 
specification in Coptic donors' wills as a reason to - ' ' ~ ' 
appropriate their donations is a deliberate . : 
misunderstanding of their intentions. “In thig respect, 

Court of Cassation has been very definite, stressmg tto 
the overall meaning and underlying objective' of the 
donor's will must be the base on which endowments axe 
allocated according to law," he stressed. If the overall - 
intention is_ to be taken into account, then it'is livel y that - 
the beneficiaries would be poor Copts, since they are the . . 
ones who would go to churches, monasteries or convents 
for charify (from where tbe endowmeat-giver states that 
money is to be distributed). As Fabim put it, with a'tonch' 
of irony; “Its not very often that a poor non-Copt would" 
go to a far-away monastery in the desert just to get' 
charity." 

One pa^cular case which tbe Coptic Association for 
Awqaf will be sure to present at the joint committee meeting 
IS that of Si Mary's Deir AUSorian. 

“A Father Maximus bou^t 57 feddans from the 
monastery s budget decades t^o. The money from that land' 
is allocated for housing, education, tiie expenses of the 
mon^ living in the monastery, then churches finally, 
there is any suiplus. it should be spent on the poor. 

"The fact that non-efaureb experts confirmed ****«• the 
mon^tery is indebted to the tune of L£SO,000 is "m ple 
proof that there is no surplus to be distributed to the pew, 
Chnstian or otherwise," explained Fahim. 

Neverthejess the Egyptian Awqaf deemed that fte general 
‘poor ’ in the donor’s will meant that it should claim 
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Ae endowment. This was not an isolated case, said Fahim. 

Most of the endowments state that only surplus funds 
should be spent on the poor, and as most monasteries and. 
convents are indebted, this is not appUcable." Fahim also 
pomted to court cases in which tbe niliDB had beeo in 
favour of the Coptic Awqaf, but the ruling had never been 


Association for Awqaf would only be satisfied 
if tiie joint comtmttee decided th« all the confucaied land 


and the rent received for it by the Egyptian Association fbr 
Ay^-qa/be repaid in full, he said. 


This may seem ambitious, but Fahim is hopefiil that some 
***^^** ^‘■’bieved, “^he appoimniCTt of Zakzouk 

of tbe new committee brings 

to p^e he 

Zaluouk was ^ualJy positive: “I don’t want this issoe 
^ *®‘®**®« ““St and will be fbiind. 
a solution, we wUl solve the 
problem by other means. I must emphasise that we will 
reach a solution that will satisfy our Coptic brotheis.” " 
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On to ilte third economic summit 

No sooner, had Pi^Ident Mubar^ givdn ahead for MENA III two weeks ago, than preparations began in earnest. Nhreen Wahish reports 


A ctmfizxDBticm last by JMdeiit Hofr< 

ni Midaiak that the iM Middle East^Nortfa 

Afiica F-gfttinmy 

takeplaoe as scteduled has ffineied a thir- 
ly of activity both on tiiepazt wtiie govesn- 
ment and tte busniess sector MENA IH is 
sdieduled to be held m Cairo. Om. 12-14 
Noveoriwr. 

A series of sunistBRal bosmessmsD'a 

meetii^ were held latf . we^ -to 
plans ^ confere n ce, and a detailed 
blueprint for the e t w jfe ie a ee piqurations 
was announced at last Thuisd^'s eaUneC 
meeting. The cabinet also' levuwed pio=^ 
posals m S2 re^c^ and Egyptian [nyects - 
wbidi Egypt will i»esent So prospective in- 
vestors dnrmg fee eonfeceoce. Th^pnseet 
plans were present^ fat fee caMnet*s coo- 
sideraticm by govemmerit and-bnsines8:Or^- 
ganis^ons as as fee liiqor banl^ 

The ctfeinet also reviewed ibe conference 
prograoune and.aofeoifeed the iiwMifta>rirtn 
of a number of dpcumenls detailmg stat-' 

us of various sectras offee ^yptian econ- 
omy, including mvestmeat legiiUions, in- 
dusby and fee stock market 


In aieiated devdopoieiit, Mmiscer of F(»- 
eipD AfiOdrs ' Amr Monsss wedc znM 
wrfeinm bers o f fee Fedjeratioa of Egyptian 
bidusbies (FEI) and stressed fee importance 
. of a stable political cbmate for tbe success 
of fee confaence. He also exinessed bis 
hope llnd some jnegress iii fee peace pro- 
cess will have bra iealbed.by the time fee 
summit takes place. 

In fee .a cmmnntee repre- 

senting businessmen's assodations has beai 
fonned to be^i comdinafe efforts to make 
fee most of the co nferen ce. Accord in g tt> 
.fee committee's D^ty ni«|rm5»iij .^jdel- 
Moneim- Soudy, fee committee aims to 
maximise .fee private sector's role in the 

eratutg wife fee hfinisliy of Foreign Affebs, 
wfakb is rereoiisible^-argamsmg fee con- 
ferei^ arid {ffCMSOtingte event alxoad ^ 
invitiiig witefTMtiniHii associations to attend. 

- • In additimi, bnsmess jonesenlatives wQl 
pR%»re and pc esc itt a znmfeer of project fea- 
stbCtiQr studim which could inteiesi foreign 
inveistaxs. attending tiie' conference. The 
. c o m m i ttee will aZre wganise a number of 


seiDinsis and conferences pttior to tiie sum- 
mit to market fee event 

.'Wifem tbe same comexu fee European 
UnioD's (EU) Mvate Sector £>eveU^ent 
Progr am (PSDP) last week launched prep- 
arations for a ''match-making*' event, wU& 
fee EU will ^Dsor as part of conference 
activities. This event is dragned to devripp 
parteerships and promote co-operation be- 
iweoi Egyptian aul Europe businesses. 
The PSDP helps small and medium 
Egyptian coiiipairies iq)^r8de feeir per- 
foanance to readi intemanonal levels. 

Oi^nised by the Egyptian-European As- 
soaation for Economic and Social Develop- 
meq^ an affiliate of the Getman-Aiab 
Chamber of Commerce (GACC), fee 
match-making event will capitalise on fee 
pFreenee of fee huge nuinber of inter- 
oadonsl and regional companies during the 
co nfe wai ce to bring host companies together 
wife visiting companies. De^ed company 
profiles and business proposals will be cir- 
culated among participants to enable com- 
panies to identify proq>ective business part- 
nets. 


Addressing represeitatives from roughly 
250 companies dnring an informative ses- 
sioo on matclMBakh^ Peter Gopfrich, ex- 
ecutive director of the GACC, last week in- 
vited Egyptian companies planning to take 
part inme MENA conference to present a 
profile of eadi company along wife a pr> 
posal of the new business prospects it is 
seorefai^for. 

He said that the profile alot% wife tbe pro- 
pQsd win then be placed in a cotalogne 
which will be distributed to European com- 
panies and associations. This imormaticm 
vdU also be fed into a data hanfe on the In- 
ternet where it will be avafiable to anyone 
who has the service. 

Gc^fiich called upon ^yptian companies 
to present tins tnfinmation as soon as po&- 
siUe so that European companies w^d 
have ample time to study the proposals 
closely before the conference. This would 
also allow European firms, who on the 
whole have expressed a keen interest in the 
^^rptian matl^ enou^ time to set up ^ 
ponnmenis with Egyptian companies, be 
added. 


Recognisutg Egypt's importance in the re- 
9 on. e^iecially within tbe fiamewoik of fee 
European-Mefetenanean p ar tn ersh ip agre^ 
meats, European companies are to 

set 1 ^ long-teon relationships vrife feeir 
Egyptian counterparts in ordtf to carve a 
share for themselves in tite maiket, said 
opfrich. 

Also commenting m fee mwwwiwg sum- 
mit. RedaUab Heli^, chairman of fee Tenth 
of Ramadan Investors* Associatum, mM 
that tbe business community shotild not be 
afiected by tbe potitical atmosphere and 
should make fee most of tte m ij p pr enee 
Business match-making, he stressed, is an 
economic activi^, totally removed from po- 
litical quanris aich as fee ongcfeig fespute 
between Israel and Egypt over Israel's 
foctance to move ahead wife the peace pro- 
cess. Over tbe paa few weeks, a war of 
words between Cairo and Tel Aviv has cast 
left a cloud over fee MENA conference, 
which was di^ielled only after President 
Mubarak anncnmced tfau E&Fpt would 
move ahead with prepaxationsfor tbe con- 
ference. 


In a move **«««• fee privatisatitm 

and globalisation of Egyptian sto^, ^ypt 
is offering some 8.2 mii&oo shmes oftoe 
Suez Cement Conq)^ (SCC) ontbelxm- 
don Stock Exchange m DecCTber. Co-.' 

meat is one of tbe country’s major cement 
producers. v ■ . 

Tbe shares on offer are owned fay Egypt’s 
four major puUic sector batiks' and.fee- 
Holding. Conqrany for Metelhirgtea] • In- 
dnstrtes (HCMl), fee l^al owner of see. 

The I^onal. Bank.of Egypt is sellitig 
about 42 mflU<m duree, whue fee of 
Alexandria, Bsnqiie and Banque dn 

Caire are seUmg one mxUico shares eaefe . 
Tbe HCMI is offering- an- adifitional one 
minion - - . - " 

Tbe see share offer, mtiy ^.second of 
its kind by an Egyptian cranpany, comes on 
the heels of a soecessfol iM hyjfee Coaor - 
merdal International (CIB> to sefl its 

stock on fee Londm Stock Exdiange last 
The S120 million. QB offer was five 
times ovasnbsedbed... 

Like tijexr pndecessix; SdC*h shares will 
be offered to institotioi^ investors m ^ ' 
form of Global Dqposittiiy Receipts . 
(ODRsX winch are rece^rts Ismed ^ neat- 
^ US coaqranies outside fee US, rqj re sa utin g 
V a ceartamnumba tff shares. *niey can, how- 
ever, be exchanged in US mailaeis. 




goes global 

The projected sale of the Suez Cement Com- 
pany shares on the London Stock Exchange 
early next year is viewed as another concrete 
step toward attracting foreign investment 

writes Ghada Ragab 
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are partienlarly useful, for investors who 
i-wonU like to invest m eniergjng madeets 
because fe^ htidge-against ri^ and. proh- 
lesnsofliqindify... 

T!te..ixiadBBC-vahie .of ibe .GDR offer, 
Vriuch iMostitiitre o^ i'6.7 per cent of 
SCC’s. total rita^ is to be be- 

tween S90 miltida-SliO million. 

At a fuess ccuference on preparations for 
fee of^ Charles MeVdg^ chainnan of 


Solomon Brofeeis Intemationai, fee 
share offer’s ^obal coordinator, said the 
GDR price wul be set by evaluating tbe 
riiare’s dmnestic jnice and feose compar- 
able companies in other mariosts. In diis re- 
flect, he srid, SolomoD Brofeiers is drawing 
on its experience in coordinating similar 
deaU for cemern companies in PoTOigal and 
the Philqqunes.' 

see, vfeose shares have skyroedeeted in 


tbe past few yisats — going from about L£4 
io 1991 to over LES2 last week — has been 
one of the most active coimxanies on tbe 
stock exchange in lenm of fee value of 
shares traded and tbe number of trans- 
actions. 

The company was established in 1977 as 
a shanfeolding company under tiie pro- 
visions of Law 43 of 1^4, later amended 
by Investment Law 230 of 1989. Its two 


plants in Suez and Qat^'ya have a total ca- 
pacity of about 2.9 million tons anmiaily. 

. see posted net profits of LEISI millioo 
in the fost half of 1996, omiqiated to LE280 
tmlUoa in fee wfeole of 1 995. 

The banks have appointed fee Com- 
mercial InteinatuNal hivestment Coini»ny 
(CnC), a CIB affiliate, as the offer's local 
advisor. CIB Managing Director and CnC 
Chainnan Adel El-Labban ttmt nging 
tbe GDR format attracts large institution^ 
investors and shareholders wife huge fi- 
nancial c^alrilities, femeby facUhating any 
future capital increases t^ the com pa ny 
might need. Diversifying the sources of de- 
ni^ on fee stocks, added EI-Labban, will 
inqxove fee SCO's share price on boili do- 
mestic and intematiCHBBl markets. Ihe offer 
will also put Egypt's name at the top of the 
list of investmem opportunities in emerghig 
•markets. 

NBE rtiairmari MahiDoud Abdel-Aziz 
said the success of bids to sril Egyptian 
stocks cm international markets gives fee 
Egyptian economy a clean bifi of health, 
and will help attract much-needed fmeign 
capital in fee form of direct investments. 

'‘Egypt needs foreign investmeiits to be 
able to achieve the targeted rate of growfe 
of 7-8 per cent in the coming four years,** 
said Abdei-Aaz. 


CMA reforms ease trading 


A dramatic increase fo fee vofauneand 
ue of shares trafed (m tbe l^aqitiaii Oqih 
itaJ Market over the past year has hi^ 
lighted the inadequacy oL and- dai^cr 
inberent is, fee cmxeht dqposibHy ^ 
tiatfing system.. 

Given that tiie current iQfStem is based 
on physically bolfeng fee securities dq- 
benhires, the risk of loss or dairaigr in fee 
course (^trading is hi^-SBid'Cfqp^ Mar- 
ket Authority- (CIMA)- offidris. Con-, 
seqnonlly, fee GMA bK laid down pbins 
to impleBKnt anew ceolira! depositoiy sya- 
ttm(Q>S)-. 

The new systesn^' htqte CMA.offidals; ' 
will be isstnxmeatel in meeting nany of 
fee drawbacks of fee. existing one. .thider 
tiiis system, for.exanple, if an. investca' has 
a lO&duKe dfeentere, lie cam ot only 
SO, since fee debent u re cannot be ^lit iqi 
easily. Anofeo’ defect in file cunent sys- 
fe' tem is feat vriifle in aiticle'lOO of fee 
ital Market Law. 95, ownerfe^ of ilte 
bentuie bond most be tr ans fa red to fee. 
new bo^ as sotm as- die timisactioa is 
eooqde^ die new owner is not aide to 
sdl Jiii securities: imti! 8 series of com- 
pKcated arid leng^ stqm .are cotqdeted.' 
The new CDS altow mrestora and 
brokers to cut dupu^ rrmch of dns rod 
tape, dioel^' mcteascBg 'die rq ie e d' vrife 
wliife transactions are counpHetHd 

Tte inqfementatioa of fee new astern 
wili be d if Oi iA die hfisr Cleaiing and Set^ 
dement and Central 'Dq^oailory Om^any 


A new capital 
market central 
depository sy^em 
could help 
investors stay 
ahead of the game 
on the Egyptian 
.market, while 
cutting through 
easting red tape, 
reports Mona 
El-nq|i . 



The new system wfll facilitate transactions in fee stock market 


.CMCTO), a private sectm compaxiy, two 
mqcr Egypfein banks and sevm bodc- 
k^pnig.oo pqiani e s . Moreover, fandeenge 
gnnwwTiiea wffi slso have the right to carry 
out fee activities of tbe MCSD. Brokei^ 
lioiise^ however, must open an account in 
. one of die .two banks. 


Under die prcyected CDS, fearfeoldeis 
triO no kmger be leqidred to physically re- 
tain the securities ddientures. IhsteBd, 
vfeen tbe ownership status of fee de- 
bentures is changed, fee changes will be 
r^istee^ in accounts held fay bn^cenge 
houses in boddceqping tvmpmies These 


photo: Ayman Ibr^ikn 


companies are also responsible for man- 
aging investors’ securities accounts. 

- One of die main advantages of fee CDS, 
say CMA officials, is that it will enable 
brokers to increase the flow of trading 
vfeile reducing rife of loss. 

Though not yet implemented, plans for 


this new system have been m the pipeline 
for several monfes. 

The International Federation of Capital 
Market Authorities has demand imple- 
mentation of this system for all its mem- 
bers as a CMriitian for continued member- 
ship. Consequently, tbe EgyjMian CMA, in 
cooperation wife ^ French Capital Mar- 
ket Authority, began pnqieiations for im- 
plementing the new system some months 
ago. 

“As trading on fee market tnereased over 
fee past year, it became imperative feat 
Egypt implernent a ^stem to help ef- 
ficiently mana^g securities tradmg,” said 
Abdel-Hamid Iluahim. bead of fee CMA. 

“Wife fee creation of the CDS, investors 
can rest assured their securities are be- 
ing handled according to intematioiial 
standards, procedures and legulations," 
added Mohamed Abdel-Salam, deputy 
chahman of fee MC^. 

CMA employees have been sent to 
France to stuify fee new system in order to 
be able to hold tiaiiiing courses for em- 
ployees of the tffokera^ and central de- 
positoiy companies. 

By impleinenting tbe COS, tbe CMA 
win have to embrace certain intesnatimial 
ffapftiil market standards, thereby in- 
creasing Its appeal wife fi^'gn investors. 
An i mporta n t added incentive for frueign 
investors will be diat feeir securities 
be housed in either the National Bank of 
Egypt or Banque 
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Market report 

Winning in Memphis 


THE CAPITAL Maika Index lost 1. 14 
poii^ for fee week ending 19 September, 
closing at 233.91 points. During the week, 
LE267.16 iwHIinn in shares ehnnpwri hanrig 
compared to LE287 million the wefe before. 


fee 


man- 


fn 

ofocturiiig sec- 
tor, sham of 
fee Meaiqito 

Phannaceutica 
Is and Chem- 
ical Industries 
Company cap- 
tured the spot- 
light, after fee 
40 per cent 
riake offered 
by fee com- 
pany was 230 
times ovo'- 
snbscribed. 

TiadtQg in the 
company’s 
sharra ac- 
counted for 
18.7 per cent 
of total marimt 
activify and 
was valued at LESO inillion. Trading in 
shares of tbe Arab Qxtoo Ginning Company 
(ACG), however, managed to top this figure. 
Tfediim about 1.4 imlUou shares worth 
LE37.& rmllion, ACG transactions ac- 
counted for 28.88 per cent of total market 
dealings. The cooqiaoy's shares closed at 
T.F97 after opening at L£5 per share. Shares 
of die Ammya ntannaceutical Industries 
CoiniMtfy (Rh^ Polaiic) gained LE30 to 
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close at LE42S. 

Only four munufitetiiring seCtOT «vwwpanie« 
registered a loss in share valne this week, 
among which was the Alexandria Spimnng 
and Weaving Company. Tbe company’s 
foU by 

LE0.75 to 
close at LE20. 

The index 
for fee fi- 
nandal and 
real estate sec- 
tor regista^ 
an 8.48 point 
gain to close 
at 283.57 
points. Shares 
offeeMisr In- 
ternational 
Bank (Mi- 
Bank) gained 
LE63.01 to 
close at LE373 
while those of 
the Mideast 
Land Rec- 
lamatioa Com- 
pany (Melarc) 
recorded a 209 per cent increase in share val- 
ue to close at TrF3 4 Shares of the Delta In- 
surance Company, however, lost 1033 per 
cent of their value to level off at LE23. 

In a^ shares of 4S coiqpaoies increased in 
value, 11 decreased mid 35 remained un- 
changed 


Edited by Ghada Ragab 


Prerequisites 
for Arab ^ 
integration 

In the second part of 
his article on pros- 
pects for an Arab free 
trade area, Taha 
Abdel-Alim stresses 
that economic de- 
velopment on the lo- 
cal level Is a pre- 
requisite for economic 
int^ration 


Post-Cold War international and 
regional developm en ts siufe as 
fee 1991 Gulf War and break- 
throughs in the Middle East peace 
isocess render it necessary to dis- 
cuss the difforent impediments to 
and dhnensioDs of Arab economic 
mtegraboa. 

This discussion becomes nec- 
essary given the diqiarities be- 
tween Arab economies, fee lade 
of zntegratioQ between feeir in- 
dustrial structures, and fee dis- 
proportionate Arab contribution 
to fee intematxxial economy. 

On the regional level Arab 
countries have witnessed several 
strides on tbe economic liber- 
alisation front, acute political con- 
flicts, and a tendency towards re- 
gjraal introversion, specifically 
among Gulf Co-qma&on Coun- 
cil (GCC) members. But while fee 
cmicept of a so-called Middle East 
market gains momentum, inter- 
Arab economic schemes and pro- 
jects are becomiog increasingly 
limhed in size and scope. 

On die global level fee collapse 
of fee ^viet Union has dis- 
credited centrally-planned, state- 
dominated integration, while fl- 
lustrating the merits of int^ndon 
through private investments in a 
free mai^ Hiis, however, does 
not — as was demonstzated by fee 
European experiment — exclude 
the state’s central role in devising 
policies and providing incentives 
for econmnic integnUioa. 

In positing the {vinciple of in- 
tegratioa, we find tiiat there are 
certain economic prerequisites 
that must be present for in- 
tegration to talte bold in de- 
velo(^ countries. These pre- 
requisites include accelerated 
indiistrialisation, diversified pro- 
duction, and a hi^ level of com- 
petitiveness. These are the same 
prerequisites set by the multi- 
lateral free trade agreement — 
known as fee GAIT agreeing 
— for the integration of countries 
into tbe intemationai free trade 
system. 

Wiriiin this framework, fee cur- 
rent global trend to f«m regional 
trade blocs should encouiz^ 
Arab economic intention. While 
tbe Western industrialised coun- 
tries increasingly control the glo- 
bal ecoDoniy, bofe Arab and cfeer 
developing countries are ham- 
pered tecbnologica] back- 
wardness an^ consequently, face 
fee threat of increasing marginal- 
isation. 

Even more serious is fee decline 
and inadequate utilisation of Aztib 
oil revenues, as a result of various 
political economic and tech- 
nological reasons. These oil rev- 
enues played a decisive role in 
boostii^ inter-Arab economic re- 
lations, and developing collective 
economic Arab institutions over 
Che past two decades. 

Given tbe differences between 
feeir economies, Arab countries 
may be divided into t hr ee groiqis: 
oil-rich countries, moderately de- 
veloped countries wife varied ca- 
pabilities but hanq)aed 1^ crises, 
and poor, marginadised countries 
expmting agricultural goods arid 
mmeral resources. Such dis- 
parities do little to reinforce ec- 
onomic integration. 

Organisations involved in col- 
lective Arab econcxnic action 
must encouraged, especially m 
view of the ccxisequences of Mid- 
dle East peace settlements. Arab 
integratioD should be tbe driving 
force behind all of the initiatives 
undertaken within tbe fiamewmk 
of tbe Middle East peace process, 
be they infrastructure projects, 
capital flows, or intra-regioaal 
ti^. McHcover, these foctors will 
be instzumental in averting tbe 
risk of Arab economies becoming 
marginalised while Israel plays 
fee cenDal role. 

Achieving Arab integration is 
necessarily an uphill battle. Inter- 
national and r^mial develop- 
ments are not conducive to ec- 
onomic progres s in fee Arab 
countries. Therefor^ in this re- 
spect, Arab countries are con- 
fronted wife a multitude of tasla, 
such as iq>giadmg their teeb- 
nolo^cal potential and eeemomie 
pn^uctiviqr. niey must improve 
feeir standard of education, voca- 
tional traiaiog and scientific le- 
seareh, and devdop cost- 
minimising and profit- 
maximismg mechanisns. They 
must modernise project man- 
agement and woik ^steins, di- 
versify resources and inqxove 
jffoductioD tfarou^ specialisatioiL 
Ecmomic and technological se- 
curity should be bolstered; prior- 
ity should be accorded to in- 
vestments for development, and to 
politica] action over con- 
flict Venues should be encour- 
aged for establishing mutual inter- 
ests as well as realising 
conqutibility in re^ooal and in- 
temanonal relations. 

The writer is d^uty director of 
the AlAhramCaunfor Political 
and Strategic Studies. 
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Hizbullah on the balancing beani 

Fighting between Hizbullah and Israeli troops flared again this week. But can the Shi’a party, with only seven deputies in the new parliament, play ® 

precarious political system beyond leading the resi^nce in the south. Amira Howeldy interviews the group^s deputy secretary-general and talks to ooseive ^ 


While the five-nalion cxmmittee mcmitoring the 
^iril cease-fire agreement was meeting to look 
into Israeli and Lebanese cooqriaiiits concemiog 
the lat^ cladies in South Ldmioa, the Islamic re- 
sistance movement Hizbullah and Israeli defence 
finoes were eng^ed in beanry fi^itmg. Last week, 
two laaeli soldieR and dnee HidHillah guemHas 
were Idll^ in Israel’s self-proclaimed security zcme 
in South Ldjanon, acemding to an Israeli amty 
^jokesman. Two Ldumese civiUans were wounded 
several homes damaged by Israeli shells. Al- 
choogfa both sides signed die cease-fire agreement, 
udiicfa forbids diem fiom attack^ Chilian areas, 
efiectiv^ ending a 17-day Israeli blitz on Lebanon 
last April, Israel and Hi^uIIah bad their own agen- 
das. wserveis agree that die committee’s deciaons 
win not stop HLrimllab from pursuing die hbeiatUm 
of die ISle^wi^ Israeli-occupied zone in souths 
Lebanon, and Israel will not desist from retaliating 
even if it violates the agreement 
' Aftfiough Israel’s raids on the HidmUab stioiig- 
hold Iqlim Al-Toufah caused the gtoiqi s^mficant 
materiu damage, h served the groiqi’s interests as 
it won a^yttrinwai syn^Mtlty, s up port and financial 
aid from outside sources. Hizbtdlah, in its struggle 


fiir a sn«ig political role in Ldianon, has re- 
peatedly admitted hi sta t em c pts ^ its leaders that 
Israel's April ftnabnight ndi^ty incmsed the 
groiqi’s supporters as lefieetod in Ae eleedrais. Na- 
• 2 ih Mansoor, one of the groiqi’s four candidares in 
the Soitfb Ldnnon elections, won 159,244 
votes— die highest score in the go v ern or a te. The re- 
mainmg HrabuUah candidates m Soudi Lebanon 
and Bekaa also won. 

Hbfndlah’s loss of two seats in Mount Lehanrai 
and Brinit triggered speculation about the groin’s 
real political weight in Lebanon. The groiqi insists 
that the el^ons were rigged, but to ^ise who are 
aware of tiie number of su pp o r ters it has, par- 
ticiilariy in Shi’ite-draninared soudi BeaiuL this al- 
legation is questumabie. A fbrdgn diploinat who 
anraiyniity told Al-Ahram WeMy^ 
**Maybe the group was not yet ready to eolac]^ its 
political le pc e a eotatum beyond die Shi'ite- 
dominated areas.” 

Selim Nassar, a Lebanese writer md pdirical an- 
alyst, vmced a udde^cead opinion, “It’s true that 
HiriNiUah’s padism^aiy ambitions were curbed, 
but this fells witfain the co nt e x t of a new era, the 
curtaifanent of die extremist r epr e s entati on — 


Oi rigrian 5wiH Musiixn — In die parixament, while 
ghrii^ more power to moderates vdiose qi^ op- 
posation remaios tolerable.” This is seen clearly m 
die bold statements regarding HiriToUah made by 
Ldianese Prime Minister Rafiq Al-Hariri before 
and during die election& ’’We do not have good 
tatioDs wife ea^ otto,” he said in an mterview, 
*‘Tbey cany d iff er en t political views from ours, 
they have <fr£fereot relatioaships with odieis... Aey 
view Ldsmon differently us. The ref ore , in re- 
ality, diere is nothing common between os except 
die ocoqutiaD we are resisting.” 

These statements, said the foreign diptomat, le- 
fiect Ldiaaoo's offrcia] stance on HimuQah, “It 
riiould not be mme than a reaistaoee movement, 
dMxe to strengthen Syria’s negotiating posttion, and 
should not, therefore, have politick ambitions.” 
Syria, tiK wiatn power-broker in Lebanon, was ctm- 
sulred during fee fotmatioo of the elected tickets 
and must have ap- . . , 

proved the 
iwflHg to limit Hiv- 
boflah’s representation 
in the pariiameat, be 
explah)^ 


“Hariri, liitr' many Anb leaders, has the Ohision 
that peace widi Israel is tomorrow,” Talal Sat man , 
editor-in-chief of AlSt^ newspapetj told fee 
fFeekh'. “The main fauKbaoce is Hirinillah, because 
h keep s blocking peace attempts.” Unfortunately for 
Hariri, suggested Salman, such possibilities are 
structed even further by the fundamentalist policies 
of Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu. 

ffizbuHah’s continued effints to join decision- 
making in LdianoD could poraibly fruit. Mich- 
el Noi^ a researcher specialising in HhhuUah, 
aiyiaa that the gToup faas modified its political ap- 
proach and projects to comply wife develrqnnrate m 
the region. ”At the beginning, when Ae reli^ous 
tn*w» was fitmmg , Wlyhnllah eJled for the IfoetatiOD 
of all of Palestine. Now, however, they have be- 
come more realistic in their vision and talk only 
about Ubeiating souA LdTanon,” be said. Their 
’pragmatic' policy, continued Nofal, was one of the 


2C3SOOS they managed to foreed».iMim’sjkity.= _ 
players fasto recogniang them m Ae Apia cease-fire 
agreement and laqaecedented hosta y esctmiai?; 
I&bullah’s ’Ldanization’ a ttemp ts hsme-fin&^r - . 
progressed in tbeir prmnotioo of a non-Icaii^ xn^ . ' 

Hizbullah’s only challenge, says will Re- 

proving its efficiency and political elect in the com- 
ing parUaoMntaiy terra whidi could see m - 

withdrawal from Ae south or a peace trea^i^^-'^: 
Syria. “Hirirullah will then have to be ptq»^fbc' 
tiieposribilitytiiatboASyriaaiidLdNBioawill'iiot- 

be wiUmg fo let fr make fortiier polrtical 

said. j ■' ■ 

But H«^«llah says it is prepared, tt efajmsto haik 


compensatiem to 2300 fenneis. A spotosman fiem - ■ 
the ^up toldtiie fFee/ify that KriaiQahbBifeabaB-.T: - 
pital in souA Beirut and reconstructed varirasaifehi:^-. ■■ 

• “ iqaesea tin g a dalie^tp Att ' ' 

government ^nefa. Sra- not-.’- 
' ooAered to acknoudec^B Ae- ■ - 
. • H. Aousands of poor fendBAiaiJ' 

need of sdiobls and decem -. ' 
medical carcL” k': Jj 


Here to stay 
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Naeem Qassan .43. is dqputy secreuay-general of 
HizMlah and one of Us finmders. Before Joining 
dte group. Qassan woHted as a dtemistry teacher 
but resiled (0er he was recruited by the re- 
sisiance movement in South Lebanon, In an inter- 
view with Al-Afaiam Weekly in South Lebanon, 
Qassan accused Ldfonese premier Rc^ Al- 
Hariri of launchb^' a media cauqtaign t^ednst 
HizbuUak to win American confidence. He ad- 
mitted that Hisbullak's seven aected MPs will 
have a £fficult time operatir^ given Hariri's par- 
liamentary bloc As for resistance on the ^ound, 
Qassem pointed out that HtbuUah "wiB not put 
on hold any of US military operations" deqtUe the 
April <xase-ftre ogpeemenL 

The pattern of ffizbnUah mOHary action has un- 
dergone many fluctuations. There arc periods of 
rcMive calm such as Amt whidi precceded the 
A^rfl cease-fire agreemeiit aad eonfinned 
Aroi^ Ae general decdons, and fiten Acre 
are upsorges of adivity. What Is Ac logic be- 
hind such pattern? 

MUftaiy resistaiice conqirises action in tiie field. 
When an lAserver notices an inccease in such op- 
oatioos it is due to die existaice of soitaUe ct- 
cumstances in the field. There is no relation what- 
soever between our open fa ms and Ae April 
a gr—ment or cvoi thc elections, because Ae aw- 
Jakedeen (holy warriors) who perfoixn du^ duty in 
combating Israel are recruited for that purpose 
only. Many people said that ato the ’April agree- 
ment', it was aU over fin us, but we conducted a 
series of operations 10 ^ys ato the agreement, a 
clear agnal that we int^ to pursue our us^ 
meAod of reastance. Our active rcristance has 
noAing to do whfa any a g re em e n t or political re- 
' dhy and Ae conui^ days will telL 

Thc fbor<year Arm of Ac new parfianent 
mi^t coincide with an Israeli withdr a wa l from 
aomfa Lebanon or a Syrmn-Israeti i^rcemcnt 
How is Ais iikdy to sBect fiOrinrilab? 

Netanyahu m power means four lean yeac& TUa 
is a blessing fm the Arabs and Muslnna in tint 
Aey win be faced to reconsider Adr strategy to- 
wards Aeir enemy. Hypotiietically, should Syria 
sign a peace ^mement wiA lar^ then evecyAing 
is likety to dumge. The only thing 1 can say is tint 


Hizbullah, as an ideolodcal and political fbooe, is 
deeply rooted in Ldanami and the r^on. No nut- 
ter uto hsqppeas it is nX going to disappear. 

In dealing wiA new derelopments we prefer not 
to reveal the details of our strat^. We staxted 
studying tiie possiUlity of peace wiA Israel two 
^rears s^, but wisdom dictates keeping the enenty 

b it Ae possfbtlity of peace wiA farad Aat Ges 
bchlod Hfabadfah’s attempts to promoto its im- 
age as a pditkal party and oot only as a mD- 
itoiy movement ? 

Bdund (CzboUah entering the political arena, 
and pariiament in patticolar, lies om Islamic per- 
spective on tin amnre of jihad and political wiaik. 
The concept of iftihad m tin Js'fed sect allows us 
to iriamic activity witiitn Ldnoon’s 

oonfessional system, as Ldnnan is now a pre- 
draninandy Muslim country. 

How do you explain Hariri's war of words 
g^ainst daring the decAws? 

I refuse to take such criticism penonaOy. When 
Hariri taUced about ’modemes* faring ‘extremists', 
be was tepea&ig tin alo^ms by wfoch AmericaD 
and Isradi offira^ refer to our Islamic resistance. 
Hariri tried tt) make use of tiiose statements to as- 
.sure the Americans and the Israelis Aat be is ca- 
pable of confiooting tin Islamic trend. But he was 
unsuccessful because the Islamic trend in Lebanon 
is tin only one tint is realty struggling to liberate 
the land, tin only one maki^ a contribudon to ns 
staring peac e in Ldwnon.- HizbuU A bdieves in A- 
alogue wiA otinr paAes and 1 flunk that Hiz- 
bullah's poUtical experience is a pioneering one to 
tin AiA wold. Haim’s slogans cannot change 
this reality. 

But HMioDah b certain to encoimtar difficulties 
In wiA Ae pariiamaitary bloc of pre- 

mier El-Hartri, whose economic and re- 
coBStmctioii projects they strongly oppose-. 

Of course me task of our MPs wiU be difficult, 
not least because tiny are a minoity in a po- 
larised, pro-govoxnaent pariiaaienL But we have 
to act as tin voice of tbe people and promote our 
beliefe. We canooc allow tin country to become 
hostage to any individual’s policy, paiticalaity 


Beyond promises 


In Amman this week, Dina Ezz a t attended an NGO forum with an eye on 
a better future for Arab women 


"Life is so hard. What can I tell you? I would not 
know where to start;” said lAsm Salon, a Pal- 
estinian refi^ee who lives m Al-Hussein camp, a 
few kilometres west of Amman. 

A resident of Ac canq) since tin Isradi in- 
vasion of Palestine in 1948, C/mm Salem grew up, 
got married, and became a motiier and a grand- 
mother in Ais camp. She lived time durii^ tin 
days when all tiie refugees hul were a few tents 
. stretched from tbe brandns of trees and mod cov- 
ered Ae ground Now she has seen those tents 
, turned into modem buildings. 

Over tin years hardships continued to unfold; 
days without food or cleau water, a lack of b^c 
sanitary services, no medical care, and tin con- 
stant filing of being on Ae nm. ”We still have 
' nightmares. They are Afferent but they are stfll 
. m^tmares,” sbe dgbed. 

Today, Umm Salem’s nightmares are y»tnin^ 
^ new dunensibns. *They say it is tin mne 'of 
peace. OK, we like peace, but how can tins be 
peace when life is getting more difficult? Eveiy- 
. dmig is unbelievably eiqmiave. Before I could 
manage tin day's food siqiply wiA one lira [a 
Jordanian dinar which is now the equivalent of 
SI. 45]. Today, three or four dinars w^dn’t even 
. cover (Mie m^ a day,” she complained. 

The financial problems of Cbrm Salem's house- 
hold were recently multiplied by the uimqncted 
. arrival of her 32-year-old daughter Fatima and 
, to five childroL Tatima fled tin bouse of her 
. Jordanxao husband was beating her iq> and 
literally pulling out her hair for over three yean^” 
Umm Salem saiA 

The bitter reality of *««« of Ammands of Pai- 
: estiman women and tinir fexnflies who live in 
' about 1 1 refogee camps in Jordan (only seven are 
f officiaiiy recognised) are basically the outcome 
•; of their displacemenL 

The problems of poverty, violence and human 
‘ rights violations are shared by millxons of Arab 
' women ctey in and day out . 

^ “It is true that the fives of Palestinian women, 
be they in Ae so called Natioto Authority ter- 
ritories or in tiie Aaspoia, are paiticulariy com- 
‘ plicated because they are denira the right to a 
- botneland that is tbois and are peraecuted by a 
•' ferocious enemy. But our odier Arab sistera are 
f also aiffiaiog fiom sinular imblems,” said Laila 
'' Abu Heirifa, a Palestmiao sow woito. 

^ "In essence. Arab women share problems of Ae 
same nature. It is only the scale and inqnct of 


these problems that varies fron one coiintty to 
tiie other,” stated Ae resume of a plan of action 
for the improvemeiit of women's conAtions in 
the Arab world which was ap proved by an Arab 
non-goyemmental oigaxusa. jos (NGOs) forum 
held tiiis week in Amman. 

luJeed, it is not just women living under tiie Is- 
raeli ocoqiation m Palestine and SouA Lebanon 
that suffer unduly, conference partietpants i^reed. 
In Iraq and Libya, the Westem-inqxMcd econom- 
ic emoetgoes are forctog women to live wt^ut 
basic services and watch ttadr cbQAen starve to 
death. In Algeria, women are cau^rt in the cross- 
fire of the militarised poUtical conflict between 
the state and tiie Islamist political <qipositi<nL In 
Sudan, tiie Islamist ruling legnne is slowly but 
surely dragging women backwards. In Egypt, 
women are forced to abandon Aeir hard-won 
ri^ts so as to avoid fuxAer ant^onisu^ the Is- 
lamist militants. In Kuwait women are ^1 fight- 
ing to locate their male relatives taken bos^e 
the Iraq-Kuwait War. And in many of Ae 
oil-rich Gulf states, women cannot break loose 
from tbe tight knot of nltn^misavatisin. 

In adAtion, despite numeFous interoatiotial con- 
ventions on gender rights ratified by Arab na- 
tions, women all over tiie Ar^ worid'are stUi fer 
from being on equal footing wiA their male coun- 
teiparts, over-worked, under-paid and continu- 
ously tiireatened by poUtical and military con- 
flicts, aoeordiiig to the forum. 

The 400 NGO representatives from 13 — out of 
Ae 22 — Arab states who met in Amman de- 
bated an these problems and Aeir possible an- 
swers in tiie doounent of the UN FourA World 
Conference on Women held in Beijing in 
tember 1995. P articipan ts then frirmulated a plan 
of action tint was later review^ by. the Arab 
nrinisters of social affexis in tiie Jmdanian oqritaL 

By die year 2000, the over-all oonAtions of 
115.5 miififtn Arab womeD should besiefit one 
way or tin otber from this plan of action. Tbe 
Amman Declaration underiinM tbe need to grant 
women a larger Aaie of ^ natiraal development 
plans in the Arab world. 

Paiticqnnts in NGOs forum fierrmpfl to 
agree on the need to further engs^ women in the 
political decision making of tiieir countries as a 
basic tool to pave Ae way for the inqnovemcnt 
of women’s conditions. Witiioiit women's par- 
ticipation, the' feminisation of poverty and il- 


wfaen that policy will 
undermine ec- 

auaic and poli^al 
situatitm of Lebanon. 

Some say that Hiz- 
bnllab wanted to 
create an enetny ont 
of Hariri to wto sym- 
padiy the soirtfa 
and Bekaa and to 
gnarantac some seals 
in paxiiaffleBt, es- 
pedi^ afim* losing 
votes in Ae second 
and third ronnds? 

Our ptoUem wiA 
p re mi er Haiui did not 

start only afrer we lost *^**^^^***^*^^^*" 
the two seats In Beirut and NorA Lebanon. Polit- 
ical confrontation had peaked before these losses. 
AdditioiiaUy, ifariri was trying to destroy all the 
oppoatiaa, oot ody Hizbullah. Thus tiie issue was 
not one of foulmg an enemy in order to win public 
support. God knows tiiat Hizbullah's popularity has 
grown significatztiy following Ae la^ Israefi ag- 
gression in April. There was and is no need for us 
to febricato problems m order to win support. 

Yoor last miniite coalition wiA Ae Amal move- 
ment snggests that, problems wlA Hariri apart, 
yon have oAer difficulties wiA aome of your 
supposedly aatiiral alBes. Tbe coaiitioB was jns- 
tffied as a to prevent daAes between the 

two groaps. fa this ykciy to happen? 

The recent build-iq> of Israeli troops, combined 
wiA repeated war threats by Israel, was tbe main 
fictor faefamd tiie fbmiation of Ais coalition, since 
it made it imperative to sabiiise Ae mternal siiua- 
tion. Syria was also keen to see os uniie so as to 
close any possibility of Israel interfering in Leb- 
anon's intoisal sffiirs. Added to this was the 
prune m w i sta's ettanpts to strike at the Islamic 
movemeoL Given these consideretioDs we Aoogbt 
that tiw coalition would be Ae best means of 
averting the possibility of any American-lsraeli in- 
te r fei guc eL We did tfais knowing that tbe coelition 
did not satisfy our ambitions, beliefe or Ae aims 
of tiie T«igirrie popular trend. Tbe coalition was a 
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lEdmUah's candidates for 
tiie souA and Bdma -were ae-: 

.. /V.:-.. %. lected according fo Aen’a^ 

ity to fulfil tiieir pn&V. 
■ V'" meotaiy re^xnsBq^iGS. . 

•; • Ifirfnillah's leadra -di^oioto 

^-. y. ' f.y run in the elections because v 
’ "'yjc of their already heavy -cbni-' 

• mitmeait to Ac movemem: 

/ y."*/'*':'yvK-kyy^r Since we already haxre qniir .. 

ified people to jont the po^' : 
mem, thm was no ne^-fer..- 
HiriniUah's leadeis^to tdto% v 

additional re^Kmabifiifas.' ^ 


^ widely beBe^ Aiit. 
WiAitBah fa fiDnoed '.Ity'.' 
Iran and eoidnlled fdfei:^ 
icaDy by $yria. What :dii ' 
yon say abont this? - - 

We are a resistance movement operatii^ in Ae 
political arena of Lebanon. Our uffimaTP goalfa.Ae-. 
liberation of territories occupied by la^ 'Boih ' 
Syria and ban share the same goals and have hem'; 
willing to support us morally and firnndalty.-OBr .. 
cooperation wm these two countries has i ' 

in tine wiA Aeir growing support of our cahto.^^-, 
this land of support was Ao^ fty oflier co mai ka; 
our relatioBAip wiA tiiose countries would bd%’, 
Strang as our relatiooshifi wiA Syria and Iram Cl^': 
deipimnDg our srnm^c lelaiionAip wiA Iran 
Syira is their agreanent on mattecs that are 
poilant to us. This is a common and hqptim a ft i^ 
practice of all poUtical movements, all over fe' 
world. ■ ' ^ 


necessity ratiier than Ae result of any bargainmg 
of interests. 

But this coaDdott was interpreted as a sign of 
weakness on Ae part of Hiy-tmn«h, a sign Aat 
your movement was unable to stand alone, vrith- 
oot Ae snppori of Amal 

We Ad not need the coalition to get into parlia- 
mi»nt We had already joined forces wiA leftist 
groups, intellectuels and a number of strong souA- 
ena femities which marfe our chances of winning 
the ma^rity of SU'ite seals very strong. 1 have al- 
ready outlined the reasons behind the coalition. 
These reasons do not imply that HiAuIlah hsetf 
needed an «Hiaw<r« Others, rather, needed the co- 
ahtion. 

Blocs are already being formed in Ac new par- 
Hament. What is BedraDah’s porition vis-k-vb 
these blocs? 

I doubt whether dection coalitioas wiU turn neat- 
ty into partiamenfaiy blocs, though it is a possibil- 
ity that HizhuHafa will act as a bloc wiA its alUes 
in the parixamenL But 1 do not think Aat tbe new 
parliaorat will difier greiAy from the previous 
one, unless, that new alliaocts are foigra in le- 
^lonse to specific issues. 

Why Ad HizboUab’s leaders refrain from run- 
aing in Ae dections? 


Wbat b yoor conunent on the view that ^yifertl/ r; . 
trying to curb ShTite Bbshnllah's pc!6lfcal:nla . 
while giving more snppmt to Smud BhrfrlT' ; .1-..' 

Syria mate its own calculations vis^vis timpb- ;.'. ' 
Utu^ situation, in co-ordination wiA sosheritf Ae^-- 
parties in Ldnnoo. We will not mteifere WiA tiiosdr 
calcuiaticms. What remains inqiortaitt to us ja’a;:..' 
group in the political arena b builAiig rdatiooidityB ! 
wiA others and co-4qierating whh them. 
what b^ipened wiA Syria. Damascus does' 
terfere in matters tintt are of no c onc er n ‘ 

and we do not interfere in matters that am not oat- • 



PalesAiiaas gather in front of tbe Home of the Rock npon bearing Aat farad just opened a new tonnd whose entrance 1« »» th« vs. 
M<»leai Qurttr and which leads nndei^roiicid to Ae WaOii^ WaD in Ae Jewish quarter of the Old City tpmio; Rmsetu «»■ w via 


literacy reproductive and human rights viola- 
turns will continue to be a eommon feature in tbe 
lives of Arab women. 

Several Arab countries have ratified the Con- 
vent! on of the EUminotion of All Forms of Dis- 
ertmisation Against Women wiA many reserva- 
tions. Discriminating against Ae right of a moAer 
to p*« on her natioDality to her children by a 
aofi-native fetiier is a cenunoo dominator among 
all (he CEDAW ratifying Arab whh Ae ex- 
ception of Tunisia. This discriminadmi is sop- 
ported by Ae ArA League whiA prohibits that 
any Arab citizen should have a dual Arab na- 
tionality. 


“But it is not just the reservations that we are 
talking about. Even tbe articles that are ratified 
are violated on daily basis.” criticised Amal Ab- 
del-Hadi, member of the Cairo Centre for Human 
Ri^its Studies. WiAout women’s voices sod suf- 
fiaent reactions from decision-makers, Abdel- 
Hadi added, tbe ratifications of pn^women docu- 
ments will remain ineffective. 

la oAer words, if kept out of the decisioo- 
making process of their countries, women will al- 
ways be treated as second-class citizens. 

But at tile end of Ae forum some participants 
were skqitical tiiat Ae outcome of the fonim will 
help improve Ae lot of half of Ae Arab world’s 


population. ^ - 

beyond the ihelaiOi" 
gid Sanuha HialA A long time political activist, 
A^ili — who contested VacuH- ArttO,* f . u - h n tt .: 


aamiha KhaliL A long time political activist, 
SSiL who ^tested Yasser Aniat fot jire c 
jdency of foe Palestinian Legisiative Council in . . 

Ad not sound very optiini^. BbiHir''-''^^^ 
“empletMtattoo pro^iects of the plan of action . 1 : 

JSb^w^iirt'i said,.*lf we- Itte 

afu worldl lack nolitiMi «vwi>' v ■ 


said,.*lf we-Itte 

political independence and tfwe: V.'; 
^ toocT^. if $670 billion of flic 

»a Western banks and if the laigtot . 
hSw budgets goes to milftaiy spoerffiffi -' . ' 

tbe ptoblems ' 

literacy and violence agau^ women?” . . . ; • . : 
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A clean break with peace 

A shod^ng st^ .reye^ to transpo^ Cold 

War model jon E^el and the Middle East'writesj^m^Zc^ 


gapjrtTTraF-^Tf; 


A distmbi&g yet sagnificsid' docuni^. 
receittly come io iQy-atteolkxL Ilded **A 
Clean BrealT’, it was jprepaiied wliBt is 
descxibiedas "A Stu^jGioi9 oaaNBW-ls- 
Stiate^ Towaid.200(r.aiul!^w.pDb- 
lished eailier dns year ^ the fagritHte 
Advanced Stiat^e md .P^rfhiGal. Studies.' 
That mstitiite is based in Jiausaiem, bdt has 
also opened an ofScc m WadmgtOD DC ' 

“A Gean Breal^ is'a sbafc^paperfliat 
oadines a sedes: of policy leceumDisada-; 
tioQs fiv die new-bradi g ove mih eiit The 
pmer even sussested. sped& ■ Itmeuase . 


buUal^ .Sy<u and.In^ as die . prine^al 
of in • lAanmi^ m- 

«»-it«dtfigry rtrilnwg Syria's drag-money a^ 
e^pitwrfijring infiastcDctme in LdiaiaL~ - 
■ pBiallelnig; ' Syria’s bebaviour 
iaHi«hin^ die pKecedcDt diat Syrian, ter-' 

‘ ritbiy is not to ^***<^^ emabating 

Siam LebSsim by 2 bmS praiy 
Bpflfing Syrian zoiliiazy taigets in Lebanon} 
and riipuld'diat i«ow- iu s i i flfei e nt ,-8l^^ 
sdecttaigets in Syria jpnipai 
- »i^ tau mis opporaiuily to 

nridnid die'.woiid ofdiepattire (ri'die 
unx^mei.M Given the natoxe of diie legidie 
in Damascus, it is bpdi' nahimj and motal . 
iiiiit- 'riiandons die rio^n eom- 


UL, drawing attentio n .to fe weqioos of 
'ftMi« descrocribh ivognaoBOK^' and.rQecfiag 
Tiipd for peace’ 'deab on' the. Gblm- 


Syria^g iagrit^l integrity ** 

To ensnare Jonfan. die Kile gtoqi ino- 
poses..diraNaasy8hu Jordan as the 

fist official state via^eyaa befme a visit 

- to ^ United Slates... airport Ki^ Russ- 
eitt ^ jnoviding him v^'some tan^e 
seamly mea s ures , to ^nraect .his zr^e 
i^anA Syrian stibveision and -encourage 

— diimHgh inflmnrp in'lfae tlS busiBesS 

e/miiiiiiiiity f||_ JjOldBn to - 

suuctueaDy shift lord's economy aw^ 
fiom d^tendenceonlnq..** ' > 


which Prime -hfimster . Binyamm He- 
tanydm sboold inooiporato mto Us q>ee^ 
es Airing hig-fn^- vijit toibeTMted States. 

' What the is^- 

the fact thra msny of die w»tvwnrw»iMia«ifHig 
proposed and even die qiecSfie language 
suggested aj^iear to have been adoi^ ^ : 
N^anyahu. Ihe toemes -nnd -poti^ pro- 
posals found in.’'A.CleBn.Ke^ were 
eelMed ^ the prime nrinfat^ nqiealied^ 
durh^ Ins nuo^ public addresses in die US 
cqjitaL 

What makes diis strategy - pq^ <fis-' 
turtnng, howevo^ is the &cttbBt.^-stndy 
grolqi leader le^pnsible ftir piroating “A 
Gean Break” is Sicbatd Peri^ a ftraner as-, 
sisu^^ secrelBiy of (Mmse a die. Roigm ' 
Perle is cunenl^ serving as 
a figure in R^ublican inesidenlial 
nominee Bob pole's fbrrign poliey brain 
trust The remainder of da: study groop 
eludes other Rra^an era officials, iriio have . 
also been identifi^ as advisem. - 
In dieir dual capacities as advisem to die 
Repidilican nominee and siiat^ists fbr ihe 
Libid prime ininistei; the sbidy groig) is. 
calling fix an end to fte peaoe-piocera and 
the b^innjng of a Rei^aiFs^e War 
can^gn m the ^ddle East diat vrauld es- 
tablish Israeli hegemony, destabilise die 
Arab world and, in efie^ m^dlute anew 
rader based m peace by cenque^ 

In the opening part ofdieirdoraiQient, die . 
Pede groDp dranisses herw the Labour-led 
peace process nndennined Israri and led to 
a ‘'smt^ic paralysis”. . • ' 

It says, "While there ate.fliose.vriio will 
counsel Israd-to die' 

portunity to- mate a dean-bie^ it.'cah 
forge a peace process and straff bas^ on . 
an eadt^ new inldiectual foimdarion, one 
that restores strat^ic initarive and pso- 
vides4he natun loom to eng^ evaypos-. 
sible energy <n trimildn^ ZiomsDL..” . 

The first cBcoffliiwodation made in die xd* 
port is fix die sew prii^ intoigter to 
define pace and en^ia^ Issai^ aecnrity. 
as essential to peaccL This secriondiftheref 
port reads: "Eariy adopihaD ctf abof^i^ 
p aspectrve on peace md security is im^- 
attve fix the new prime nunuter. While die 
previous govemment, and many 
may emphasise ^ktod fix peace* . yriBch 
placed Israel in the position of cultui^ ec- 
onomic, pofidca^' t^omniic, and milhaiy - 
retreat — the xiewgovcimQcraciBi promote^ 
Western values and traditions. Such an ^ ; 
.proodi, wfaidi'U^ be wribredeh^ ia:^. : 
United States, inctnda *peace fix peace'^ 
^peace duou^ streogdi* and se^-r^asce:. 
the balance of power. 

.".Jteaad’s quert fix peace exbergesfto^ 
and does not replace, die pursuit of its 
ideals... Israel can now embrace nego- 
tiatkms, but as means, ora ends, to'^NJisoe 
. ideals and. riMnn«rtratf> TMt ipwal 
4tead&stness. ftcm^balleoge pdlice sta^ 
enifiKce com|diance of apeenKms;.an^ 
sist on nwni»^ stam&nb of account- 
ability.” 

For Netanyafau’s Washi^gloin qieed^ die 
Ferie groiD proposes the ftiUcmi^ Ian- : 
guage; "Vito have fiir fiour jeais puesu^ 
peace based on a new Middle. East We. in . 
laid cannot pley imocems abcoad.in a 
worid diat is not innocei^ dqiends. 
on dw diaracter nd bebamburdf our files. 
We live in a dartgaous oe^ghboudibod, 
with fiagOe states md bittec livalties. Dis- 
ptayingmraal amlnvalenee betw^ tiieefi- 
^ to.buxld a Jewish state and the desire to 
annihiiate it by *laiid fix peace' wf^ 

. not securr 'peace now\ Our ^mn to die 
land — to w1^ we l«ve dupg fix 2000 . 
years is I^idmate and udbra It is sot' 
widm oufjowii power, jib. matter, how 
nmeh we concede^ .to' make:^eace; uni-' 
laterally. Only the UDDOndmaoaL ao- . 
ceptance by At^ of our rights e^edaHy . 
in dieir territorial riimemann, *pace fix 
peace' is a sofid basis fix die fiUnre” . . 

^ice ^am, ledayiic ^ Sea^-.Coki 
War model of mt^ eonftontman,. die 
Perie gmiy 'a^geste dj^ -'instead. of ie^ 
gaging Syna in negodatino^ i^ria shoidd 
be dnOettged, .isorated.- and aestrinlised. 
Toward dat eo4 ibe I'qKitt notes: 

•~^yna challenges' Israd on Lebara^ 
sofi. An effective qiproach and one with 
udiicfa American can syropaddse, would 
be if brael seized the sirat^c hutiarive 


ia'a mtenlion by nang Ldianese ofqioritian 
elemeols to destaiaBse Syxhm craitrcd of 
Ldmiflif . and eagapng dfiirf anianca 
dncH^ Tudray and ^x&i diet could far- 


. fii.one oTits wfiefo moments, the Ferie. 
. griii9 suggests fiat H us s w o may 
have ideas-fix Israel bringmg'its Lebanon 
proUem.iaider oontioL The predominantly 
Shfa.populatioo of sonihm Lebanon has 
been tied fix oenturis tb.die ^*a lead- 
ershqi in Kt^,.baii r^ier dan Iran. Were 
the Ha i diiapit es to-pcotFol Inut diqy could 
lire influenoe ova Najaf to hd[p Israel 

..weanda soudi Lbbabeseaw^ fiiran Hiz- 
buDah, ban and ^yiia. Sn'a retain strong 
tire to die TShtshemiteg: they vena^ fine^ 
mod die Prephet's. 'finmly; da direct de-. 
■Mwrfwnf of sriiicfi — and in vriiose veins 
the Mood of da Pcopbet flows — ^'is King 
• HoseenL” 

tins section of da rqiort begms wito the 

that “Tmirf >tag a ' 

to finge a new r riatinnriiiTp T>a*wi*tiT itself' 
andda Palestinians" 

- To encourage dug, the Perie groiqi Insists 
that load reserve fix itrelf da xi^ of *1iot 
pbrsuf^”.' that is, da ri^' to Pal- 
.estimmt^obimoDed areas; Tbey . also {xo- 
pbre.dat Israd insist on "foil Palesmdan 
. conq^ance,” stating that "bnal hre no ob- 
ligation nnAfr gie Oslo Agreements if da 
fCOdoanrafiilffii&obligaiKni^bycloe- 
mgdomaH^iteppefiriiims in Jerusalem . 
azubendmgtbodiaweiD-kniown&taelide- ; 


. Since; da i^iort writers do not feel diat 
daFIOcanpeifbimasdaydeniaDd,aie- 
• placemera. oii^ to be ftiD^ for the FLO. 

' .'To'ptqm wdn^” the lepoct" states, "Is- 
lad may want to cidtivate an alteoiative to 
. Aiaf^s base of power. Jordan las ideas on 
diis.” ' . • . ■ 

; if diis .were not yhodring enongh, 
dm seetkm pfda.iepott die leo-. 

. oriimeridittioh bf a new liaae^ 
.dscn^hingQfda PaleatinumNsrionalAn- 
dxxity .by hasting diat ft "be hdd 
to the awnv- Twbwmfti standards of account— 

: ability as ofiar lecapknts of US fbreiga 
aid. A firm peace cannot tolerate repression 
and iqjistice. A r^jme that cannot fi^ 
da inost ludimeotaiy obligations to its own 
jaf^e cannot be cramted upon to fulfil its 
ot^gatumsrto its neighboms.” 

In odieT vnords, Israd is not to be hdd ac- 
ocnxraeilde fix human ri^te viotedoos, but 
thePNA wtocb has been finced by da IJS 
an(|.Xsrial- to "crack down” -a to bet con- j 

damned T alrft fwiti- fifray^ hnymm righta | 

saders43f da Reagan era. di^coaaeni is 
ofavionsly not da protection of human 
li^xts.^ but tbe disci^tii^ and nltimatety 
rqdat^ of ^ FNA. 

ft is vodimdiis aisi dim the effii^ 

Ferie group to transpose the Reagen Cold 
WarsQodel on IsraeTand the Middle East is 


' As ifae US during the Reagan era m 
ovecome wididw eigihariB'Of devdoping 
cosdy strate^es desteoed tp.cmtsm and 
disrapt the ”evzl eiiqtte" and dto budding 
..ofaOiaBces to'pr^ect h^etaoity, the P^e- 


*Tsi^ can & staiepc enytroft- 
iiM^ in ooop^M t wtfaTm yaod Jra-. 
dan by we&enmK comaiMP& and even 
Syria. Tlik effort cm fi>c^ 
removing saddaiw Husseis fixxn power m 
Itm — an mpsetaat Isra^ stnt^ o^ 
jertwein te oyro as » 

ing Syria's i^fland amlAtioos.” 

To fieceaSife vfoere go^ ^ .Pofe 
ffoup propDsa grand schemes to ftiHiiew t ■ 
Tbifej^ and Jo^ten in a r^ensd power 
' gjnt ggle that-wopM^'Eedfaw te fflgi of the, 
MidSeEa^mat^tfarawob^*1hrete 


. To f^mainge and constc^” US reaction 
...todteffplmto.tnnsfixirttla.peacepnicess, . 
da Perie gronp-TBcammeDds. that Prime. 
Minister Netao(yalia *%smulate policies 
and .stress dwaas he fovoiira .in lai^nage 
fanitiar to dte Americans by tqiping into 
'■ themes of Ameiicm fldin r»k ii 'M i i inng Airing 
the Cold War vriiicdi i^.y wiein to Israd.” 
Instod of operating moe the Labour gov- 
enwnient^ w hie'h da wf fto A ' aemae of in- 
viting US interveDtion into Ta i a r .^ i wfiwi r a in 
Older to "overeooa dom^'c oi^asitirai to 
''land . fix peace”, they propore that da 
new laadi goveaniDem. *makie a clem 
break fixnu dapara and a new vi- 

rion fix the US — Israeli partnership based 
msdf-reliaiiee, maturity, attonutoi^ — 
'not oia fbeused xnnowty on tenitorial dU- 
':pDte8. Israeli's new straff — based on a 
riia red pfaflosoptv of peaice through 
strength — reflects continuity 'mth West- 
ern vahas by stressing that Isiad is self- 
retiant, does not.heed US troops... and cm 
manage its own affehs." • 

Finrily, tfae-xepoxt proposes that Ne- 
tanyahu se^ Ij^lsneli coope ra tion in de-. 
vricfni^ a "misrile defense tyston” which 
diey sDggest would not ooty protect Israri 
but womd'aJso "broaden Ist^'s base of 
• siQpQrt among mai 9 in da United States 
Congress 'vito mity koow Htde about IsreeL 
Uzt care yoy mum about ffiisrile defense.” 
ft b dem di^ die peare process is in deqi 
trouble today. In rac^ it is ocoect to note 
das da process was in a do wnwa rd q;nial 
even before da new Israeli dections. But 
if da wii tets'of.**A QeaaBrealf are in feet 
-mflxaritial in riiqmg biiKli and US poU^, 
das'da eleetun of a Ukud goveoxomt 
presents gore new damage not only to da 
peace raoeere but to the peace and weE- 
' bea^ rate mtira Arab worid. 

-It IS clear, so fix, diat at lost some erf'da 
rhetoite and strate^ thioi^ of dre groi9 
has been adopted ^ da'Nraaayafau govem- 
neot For'm gro^ c^Reagm-ei^ Dde- 
' Ndanyafan .advisera to be ultimatriy .si» 
ciaadifl^ di^ US tamdidate most not only 
win but must pereooally adopt their stra- . 
t^ic lfainl^g as wdL It b dear that at least i 
as a candidBte, Bob Dote has beoa heavfly 
mfludaed ^ da dames of da Perie groiqi. 
hi fab platmrm and bb recent ariAwaagi^ - 
-.:D(de 8M^.of.''woikh]g more cteady and 
snooi^ w^ « Ndttiyahp government | 
ihm a seoiind tenn'C&itoa adminbtia-' 
tioo", *1»t pR-anpinig Tsiad's soyereiai 
to dcvbe ib own aatimri skority poi- 
it/'j siqipditiDg Netatouhit'a call fix 
"prime throi^^trei^ 

irtud to giver^ the .ODteaHe^hte.** 

The raKstion, of coims^ b woiild a Fres- 
ideot Dole fitilow da same line* as can- 
didate Dol^ and would the grovp that ^ 
vaa to. be jnfliiential m ptqmsmg 
. i«ngmige jor. fab' gpcgcto Slid th^ of 
P iime hfimstra Netaoty^ be brou^ into 
. a Dote adudnbttatit^in poatioiDS udieie 
•day would be able to rii^ a Goalescmg of 
. US and laadi polides into da larmchmg 
of a bittei .^ dtetoEii^rii^ Nfiddte East 
'cddwar.' 

'7%s n^ifer is jre^d^ qf rite Arab Amer- 
ieahbistitute. 
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Kurds of the Patrit^ Unk« of Knrdbtm at the Iran-lraq border on dieir way badk into Iraq o>MoM=pf 


Keeping Iraq boxed 

Despite a relaxation in tensions between Washington and Baghdad, US reinforcements in the Gulf 
appear set to remain until the US elections, writes Hoda Tawffik from Washington 


For the time bdng at least. US President Bill Clinton 
believes that tilings are proceedmg reasonably well in 
Iraq, "I fed good about i^” he str^sedL 

It b not clear if tins b a tactical approach aimed at 
keerang the scene calm fix a few more weeks before 
the November dectiems. The US seems to be con- 
docting a war of nerves against ftaq. Whh die de- 
pJoym^ of 3,500 US troops in the Kuwaiti desert 
near the Iratp borda now cc^lete, die qu^on b^- 
ging fix an answer b how long will Ammcm forces 
remain in the Peraim Oulf area, gjveD that dietr stay 
will be difficult to justify. 

CUnton's tone was condliatoiy as be voiced hb sat- 
isfaction r egar din g Iraq's bdiaviour on the eve of hb 
address to & 51st UN Genenl Assembly. TUs coma 
at a time when mmy UN offidab and ddegates are 
wondering exactly how alienated the US administra- 
ti<a b from the oigamsation. 

The US poli^ towards Iraq has not ehmgett The 
strategy remains the same in ^rite of the acknowledg- 
mmt^ CIA Directra John Dmtch that Iraqi Piesideot 
Saddam Hussein’s influence has been strengthened in 
die region aftra he regained control over northern Iraq. 

The US riill hopa to find a way to reconcile the two 
Kurdish warring fections m norths Iraq. Thb b not a 
crucial American strat^, however, as the notdi of 
Iraq was never of vital interest to America. Thb ex- 


plains why tbe US strategy concenuog Iraq remains' es- 
sentially tile same. Other considerations are more im- 
portaiit from tbe US point of view. First, sustaining a 
str^ US nailitazy presence in tiie area, tte linchpin of 
whidi b “Operation Southern Watch”, now e.'rtendcd a 
few lolometra from die heart of Bagdad. Second, main- 
taining UN sanctions to prevent Saddam Hussein from re- 
build^ hb aimy or becoming a regional financial pow- 
er. Thi^ putting pressure on UN aims monitors to trace 
and destroy what b left of Baghdad’s micleax, chanical 
and biological weapons of mass destruction and Icmg- 
range mi^a. Fourdi, encouraging the Ira<p opposition. 
Fif^ keeping Iraq weak so that it cannot mt^re and 
obstnict America's vital oil interests in tbe region. How- 
ever, “the contaimnent potiey is directed against the rich 
and powerful Iraqi state and not only Saddam.” said Na- 
mir Ali Jawdat, a Middle East consultant living in the 
US. 

The only substantive variation in tiie American strategy 
towards Iz^ b less gnuAarig on Operation Provide Com- 
frat (OPC) in noithran Ira^ as the fate of future anange- 
men^ including the Turiosh plan to establish a security 
zone riong the Iraqi side of its soutfaeasteni border, lies in 
toe Vianits of Ankara. 

US ofEciab insist that the US role in northern Iraq b 
fix firan over and they will try to re-essen some influence 
there in the craning months. But one key component, the 


air cover for tbe Kurds provided by OPC, could disappear 
after December if Turkey refuses to extend the man^e 
of the toleration. Hus would affect the US ability to fly 
allied war plana over nortixra Iraq. 

Some Kurds in Washington say that the fate of tbe 
Kurds doa not count as much as Clinton's re-ekxtion 
campaign needs. The Kurds are yesterday’s strategy, they 
say. DOW that tbe US has failed to keep tbe Iraqi aimy out 
of north of tbe country and reconcile the Kurdish fec- 
tioDS, espeebUy since tbe Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) allied itself with Saddam Hussein. 

In the words of CIA director John Oeutch, the US ac- 
cuses KDP Irada Massoud Baizani of playmg an enor- 
mously dangerous game. Commenting on Baraani's en- 
counter with US Assistanx Secre ta ry of State for Near 
East Affrurs Rdrert Pelletreau in Ankara last week, he 
said: "Mr Barzani is now approaching the anti-Iraq ec^ 
alitiOD for protection, in an effort to keep Saddam Huss- 
ein at anns’ lengto. Meanwhile Saddam b putting m- 
creasing pressure on Baizani to negotiate for autonomy 
under Bagh^'s overall control” 

Tbe pressing question for the Clinton administration b 
wbetoer Baghdad intends to issue another fihpUengg be- 
fore tbe November Sections. Rather fo«n risk beh^ 
caug^ siuprise, the US reinforcements may stay until 
election day “to be on tiie safe side,” said a Pentagon of- 
ficial. 


Kurds lose Comfort 

Iraqi Kurds say that Operation Provide .Comfort no longer exists because most aid workers have left in 
of another strike by Saddam Hussein. Omayma Abdel Latif reports from Zakho in Iraqi Kurdistan 


The two-storey buildmg in Zuqaq Al-Nassari Street in 
Zakho m norihem Iraq staiuk Uke a ghost house. Umil 
two wedcs ago, tbe boil ding known as Military Co- 
ordination Council (MCC) was tiie headquarteis of Op- 
eration Provide Comfort (OPC) in nrxtfaan Iraq. It no 
longer is. 

“The Americans have gone without even telling any- 
body about tiieir departure time,” said Abdel Azb R^- 
~ab, head'of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) of- 
fice in ftaqi Kurdistan. “They have left behind all tiieir 
machxoe gnus and even all tiieir persona] belongings 
and have taken vdfii them all dieir soldiers,” Ra^ told 
AI’A/iram We^y, 

Under OPC, some ^000 personnel, primaiity from 
TWkey, (he US, Britain and France were to provide 
protectirai to Kurds in northern 1^ by using 
Tuddsh bases to % more than 30 daily sorties north of 
the 3^ parallel to detra Iraqi attacks against toe 
Kurds. Hie military operation began in tiie wake oftise 
Gulf War to allow Ii^ Kurds to return safely to toeir 
homa m n^era Iraq and to protect toem from fintoer 
per sec u tion. 

Ironically, the OPC staff were the first to flee Iraqi 
Kurdistan and were stationed in Solobi, a Kurdish vil- 
li^ in Turkey wfaidi b 20km from fte boideis. Ao- 
cradmg to loads and the UN staff operating in Zakho, 
nobody knows exactly vriiat was the reason the staff 
of OPC to flee to Tndoey. One UN worker in Zaldio 
said, however, toat during fee past two weeks toere 
baite been rumours toat Ira<^ Prudent Saddam Huss- 
ein was coming back with ins troops. “Tbe Amraicans 
and toe'Britisb were told to leave as soon as possible so 
they thoti^ it would be better to evacuate all their 
peraile. Most relief ageneia have gone now,” said Stig 
QiQoii, a Itenish official woridng to toe United Na- 
tirais Ouazd Cootingera in Iraq (UNGO). 

To many Iraqi i^nb, OPC, since day had only 
(MM meanins; protecting toe no fiy zone. Since toe flow 
of humanitarian siqmort has cet^ to come to toe area 
a long time ago, ^ triule fitting was going on 
tween toe two Kurdish fhetiozis, toe OPC woe 
witiching the latest developments on CNN. 


Many Kurds vdio ^ke to toe Weekly are sceptical 
about American protection if Saddam comes back. “How 
can they protect us when they were the first to run away, 
even before Ra/trf<wn was thmlring of returning?” said Ak- 
ram Mohammed Youssef of tbe Turkeman Party in Zak- 
ho. The deteri ora t i ng ccmclitions in the area have led the 
Bh eilchs of Z^o mosqua to urge the Kurdish people not 
to lose patience. "Hie Kurds should depend on them- 
selves. We have been let down by evetyhcxly, but you 
Kurds should remain patient and Allah will reward you,” 
said one sheikh in his Friday sennon. 

But the p^ence of tbe locals is lumingthin since eveiy- 
day life activities have literally stopped. Many shops have 
closed for lack of siqiplia and even on a busy Friday after- 
noon, onty five out of 15 shops are epra in Zakho's main 
street but -witii very little to sell. Iraqi Kurds, says Akram, 
are stockmg t^ the goods available in case Saddam stzika 
again. "Hiere is notoing to buy. There b no food, no med- 
irane. We tfaou^t the war was over but here another war 
will begin and thb time over food,” Akram said. 

There are now only two aid ^eaicia, besides UNGCl, 
still operating in northern Iraq; an American organisation 
called Shelter Now with a one-member stefT and the Is- 
lamic Relief Or^nisation. Otoa N(30s and a French 
medical oiganbati(» called Norto-West Medical, which 
have been operating since toe Oulf crisis, left 
DoztoeinlraqattoetMginmDgoftiibmon&tetoe 
past two we^, h was rqpo^ toat aid agenda t 
in northern Iraq were facing difficulties in cross- li 
ing toe borders wito their aid staff. 

On September 10, a letter was directed to tbe 
bead of Ibrahim Khalil customs post fita Thomas 
KivU^ the team leader of a UN aid group re- 
<]uesting assistance in facilitating toe passage of 
ms staff and vehicia (anying tbrou^ toe 
bot^. Ml 

“Our people qient two and a half long, frus- 
trating boms to ^ toe vdiictes into Zakho. We 
urge you to facilitate with ali the assistance need- 
ed,”Kivlan wrote in hb letter. PK 

Now dte UNGCl, which has been stationed in 
Zakbo since 1991, piovida the bulk of aid, name- 


ly medical assistance and food, to the noitoem Iraqis. Kiv- 
lan explained, “Our mandate b to support all faumanztar- 
ian aid but our job also includa protecting tbe loeab and 
NGOs from any possible attacks. We negotiated wito 
Baghdad that ail the hiHwanitarian aid which CtXIMS 
through the Turkish borders should be escorted by UN 
guards. We do not fear any attacks from toe Iraqi troops 
because we are legri and w»k under a UN umbrella.” But 
another UN worker, who to reveal hb name, srid 

that situation was still ciitical in the area. “There b a 
nervons atmosphere. People are scared because toe staff 
of MCC has left all of a sudden. It can only be for one rea- 
son. the Iraqi troops are coming from tiie south,” he said. 

Aiaotoer reason which adds to the growing fears of the 
inhabitants in Zakbo is that Turkey has been *«««»"£ 
troops along its tKxders with Iraq in prep arati on for in^e- 
menting its security zone plan. Thb sedniity zone will in- 
clude Zakho, as it Ua only 5km from the btxder. 

**We thou^t that the war wa over between [Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal] Talabani and [i^P lead- 
er Massoud] Baizani and that all tiie troubtes vrould be 
over. But now everybody waits in nervous sUence for the 
troops to come from tbe south or die Thiks to mm foe area 
into a battlefield against toe flutters of toe Knrdbtm 
Woriters Party (PKK)," said a Kim 


JOB OPPORTUNITY IN KUWAIT 


MANAGEMENT CONSUuTANT 


MANAGEMEm* & RNANaAL Consultant 
needed fbratxmsuftingolfica 
Must have a university degree, 1 0 yeara experience, 
and profkxency in the English Langu^ 

Please send resume to FAX 00965 - 4830582 or to 
P. a Box 26247 Satot13123 KuwaiL 
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PASOK 


GREECE'S govexnizig PASOK. 
(Pan-HeUeoic Socialist Movemeht)*won 
an al^lute majority in last wedeend's 
elections, taking seats in the 
300-meiiiber paiiiamenL Tbe 
conservative opposition New 
Oenuxcacy paiQr gsmoed 108 seats in 
tbe singl&chamber parliament down 
fimn liO in the previous session. 

The C wnmimist Party of Greece 
lagged bdund in diitd place widi 11 
dep^es, two more than in tbe last 
parlianwint. Greece’s edmic Turkish 
minority, which is mainly Muslim, has 
reamed a voice in parliament after diree 
years in the wilderness with diree of its 
representatives gaining seats. Tbe 
100,000-strDDg Muslim minority, based 
in northeast Greece, won not a single 
seat in tbe 1993 elections. 


P arliamentarians 
demand right to food 


THE RIGHT to food is die most bask 
hitman right and must bc eosuted before 
political rights are possible, the president 
of an intematioDal organisation of 
lawmakers said at die openii^ of diis 
year’s Inter-Partiamentaiy Unimi (IPU) 
conference in Beijing. 

A Chinese draft proposal on human 
ri^^ was adopt^ ^ the IPU as the 
basis for a resolution. The draft was 
acc^rted after it wem ’*overwhidming 
majori^ votes” over those of 20 other 
countries at the annua] conference of the 
world’s largest parii a men t a iy 

The draft said die cunent 
’’infeniatioiial economic order is stSL 
unjust, which hindeis the realisation of 
human rights and ftoidainental 
freedoms.” The document also call^ on 
govemmeDts to **stxengdien international 
cooperation, to promote mutual 
understanding throi^ dialogue, and to 
the promote protection ofhuman li^ts 
on fee basis of equally and mutual 
respect.” 

More than 1,400 pariiamentarians, 
speakers and representatives fiom 130 
countries arc attending fee co nfe rence in 
Beijing. 

Tbe IPU was created in 1889 on die 
initiative of two parliamentarians from 
Brit^ and France to promote peisrxial 
contacts between members of all 
parliaments to strengthen 
representation institutions and promote 
world peace and cooperation 


P aris meeting fights 
organised crime 


LAST WEEK, magistrates, police 
officers and researcbers from 80 
countries gathered in Paris for a 
conference on organised crime, which 
was opened by French Interior Minister 
Jean-Louis Delxe. . 

In his opening speech, Dtriice told 
de1eg;at^ that organised crime was 
major concern bon use it threatens the 
balance of our democracies.** The 
caaference is the ISfesuchgafeeringto 
be (Kganised by fee criminological 
research body known as tbe Intercentre 
Messina. Founded in 1978, the 
oiganisation is attached to fee Messina 
University in Sicily and bad become a 
consultative bo^ for the United 
Nations. 

Tbe course will last one wedt and its 
speakers will include reputed anti*«rime 
figures such as Colonfeia’s Luis Enrique 
Montenegro Rinco, tbe deputy director 
of fee Br^ota polk« force responsible 
for fee fell of tbe drug boss Psiblo 
Escobar, and Italy’s anti'Mafia judge 
Bnmo Skiaci. 

Organised crime ie(ffeseixts a S500 
billirai market each you “at lea^” said 
the head of the inteinatioiial poliw 
organisation Interpol at fee start of a 
week-long pow-wow of police fiom five 
. American, Geonan, British 


and Fiendi police will fescuss tiie issues 
wife colleagues fiom nations like China, 
Thailand and Chad. 


Red Cross 
denies Mari links 


THE INTERNATIONAL Committee of 
die Red Cross (ICRC) vigorously denied 
allegations that some of its offic^ 
wodted for the Nazis duri^ Worid War 

n. 

The World Jewish Congress charged 
last week <» tbe basis of US intelligenee 
documents that ICRC workers had been 
involved in the trafficking of Nazi war 
qxuls and had spied for Germans. 

rqxirts, datmg fiom fee end of 
World War n, labelled cert^ activities 
as spying that were “perf^y normal, 
camra out openly aim wife fee accord 
or at fee request of the Allied 
anifaorities,'^ fee ICRC smd in a 
stalemeoL 

The ICRC, noting diat it was an 
indqieodent oigamsation founded in 
Gendin 1863 to take care of those 
wounded and taken prismer during 
«Tm«i conflicts, said feat throughout fee 
war it furnished the names of {uisooers 
and their relatives to tiieir home 
g ove rnm ents. 

The organisation’s central files 
contained nearly 36 million names of 
prisoners of war of all nationalities, ^ 
statement sairf 


U nctad 

warns of deflation 


DEFLATION poses a risk to tiie 
globalisation 8^ growth of the world 
economy, still stagnating after one of the 
deepest recessions in the post-war era, 
die United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Develop i n g (UNCTAD) said last 
week. 

**Wife ever more integrated financial 
markets, fee risk of deflation is real If 
monetary policy in developed countries 
continues to focus solely on combating 
inflation while governments axe mainly 
concerned with cuttii^ the budget,” fee 
organisation said in its annual report, 

UNCTAD forecast that worid 
economic growth this year will not 
exceed 199S's rate of 2.4 per cent, 
compared wife 2.8 per cent in 1994, 
d^qiifft fee continued buoyancy of wotM 
trader up eight per cent on last year. 
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Pity the poor 


" ■? 


The UN pleads for the world's poor and puzzles over the US's next move, writes Gamal Nkrumah jf 


It is wrong to assume feat reforming the United Na- 
ti<«s would be a matter of little moment to Afiiea. Ex- 
tonal fectojs have sometimes helped ingiroye Af- 
rica’s econonuc perfonnance. Affica's economk 
trends are sli|(btly better titan feey were in fee 1980s. 
Still, tbe continent .cannot afford to ignore fee much- 
touted United Nati^ New Agenda for tbe Develop- 
ment of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NAD AF). 

Africa is home to a tiurd of fee worid’s poor. How 
can the W help fee poor if it is in fee tiuroes of its 
worst financial crisis? “The job ahead of us is monu- 


mental. Not only do we have the task of raising the in- 
comes of fee 1.3 bUlioo people living on less SI a 


day, we also face the duinting task of creating greater 
equity, opportmuty and empowennent’' not^ James 
Gustave Speth, tbe UN Development Progran^ ad- 
ministrator. **^h day another 67,000 people join the 
ranks of tiie poor. That's about 2S million pecqple each 
year.” But the poor will not feature at tiie tt^ of the 
agenda of fee heads of state and government gathered 
at tiie UN headquarters in New Yoric for die 31st UN 
General Assembly this week. 

So what is the UN-NADAF? GraDdiose schemes, 
imaginative propomls and solemn promises to erad- 
icate world poverty are not always enot^ to solve 
fee probleoL ”The UN-NADAF is a new departure in 
intematiraiai development cooperatioiL I am stFcmgly 
committed to it It must be made to yield results,” 
stated UN Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali back in 
1992. But as 1 pored over tiie UN-NADAF's mid- 
term review, I wandered bow it would be made to 
yield results. The United States forced tiie UN to re- 
duce hs 1996-97 budget Ity $250 millimi to $2.61 bil- 
lion. The UN was ^li^d to do away with some 
1,000 jobs, or 10 per cent of its workfo r ce, at its 
New York headquarters and to set a strict hirmg 


freeze. Ironically, tbe US is fee UN's largest debtor. 

Africa, too, is in dire straits. Tbe net flow of official 
development to tbe continent declmed from 

$25 billion in 1992 to $23 billion in 1994. '‘Afiica's 
gross domestic profeict grew by 23 per cent in 1995 
but hs populatioo ffxw by X9 ^ cent resulting in an 
actual per capita income decline of 0.6 per cent,” 
warned the UN-NADAF's mid-term review. ‘Tts share 
of worid trade fell fiom 3.1 per cent in 1990 to 2.1 per 
cent in 1995, while foreign direct investmeot has de- 
clined significantly.” Economic growth and social de- 
velopment in Africa depend on continental economic 
integration, higher eiqpon growth rates and foreign 
capital inflows. 

According to the UN-NADAF’s niid-teiro report. 
“African ddit has lisea from $289 billion in 1991 to 
over $314 bilUon in Moreover, tiie report 

pointed out tto even though world trade as a whole is 
projected to rise by some ^10 bOlioa annually in the 
next few years, studies estimate that “Africa stands to 
lose up to S3 Wlion a year due to tbe Uruguay Round 
of worid trade talks, tn^y fiom hikes in import bills, 
budget deficits and tbe costs of lost preferences wife 
tbe European Union.” 

Why ^uld fee UN-NADAF succeed when other 
siinilar projects have failed? Tbe deputy director of 
the UN Information Centre in C^ro and fee UN co- 
ordinator for media activities for tbe Gulf region. He- 
dayat Abdel-Nabi, told Al-Ahram Weekiy that tbe UN- 
NADAF was reviewed ou 16 Septe m be r 1996 and sbe 
assured that “tiie views of African governments, non- 
govemment organisations, multilat^ institutions and 
regnal bodies such as the Orgsnisatira of African 
Unity are takeo into account” 

Abdel-Nabi explained how in November 1995, Bou- 
tros Ghati embarked on a detennined effort to reform 


and streamline fee UN to the international or- 
ganlsanon more cohesive and elective in eradicating 
poverty and promoting world peace. “He launched an 
efficiency effort to accelerate change in fee man- 
agement of fee UN Secretariat” Abdel-Nabi said. 
“The volume of documentation and publications print- 
ed in the UN Secretariat has been cut by 13 per cent 
since January 1996. Multiple projects in UN offices 
around fee worid ha\e streamlining ad- 

ministrative processes and eiqnnding fee use of in- 
fbonation tedinology. A new, easier-to-use UN Home 
Page is DOW on fee Iniemet, which in a couple of 
months will make over 270,000 UN documents in all 
six official UN languages available electronicaliy in 
157 countries.” 

In Africa, nearly 170 millioD pe^le do not get 
enough to eat About 23 mfllioo African children are 
maliwurisbed and 16 per cent of babies are under- 
weight An American official abducted in Mogadishu 
was fie^ last week after his kidnappers realist feat 
fety had mi^akeo him for an official of fee UN World 
Food Programme (WFP). Tbe kidnaped official, 
l^niel Sufeer, was actii^y an official of fee US 
Agency for International Development (USAID). 
Gearly a case of mistaken identity. So why did Soma- 
li militiamcD want to Iddnap a official? Tbe So- 
malis warned fee UN agency to pay some $270,000 
that feey claimed was owed to its Somali employees. 
The Nairobi-based Somali Aid Coordination Body 
warned that kidnapping is hampering humanitarian re- 
lief work. 

How is fee UN going to meet the needs of the 
world's poor if fee world body is scaling down its op- 
erations because of drastic cuts in its budget? The UN 
is owed a total of $2.8 bUUon by member states — 
over half of which is owed by the UN’s largest con- 


tributor, fee US. America’s share of tiie UN bor^ ; 
sinfids at 25 per cefe today. Waslnngttm wants it dem ; 
to 20 per cent The US owes tiie UN about $1.7 taBibfr " 
and its reluctance to pay its dues (fireetiy affict&tbti;' 7 
UN's agenda for alleviating world poverty. A'' . 

“We have begun a series ofieibmis,*’GhaIi told'flie. 
British newspaper The Jnd^endaU last week. T wA • 
to be re-clccted to be able to continue wife fee.ie» ', 
fbmi.” But the US opposes his re-election. A coaqi^ > 
of days ago, US State Depaitmoit spokesman Ni^ • . 
olas Bums made h abundantly dear that Watiungteii'T 
still strongly disapproves ofGhaJi. ’The US is not in- : 
dined to step back fiom hs po^on. We’re nec.nr ! 
dined to consider any land of option that would allow' 
for fee continuation in office of the secretziy-giaiex^' - 
We firmly believe that tbe best sohnirm is to sdecu^. 
new individual to occupy tins office,” Boms said 'i : t-' - 

What allegedly ides die Americans most is nbtiOUi^-* 
li’s obstnictioD of reforms but his srqiposed bde-ef* ' / 
managerial skills to inspire his staff aoditf political . 
ability to convince tbe Engfish-Hieaking world feat -;; 
tbe UN is worth saving. P^ycock. US. am->ji 
bassador to the UN. M^leine Albright, sp eabails 
fee smear campaign against Gbali. XJN 
Bteiy needs an administrator at fee hebn,” she told rbr -n ■ 
porters last week in what many observears see as pert 
of US presidential electiooeeriiig games in the nuH9 : 1 
to 5 November. Tbe same oteervers feel tfatt America . {it . 
is buying time to put off paying its dues. Oa cooditiGiq: , 7 :: 
of anonyinity, a Western (^lomat 1 oli-Al-Jhrdm'■,^ ,, 
Weekfy feat fee US mtends to deity Teptyingils dritt. 
to the UN until the end of fee year when (HuJTs liif'rt ' 
will be decided Meanwhile, on the rideliiies,;Af-r'; 
rica watches tbe slangiog matdL Belter a shQft.sozftm'ii .... 
of comedy at tiie UN rhan g Ifwig- nimmig force if fee " 
world borty was s c r ap ped altogether. > 


Thoroughly , Revolutionary guerrilla groups are making a serious cx)me- 

_ . ■■■ ■■ back in Latin America, as economic liberalisation forces more 

W I mm I ■ 1 1 ^ WW% people below the poverty line, writes Faiza Raciy 


^ i J • 


All across Central America, various iwolutionafy 
gumlla groups have taken up arms in defiance of 
their governments' structural adjustment pro- 
grammes (SAPs). In Peru, the long-dormaat Shiaiog 
Pafe gue^las recently made a comrtack, strength- 
ening feeir base in fee impoverisbed Lima slums and 
hitting army bases in the distant hinterlands. Two 
weeks ago in Colombia, 500 fighters of the Revoiu- 
tionaiy Armed Forces (FARC), destroyed the army's 
anti-narcotics base at Las Delicias near the Peruvian 
border, lolling 61 soldiers and capturing 67 more. 
Over tbe following week, tbe guetriUas attacked 28 
ofeer government installations and brought road and 
railway traffic to a halt. 

The attack was launched in solidarity wife the etzm- 
]^ino (peasam) movement in the soi^ As part of its 
“war on drugs” campaig n, fee Colombian government 
hu ordered tbe military to destroy all coca fields — 
without considering that the productirai of coca re- 
mains the only means of subsistaiKe for inqioverished 
soutbeni can^zesinos. As a result of fee government's 
economic deregulation policies and after the eUmina- 
tion of pro^tive tariffo on agrarian production in 
1988, the price of coffee — fee country’s major each 
crop — decreased bytO per cent Forced out of coffee 
production and unable lo finH a viable alternative, Co- 
lombian peasants turned to the cultivation of coca. 

“When incoine decrease to this extern and childreiL 
are starving, one shouldn't wonder why poor peasants 
choose to turn towards the lucrative maAet provided 
^ tbe North American narcotics traffic,*’ wrote polit- 
i(^ analyst Noam Chomsity. Commeotuig on fee re- 
cent attack a^inst the military, a FARC member ex- 
plained: “This is a militaiy campaign in solidarity 
wife tbe campesino moveinent The fact that these 
campt^inos grow coca doesn't mean anything. The 
army is killing these p«^gantg. They want to take away 
fee only means of subsistence feat fety have.” 

In Mexico, a new rebel grotqi — the P^ular Rev- 
olutionary Army (EPR) — surfaced tiiis summer. 
Tbe EPR is a blossoming of 30 years of activity by 
dozens of urban and rural leftist ptMips. Uiis move- 
ment traces its origms back to tbe stud^ iqm^gs of 
1968, which were ftieUed by fee cost of staging tbe 


Olympic games feat year. A dirty war by fee author- 
ities theo ted to a wave of disappearances, forcing fee 
leftists undeipound,” explain^ Britain's The /r- 
dependenL 

On 28 June at Aguas Blancas, an impoverisbed vil- 
li^e bordering tbe trend-setting aod po^ uuemstiona) 
tourist resort of Acapulco, EPR fighters fired 17 shots 
into tbe air at a memorial service commemorating last 
year's massacre of 17 peasants in an army ambusL 
Denouncing the government's oeo-liberal policies that 
are destroyiira local markets, the group c^ed for fee 
overthrow of Ehesident Ernesto Zedillo's administra- 
tioa 

The goveroment was quick to retaliate against the 
EPR's challenge. After the guerriilas made their first 
aniearaiice. aony raids on peasant activists have been 
r e p orted in tbe stales of Puebla, Oaxaca, Veracruz and 
Hildago. *Teasant leaders said feat tbe military clearly 
feared fee EPR movement, based in the state of Guer- 
rero, could have a domino effect in the largely ne- 
glected poverty-stricken southern states,'^ r eported The 
Jndependau. 

Id Guerrero, where faiiu ers stiii live in mud shacks 
without water or electricity, while tbe rich and super- 
rich vacation in neighbouring Acapulco's ritzy clubs 
and casinos, human rights groups reported fe^ cent’ 
pesino activist Jose Nava Andrade had been kid- 
napped and tortured by men identifying themselves as 
police. Andrade said be was blindfolded and strung up 
on a tree before receiving electric shocks to his tes- 
ticles from a pmtable high-tech appliance. Throughout 
fee torture sessions, Andrade vras asked to divulge tbe 
identity of the EPR guerrillas, in Pueblo, intelligence 
agents were on fee lookout ftir 16 Ubendon theology 
priests loDown for tireir active support of revolutionary 
peasant movement. 

Initially dismissed by Zedillo as “pantomiree rev- 
tliix twu M i- I Uge e/vm ahnwed their met- 


otutionaries”. fee guerrillas soon showed feeir mrt- 
de. Two weeks ago, they coordinated attacks in six 
states killing at least 17 policemen and marines. Tbe 
group clearly feeir potaL “Among [fee guer- 
rulas'3 targets.” reported Newsweek, “was fee Pacific 
coast resort of Huatulco, where fee largest Club Med 
in fee Western hemisphere is rising within sight of 


wretched mud-floor shanty towns,” underlining fee 
social disparity. 

Commenting on the EPR’s emergence. Senator Her- 
be^ Castillo said feat tbe EPR bad appeared “as a re- 
sult of social maiglnalisation. poverty and political re- 
pression. Tbe people do not want to take up arms. 
They are forced to.” Echoing tbe senator’s words, fee 
FARC menfeer e^lained: "Tiie misery, poverty, lack 
of social alternatives and worsening of all manner of 
conflict has forced people to take up aims. They have 
DO other alteniative. We are figbtiog truly fatal neo- 
liberalism.” Across fee contiiicnt “each struggle has 
its own history,” wrote' Newswedc, ’feut fee filters all 
vilify tbe sam e enemy: ^ new face of Latin Amer- 
ican capitalism.” 

This so-colled “new face”, however, dates back al- 
most two decades. Since SAPs were tmpiemeoted in 
Latin America in tbe early 1980s, fee number of peo- 
ple living below fee poverty line has increased fr^ 
130 million to 180 miJlioiL According to Enrique Igle- 
sias, president of tbe Inter- American Development 
R ank, implementation of such programmes has caused 
fee loss of most social and economic gains realised 
over the ’60s and ’70s. Also, class ine^ialities have 
been aggravated continentwide, wife a twentyfold in- 
come differential between the richest and fee poorest 
20 per cenL Since fee early 1980s Latin Arnerican 
governineDts have transferred more than $280 biUIon 
in net interest payments to Northern banks. Following 
Unh^ States directives, wife the intention of making 
personal windfall profits, Latin American countries’ 
elites have aucticnM off public enterprises at discount 
rates, exposed local economies to multioatioiial ex- 
ploitation and removed fee last barriers impeding 
Nortbem app rtyriarion of capital and natural re- 
sources. 

Mexico’s pafe towards economic neo-liberalism il- 
lustrates tbe Latin American experience. While the 
government controlled some 1 300 public enterprises 
in 1982, it currently retains only about 100 companies. 
As a result of tbe wholesale dumping of the public 
sector, 10 major financial nsonopolies have emerged, 
controlling 71 per cent of tbe stock market's shares. 
“By selli^ tbe nation’s patrimony to a handful of 


wealfey families, the government tmg created n dffi-S* 
gmus ruptw of tiie social fabric,” wrote Jaune^^^"' 
ile^ editor-in-chief of the Mexican daily JamodtL;:: 
This is because 10 pv cent of Am [w pnl^tjnfp confiitf^'- 
70 per cent of fee national revenue, while 90 00 * 06 ^:' ' 
share the rest ^oog the 37 mill ion 
pie, 21.S million are either unemployed or uDder-7‘ 
employ^ and half of tite workforce maloe ' 

the niinixnuin wage. The extraordinaiy, wddtii.of the ’ 
privilege elite could make me ftnget fee dgect^povr 
erty which is fee lot of the majority.” oon mie oted ' 
Chom^. 

corruption of fee political elite partirdly" 
plains tite situation. When former President Migiiel'iib' 
la Madrid started dumping fee public sector,' heisold' 
profitable companies to many of his political fiisDdS' 
and allies. A case in point was the sale of the national'''' 
CTpper industry, which De la Madrid wrote off as '“htr 
longer ^t^c” The Minera Mexico industrud 
groim, wfaira acquired fee sector for js on^-- 

rently considoed tiie most successful ' 

profit margios of four wniiinn pesos- 
(S^.CKW) a year and assets of 1 8 million praos. 

Ofeer friends of the former president aiw made ' 
Md bundles. “Last year Forba mamier 
publ^^ fee names of 15 Mexacan miDioiiBiies, all. 
b^ficianes of such JrauihiJen! privatisatiOD-° 
scheines. wro te Avil£s. And the profits of tiime na-r 
Qonal entapnses are not re- invested in tiie natiaaal'' 
economy; ^ fee end of last year, fee of Mk*-'^- 

icm capital deposited in US banks had leachef $24:6 , 

1 <touble the amount dented by fee' 

I*?!™ . ®®ow«nic mvestment in privatisatioiL tiie ' 
lat^ projected wholesale auctioning of the coiititf^^'“ ' 
mam indu^ _ *he petrocheS sector^^^ 
representatives of fee luKiig-Iiir--- 
sbtunondis^ Revolutionary Party (PRI). X^n fee- 
PRJ gafe^l to vole 00 the issue last Sahndtyj a ihs- 
^ feet, thdr -r 

fists to tire cries of “Mexico. Mexico” ^^voted. 
agamst pnvansing the state^nimed company In tfrisi 
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oSnia: tile politics of stalemate 


Careesui^ -fadplessly^froia. dhmc war to botched, 
electims, Bos^ r em ai nK stock JD die nde of a bet> 
tlegFomd jbc.^ powm in .seacch of .a new, post-. 
Cold War eqidlwncim in Etoope. At ^ vay least, 
die powers were qianed intp adton by the- over- 
throw of Yalta — tte confbsDce ibat de ^ 
post-Worid War II di^naiisadoa. . 

The dectioas’ validated results 

are not out yet, and many' atoboritative voices are 
cryiqg fbto. Bto die Ibnted Stated the scte remaining 
supeipQwec, has sa^asdtber.pc^ by toUowiiig. 
up the Day^ agteonent with- toe most America- 
fKeodiy outcome possible under the eirenmatances: . 

**StaJemgteg .can help a -place Hke Bosnia,** The 
New York Tleus iwdKMrf oo the front page of its 
Sunday ‘^eek in Review**: section. Ibe iriece could 
at the latest havebeen cn Saturd^ 14 

tentoer, while the 4,000 or so pollnig stations were 
still open across toe war-nvaged, patcfawodc coun- 
try. 

But for die paper mai^ cmsider closest to US of- 
ficialdom, die outcome-was pre^ordaii^ a stde- ! 
mate, **8 hopefiii si^** ibr because' “stole-: 

m a t es are sometimes poUdes . in dbamelve^** and 
“even uneasy stalemates buy time ibr people to re^ 
sume normal lives and 166k for more pennanent so- 
lutions.’* . 

The stalemate in Bosnia will also bi^ time fin* the 
US to re-engineer NATO accmtong to its owii supers 
power impeiatiyes, extendits-eastemieadies to die 
nontiers of a dependent Rns^ rwU European 
moves tor em land of indepeadent defimee and di- 
plmm^, and bring in the Anto-Muslim world on - 
Eurasia's soutiiBmfiai& as a jtoiior partner. 

*111610 is no room in this scebano for Unhed Na- . 
dons multilateralism. Indeed, the TJN was con- 
veolendy rfisciedited and toscarded, almig -witfa -lfae 
European .aiid Canadian blue behnets, after the Sre- 
brenica ddiade. The US stqiped in and pidced iqi' 


Washington sHenc^ the Serbs’ guns, but the real pnze is refashioning 
NATO in its own Image, writes Jooneed Khan 


• the pieces at Dayton, -wito a NATO core called 
-IFO]^ US-led hnpleomxtatioa Force bidlt around 

.30,000 GIs and loosely including Rossiaiis and East 
. Einopeans d^oyed on the groinid. 

. The guns were sOeiieed, thanks to US leadptim. 
' Etections were torn entrusted to the Organisation 
.Security, and Coo p e rati on in Eurqie (OSCE), but 
tins was put under US.conlroi, with Robert Frowick 
calling tte shots and Sir Kenn^ Scott of the United 
Kingtoun second in charge: 

Bunqiean monitois of .the Helsinki and later- 
nfiional.'CxisiS'groups raised after alarm 
free and fair-dectioDS were not toasible at such short 
notice and onder local management. They argi^ 
that no one knew fiir snre bow many of the 
'3,522^06 voters of Bosma-Heoegovina listed in the 
1991 «««««« had been lolled or died Arnwg toe 
: war and how many had fled or moved. And they 
claimed that pn^ier rolls needed more time md re- 
sources to prqiare, tiiax voter security and cam- 
paigning fie«dom were madequate and that riglg of 
maoipabting the outctone were too great 
Wito the Alostar fiasco — which revealed cracks 
in file Muslini-Croet ~ finto on every- 

body’s nAcd, Rowkk heeded their advice and post- 
pone toe momctyel elections, scheduled for 14 Sq>- 
lentoer as wdl, to late November. *11118 week, toe 
•OSCE agreed to amend toe ccmtroversta] rules udiidi 
allowed the self-proclaimed Riquiblilca Srpska, bent 
on consolidatipg the “eduric purificatioa** of ter- 
litotjes it won in die war, to fixtt fiiousands of Sob 
lefijgBM to register in str a ta ^ or symbolic mu- 
nicipaHties wb^ they will never reside. 

But the “fodaaT and “ntoioaal** eketuns of 14 


September have clearly leptozitsed “ethnic piu- 
ification** by rewardisg the oarionalia yas parties in 
each camp, pardcularty toe efaauvxnistie Sot Dem- 
ocratic (SOS) and Croatian Democratic Union 
(HD^, wl^h now stand triumphant agan^ the 
backtoi^ of the Dayton map of a de tocto psrtidoned 
Bcsnia-Hefzegovina. 

Eager to pre-empt any at fiusirating US 

wito^ toe OSCT .pimped toe gtm and proclaimed 
Alija Izetbegovic wnmer of the tripartite preaidency 
and his Muslim Pasty of Denmcntic Action (SDA) 
rfriTTrifiawi in toe “ii^ooar pariiameat A flood of 
ccnqilaiDts fiom loot pirtes and foreign observer 
foiG^ die OSCE’s election expat, John Reid, to 
concede “errors of additian and transcriptioo, end 
problems of duplicated residts.** He added. *Nobody 
. has w(m as long as die results are not certified." 

Anecdotally, toe foul-up is being blamed oo a team 
of US-sq^li^ infonnatiia tee&ology speeialiss 
woiimig die cootyuters — a remiods of toe IBM 
mix-np at die Admto Sumntor Olympics. *rhe OSCE 
also admitted that it did not know the size of the po- 
tentia] electmre nor toe percentage of voter par- 
ticqiation. Reid said the final results could vary Ity as 
much as 50,000 votes and ordered a recount 

But ^ barm is done. Aocordiag to pubHsbed 
OSCE “predaninaiy definitive rmalts**, barely 
25,000 votes s^iarato Izetoegovie from Momdlo 
Kiajiaiik, toe Seto vitoo fisisbad second in toe pros- 
idendal triumvirate. *The HDZ accused the OSCTE of 
“^doiating electoral law** after its ptesidestial ean- 
di^te, Kresunir Zobak, saw his total reduced from 
342,025 to 329.S91 vOTs. *Tbe Republika Srpska an- 
noonced h would oppMe any questioning of the 


“feuness** of die vote, at least within its own ter- 
ritoty. 

“What the OSCE has done is inesponsibte,” said 
Hrair Bdian of toe Internatitmal Crisis Group. 
“Computer errors at this stage are unbdievable. The 
mtematimial community bas lost all credibility. The 
political parties can now question toe whole electoral 
process.** 

This messy stalemate may be the best option for 
US suate^ and the local political elites, but it also 
breaks the momentum of the Dayton process. The 
much-hoped-for nq>id implementation of new io- 
BtituDons, followed by early efforts at recoostructioo. 
are now out of the question. 

Disagreement between Americans and Europeans 
has brucen out over the venue for toe fust meeting of 
die trxpanite preadency; the US favour Sarajevo, toe 
Europeans want h to be tiie UN. while Krejisoik has 
suggested a “neutral suburb" of the Bosnian capital. 

There is disagreement also on toe lifting of UN 
sanctions against toe Federal Rqiublic of Yugoslavia 
(formerly S^ia and Mmitenegro), set under Resolu- 
tion 1,022 for "tte lOto day following the f^ fim 
and elections" in Bosnia. Russia, and toe Eu- 
mpesBs, want it dime quiddy, wito Yugoslavia le- 
admiaed to the UN General Assembly, while toe US 
wants a free hand to re-impose sanctions as it deems 
fit 

All diis 00 the eve of a crudal NATO defence min- 
isteis* meeting this week in Norway, where the agen- 
da is domuiaied by Russia’s sudden refusal to see the 
Atlantic extend hs military structure to its 

very borders and by (jenomy’s demand for a het^- 
eneid role for Eun^ within a renovated NATO — a 
rfwtrMinH which w3S txaditionaUy voiced by France 
and which goes counter to the US w^d view. 

The writer is a senior mUntational editor at La 
Presse; Montreal, Canada. 


Bosnia’s ‘royal mess 


Allegations of election fraud have put the results 
of last week's Bosnian ballot in doubt and 
placed the Dayton peace process in jeopardy 


The (hganisatioiitor Secmjty and Cooperatimi in Eik 
rc^ (OSCEX wtoich ran lam week’s Beliak etec- 
tions, contiD^-ro inv estigate toe results of the ooo- 
travosiai pod this week, afta fiiirfing nregularities 
wUdi could , invalids fbe orfleome of the ballot and 
delay the inqilementalion of-vhi^-sttyulatioiis of toe 
Dayton peaM accords. Amrag them stipulations is ' 
toe rqiatiiaticHi of vefiigea to didr pre-war bmne^ 
reports Yasntin AOaiii. 

The OSCE anooimced last wedrdiat the elections- 
had been won by the jjredimg udonslia parties toe 
three edmie communities. *nie organisatipn is now tt> 
nm vote-cotmtine dieeks, sfis problems wito toe 
count were foondm both toe Muslim-Ooat Fede^. 
tion and the Sob-run areas ofBosm'a. Tbis.ddtys toe' 
scheduled certificaticu of tiie elections bey^ toe 
provisional 25 SqXOTber deaAine. Enm wiere 
found m toe tnmscr^'on Old addition of results, and 
evidence was reported of beUdt-bODi: stuffing at pol- 
h'ng stations and double-entry of results by coitbizng 
The f*ni ps Groiqi (ICG) mcsi- 

horii^ die dectiens ammuDced cm Fridty that luiiioot 
figures given by tiie OSCE plaanas. hiad eaoeeded 
100. pa cait, ndtiug tiic poatibitity of large-scafe 
fraud. An 1C<3 spdeeanan desoibed die titnationas a 
"royal mess". • , 

Ihesc discoveries have m arred timinitial.c^itonisni 
eaqMessedbyinteniBtionalmomtoBanaawfntofdie- 
paoeM conduct of volBts on die eiectioa dty of 14 
Sqrtemba. Last week Robext Frowuto of the OSCE 
praised tim “faxmess" of tire elections, in iqnte of SeA 
and MusUnomotests to the conivary. 

The OSCE bas yet to dmfy wMhac toe dis- 
crepancies uncover^ last wedk nngibt xnvalicbie the 
pretiminaiy aonoancement of vietocy for Bosnian . 


Fresxdent Al^ Izetoeg^e, who only nmrowly de- 
feated the Sot sqiaratist Mmneilo Krajisnik in the 
. kty nee for die ebahmanship tiie tinee-meatoa 
collective presideney. Sucto uncertainty constitutes a 
g gaificai i t setoack for the pressing issue of the re- 
patristite of leftigee^ ntoose £ue depends not only 
on toe outcome of tiie dedtioBis, but also on a smooto 
trausi tiop to the next stage of tiie peace process, in 
' w!^ joint institutions of post-war Bosnia are es- 

In a statemeoTto dlrAhram Weekfy, a speritesman 
for the Geneva-based office of toe United Nations 
Conmnsstoner for Refugees (UNHCR) ex- 
plained: ‘Xocsl autiiotities see rqntriation as an un- 
equvoc^ sign of a return to nomialciy. In tiie mean- 
'' time, die retun of rcfiigiBts is a sine qua non for the 
rebdafitatimi andrecoastraction process starting." 

It seems the ongohig refugee crisis in Bosnia wQl 
prove toe Ihnnis test at die durability of die Dtyton 
accords. The issue is a cemstant lemindg diat toe 


fi war emmot be solved ovcnd^iL Bection organisers 
tosclo^ ItoS week diat oidy 8,500 Mosiim a^ Croat 
refuses crossed fixma fiornlhies oo 14 Septemba 
to vote in ^tfricts where dity had lived before the 
warbut whidi now lie in Serb-held teiiitazy. The ICXi 
rqiarted that most Mudim and Ooat refugees «4io 
b^ wished to vote in Seib-coiitiolled toiitoty did not 
'do so. as poJ^g stations woe d^boatety placed 
well awiw ficmi their old neighbouiboods, in areas 
where lefogees feared ftir dieir safety. International 
orgaoiseis had esqiected ova 1 30,0(X) people to cross 
dm new edmic bcMmdaty, tK^mig that tikis would start 
die slow p roce a s of the retam of refugees to areas 
v^efa were “efimicaUy cleaased" during toe war. 


Accordmg to the UNHCR spokesman, the prob- 
lons frmed by the refugees during the elections were 
tynqitaiiatic of obstacles to repatriation that have 
shown little sign of befog removed since the sgofog 
of the Day^ agreemeoL “What the UNHCR has ex- 
perienced in toe course of ^ year is the refusal of 
the majorities to aeeefk the minorities in their re- 
^lectm zones," he s^ “This means the Dtyton 
prmeqile of ’return home* has been constantly chal- 
lenged Ity die politics oo the ground, with only a tow 
efforts nzule fay toe international community. The le- 
sidts are very discoursing." 

Nine mondis afia Deytoo, nearly one million ref- 
ugees renwt i n di^laced wrdifo Bosnia, while a sim- 
ilar numba cunendy seek asylum ahrt^ According 
to the UNHCR ^wesman, his organisation faces 
two tmani obsudcs to repatriation. The main stum- 
bling blMk is the peimstence of etfanic hostilitiBs on 
toe ground. In the selfproclsimed Serb Re> 
public, -or RqniblikB SrjKla, bm the Mushm-Croax 
Feder^on daae is “v^ Utde exchange or com- 
immicatioa betweoi the populations and the autfaor- 
rtie8>. This is piovoldxig g reat problems as for as the 
pifodpleof ’nEWnbooae’ is c o u caued,"he said. 

AsareskiiLrepatiiaiao of refugees in Boaiia has, 
by and large, only been efiective in areas where their 
edmie group constitutes the majority. This will result 
in more long-teim “pn^tioo jxoblems" when lef- 
i^ees are eVattuaSy obtiged to return to SQch areas as 
mxnaitiea. 

The second smmblfog block to repatriation is the 
absorption capacity of a coumiy nfoch, for different 
reasons, has not stated its reconstruction {Bpeess. 
Many refii^es cannot go home because they simply 
have no homes to return to. Much of the aid donated 


by organisations cowiwt fo the fbtm of 

assistance pro giaim nes, which fochide eonsiructioD 
often^raty sbeltere and the dfotiilmtion to renimees 
of basic building materials and household goods. 

Compoundfog these difficuities facing letumfog 
refugees is a growing impatience among atylum 
countries. Gecmany. at present sheltering 320,000 
Bosnian refugees, decided last week to lift its “tem- 
por^ protection scheme” in a bid to force re- 
patriation by 1 Octoba. 

It remains to be seen how this latest setoack will af- 
fect toe cootimiing refugee crisis in Bosnia, which toe 
Dayton ‘'juggernaut" has done Ihde to assnage. As 
long as Qie outcome of the remains un- 

certain. so does action dependent on thi« outcome. 
The consensus among OSCE officials seems to be 
toat the refugee problOT can only be folly addressed 
afta comniOD fostinnions are up and running and mu- 
nicipal elections have been bi^ Until questions of 
local powa have been sotted ou^ refugees will hes- 
itate to return to areas dominated by other ethnic 
groups. 

Bui the uncertainty which now clouds toe results of 
the pudendal elections may well put the bolding of 
municipal elections, sebednied for Novemba. in 
doubL The munic ipal elections have already been 
postponed once — from August — after the dis- 
covery of abuses of vota r^stiation. Moreova, 
there ace fears that problems at this point only fore- 
shadow lala ones which could hamper both the 
laimchrng and toe niimfog of the newly elected pariia- 
. merit and presidency — including moves towards se- 
cession by toe victorious Croat and Sob nationalist 
parties. The refugee crisis is in danga of lemafoing 
open-coded. 
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Padania 

and 

other lies 

Can the “green shirt” 
militia sucx;eed in diviejing 
Italy into north and south, 
asks Abul-Maafy 
El-Sandouby in Rome 


The first pimeb directed at Padania, tbe 
new republic proeiaimed by secessionist 
Umberto Boss! this week in Italy’s 
wealthy norlhOT region, came from its 
suftoosed citizens. Rightist leada Gian- 
franco Fini organised a counta-protest 
to denounce the prociamation of a new 
nation in nordiOT Italy, persuading 
some 100,000 north eraers to wave Ital- 
ian flags and solemnly sing the Italian 
national imtiwm. 

No more than 30,000 supporters of 
Bossi’s Noitoon Leagw sported toe le- 
gtonal party’s green shirts and turned up 
for tbe farcica! declaration of Padania’s 
indqiendeiice last Sunday. Tbe Noztb- 
OT League foiled to rally support for its 
cause, in fact, the secessionist party's 
propaganda depended on a big lie: that 
only nortberoers pay taxes in Italy. 

Populist Bo^ urged his fellow noito- 
ema s to kick southerners out of their 
public sector jobs, to Ixtycott taxes and 
create nortbem-only unions. 

Nintoem League dememstrators 
boo^ a woman wtoo dt^layed ha be- 
lief in Italian unity ^ Iwm ging tbe Ital- 
ian flag from ha window. She, in turn, 
swore at them and showered them with 
insults. She also made a rude gesture at 
toe secessionists whiefa infuriated the 
crowd. 

Bossi, surrounded by a Padanian "pro- 
visional government", read a solemn 
declaration of secession for tbe n^on 
before a few toousand s u ppor te r s . Sun- 
day’s rally in Venice — picked as the 
capital of Padania was to be the cul- 

mination of a three-day independence 
festival and Bossi had predicted “xnil- 
Uons" would turn out tbere for toe 
“most impotant rally in Italian history." 

Many Italians — both northerners and 
soutomen — dismissed tbe calls for 
an independent Padania as Utde more 
than a stunt, but poUticians oonetoeless 
kept a wary eye oathe show whieb has 
left many feelfog' uneasy. 

Polls in nortoern It^y suggest that 
only two pa cent of the population sup- 
port Bossi’s calls for secession for tte 
stale of Padaxua, which includes eight of 
the coudiy’s wealthiest regions: txjm- 
bar^. Piedmont, Liguria, Tuscany, 
Emilra-Romagna and Venezia. 

Italian Prime Minista Romano Prodi 
warned: *^nity and autonomy must 
travel togetha fo our country." Prodi 
criticised toe Noitoeni League’s gre^ 
shiited security foroe wluch be in- 
sinuated was an ugly lemtiwfer for Ital- 
ians of toe Fasdsls’ black-abiited tougs. 
Prodi pointed out that Bossi is under in- 
vestigkion by several prosecutors for 
allegedly attacking tbe Italian constitu- 

tiOD. 


JK JK ■-■■■* mm _■ ■_ Subtle developments in the US's political dispensation has placed new pressures 

j 2 on the three million Arab Americans, writes Mohamed Wahbi from Washington 


Divided? Yes. But they are aetiously tr^dog to put 
dieir art togetha. Efiective? Not partieolaxly. But 
they haveb^ feawring? and feanniig fist ova toe 
last decade, bow to pbtytoe game rme Bvfog in toe 
political wildemess.ftir many decades, often can^ 
between their coutoiies of otigfo and their adoi^ 
homeland. 

. lam ^peakfogabont toe thee "liiiinn Arab Airia- 

m leans whose ewstepibe we often ftRget but con- 
veniendy remoiaba wtoeo we fo the Arab world fice 
a crisis lilre toe ode eoDfiootiiig us BOW as' a result of 
toe renewed coofiict between lra(| and toe Ifofted 
States. Who are these Arab Americans-and what rote 
aretotyplqmtofoAnKriesnpcditics? ^ 

They arepOTapa among toe moat diveise gror^ 
of imznigraiits fo toe US. *rhey came fiom most, if 
not ail, Arab coimliies, but mainly from Lebanoi, 
Syria, Egypt, Falesdne, baq, Yemen and Jordan. 
*nrere are CSuistiaiis and Moslixiis them. . 

Someemi^aledasfirbBckas 100 years ago, otbaa 
after World WarlL They emigrated foe eoooaioac or 
political reasons. Many of toaiij e^peoally the Egyp- 
tians, have tbemseives fo professional 

careers, whfie odios have dime very ww as pnbtie. 
servants, elected officials, busmessmen, investment 
bankers, car workers and grocers. Some-Aiab Ama- 
M»ai>c have already >w*de a for themselves and 
for their community as members of the Congress, 
Hiiiwster* and top officials fo the Wh^ Howa Doz- 
ens have become mayors and scoxm are stale leg- 
islators. But vtoat is more rigmficaitt is toat elected 
officials on toe natioi^ and stale levds so tonga 
conceal their Arab oag^ns. In fict, many of diem 
now wage their election campaigns as Arab Amei^ 
imne and i d en ti ty wito and t&e pdde in toeir com- 
munity. , 

As individiials ibeot many Azab Ameocans uve 
done impressively well Their organisaiaiial 
achievements as a community, howeva, are yrt to 

# match toeir individiial successes. One must re- 
memba^ boweva, they are conqxsiativdy re- 
cent arrivals in toe US. femes Zo^fay* director of toe 
Axab-Amedcan lortitute in Watom^^ says that 
until relatively recently Arab Ameneans were not 
even a rtxnnnimty. The- first wave of Arab im- 
migitmts, yho *^**"^^ to Ameiicahefore World War 1, 
were largely p ff,*sants and Bnfdncateto Th^ cauM 
for purely economic reasons: Thty did lai faa w ell 
for themselves. But because they came fiom nnri a- 
eas, tocy not W*® wuth.than Ac features wm 

urbanised pt^dation* 'J'beir idamty vras toat of thOT 

cMrigmal viUw toeir fimily, or me dmr* — dm 
vast A^ority were Qiristians. Froattoe 19^)5 nniil 
after World War n, toe door of immigration was ■ 

finnty shut whkh heb>ed tbe firrt wave imr^. 

migwmtc, toOT chUdten and grandemhiren .to as- 

>sa Worid W«.n attl tte 
wxttessed in tbe Arab wwld. eqjrtsally toel967 
war. that several new waves of Airti Affiants a- 
rived. These were mainly urban, educated Pfoiw, 
who were poliri^' conscioiis of being Arabs, tt 

wasiheconvogenccoftoetwogfotgis 

caiite before WoridWar n and became folty Am^ 

i icao and those who came later wHh a stto^ .con- 

• «f their Ciiltutal and political iden- 

tity — wfaicb led to tbe bir* of toe Arab-Amencan 
eomoidnity as we kbow it. 


Edif^by Ghaiiisd Nkrumah 


A strong and purely Arab identity became toe driv- 
fog force. The best of tois is die o^an- 

isation. of Arab-American Univeaity G radiates 
(AAUG), vriiose membera often taUDei of them- 
selves as Arabs m esdle or Arabs abroad. This betyed 
m xally^ toe Arabs, now ocnnig in Ugga waves 
from diffaea t Arab countries, around Arab causes 
si^asPalesthte. But the lesotutions toat the AAUG 
passed reflected ioter-Anb differences. The con- 
troversy raging in toe Arab world afta Egypito 
Preadent Anwa Sadat’s Tiat to Israel was, for in- 
stance, strongly reflected in toese lestriutions. 

The' desomfents of tbe' first wave of Arab im- 
migrants, trix) were eaga to lediscova toeir cultural 
Arab idoitity by jofofog the AAUG, ftamd that tbe 
American diiiieoston of wbkh diey were conscious 
was totelly absent in the grorgi. They wanted to ex- 
press diBEDselves as Amacaos. too. They wanted 
the poations talOT by. toe AAUG to reflect Ama- 
ican fo tererts , vririch in toeir view could best be 
served Ity.lfae US adopting a fodr and balanced at- 
tibide to war ds die pr^lems of tbe Middle East and 
the Aiab-Isiaeii conflict in particulw. 

• They also found that the way Arab issnes were 
. framed in. the AAUG’s res(riutions kept them out- 
ride mafortzeam Amoican politics. In reactioo, 
.fh^ tried to not vdiat kfod of solution 

'toirald' be fbund for toe Azab-lsraeli crmflict, bat 
how to get AmeriGsans to recognise the human ri^ts 
•of the. Pfdmtfoians and to accept toe PLO as toeir 
' irepresentative. Heoee, toey estriilished fo 1977 toe 
Priestine Human Rights Canqnign as an American 


oiganisatioi, to make the Palestiman problem an 
American issoe. It was durfog toat stage that two 
vety prom fo ent Afiican-Americsi leaden, Jesse 
inrfcotw who later twice sought toe Amoican pres- 
idency, and Andrew Young, toe then US am- 
baswdor to the United Nrtioas, became involved in 
toe Patertiiiian problenL JacksOT attended the 1979 
conference of the Palestine Human Ri^its Cam- 
prigtt and then went off to meet PLO leada Yassa 
Arafat in Beirut and Sadat fo C4in>. Both Jackson 
and Young paid a tempomy, but heavy, price for 
befog ated of toeir time. Young bad to resign from 
his post fas meetup tbe PLO’s UN rqiresentative 
and Jadtson was maligned for a long time for hav- 
ing embiaced Araftt 

Asotoa major landmark fo toe formation of toe 
Arab community came in 1980 when Senator James 
Abouriric and Jcoies Zo^ay founded the Arab Anti- 
Discrimfoatim Committee (ADC). Tbe ADC suc- 
ceed fo fo^g ^ difiereot stisids of Arab Amer^ 
icaoB T it*9 a single cmnmunity sbarfog in- 

terests and objectives. By 19^ Jackson had asked 
Zo^tty to become die deputy campaign mairaga of 
his fost presidential bid as a Democ rai k Party can- 
didate. It was fo die Jaefam campidgn flat tbe Arab 
AzDoicans fint a national political pr ese nc e as 
a cononuiiity. Later fo the same yea, Geoge Sa- 
lem, anotfaa desceodert of toe &st wave of Arab 
mmagr ai its, was invited by President Ronald Rea- 
gan’s inai M g en t to bead the first National 

Arab-American Coxnxnittee for tbe Ri^mbUcan Par- 
ty’s prerideotial canqaigiL 


At toe end of 1984, Zc^ghy sod Salem decided to 
join bandb and start a prefect to get Arab Americans 
mto politics. This led to toe establishment of toe 
Arab-American Institute. Tbe fostitute’s main aim 
was to develop tbe Arab-American community into 
8 political constituency; fo otba words, to ebange it 
from a group or^nised witofo itself into a groiqi a- 
gaoised for itsel£ 

After 12 years of work toe results speak for them- 
selves. In 1984 Arab Americans were proud to have 
b^ foa delegates in tbe national Democratic Party 
ranvention. ^ lacked rep rese nt a tion fo toe R^ 
poblkan Party coDventioo. This yea iberr cootoined 
total fo tbe two conventioiis was more than I(X> del- 
e^tes and party leaders. In toe Democratic conven- 
tioD tbere were 60 Arab delegates and party leaders, 
ii yfiidmg six tTustces wfao raised more than 
S1()0,000 fix die party. 

Thoe are now literature and buttons proclaiming 
“Arab Americans for Clfoton and Gore" paid for by 
Presidea Bill Cifoton’s presidential cairqiaign. Ten 
years ago. when Arab Americans raised fiods for 
Democrat Waha Mondale’s presidential campaign, 
tbe money was rej e cte d out of fea of Jewish protesL 

In tbe recen t Republican and Deanocratic conven- 
tions, the AialvAinericaD constituency lobbied on 
bebalf of the Patestfoians, die Syrians and die Leb- 
anese. In each of the conventions, the Arab Ama- 
icans staged an event wfaicb was attended by ova 
1,000 peoi^e wilfa many delegates fiom otba etfanic 
groups, party leadecs and tbe leaders of toe local 


Arab- Amoican community. It is worth noting here 
that events or^inised by otoer etonic groups, wbetfa- 
a Italfons, Polish, Irish, Ukrainians or Greeks, drew 
only between 300 to 500 people, toat is less tou half 
the numba of guests in die Arab-American events. 

James Zoghy has been elected as co-ebamnan of 
tbe National Democratic CoalitioD of edmie leaders. 
Contrast this wito vAat happened fo 1978, when be 
was invited by Prerideot Jimmy Carter’s White 
Hmise to an edmie leaders* meeting with Vice- 
President Mondale only to have his invitation with- 
drawn three days later because of “connections wito 
the Palestinians". toe last three weeks, Arab 
AmericaDS have been to die White House several 
times to discuss toe economic siege imposed on toe 
Palestinians and the deterio rati ng situation in Iraq. 

Aj^ Americans have come from outside toe polit- 
ical arena to fight on the inside for tbe issues im- 
portant to them. But toey have certainly not won the 
batde, because toey still have a long way to go to get 
moe of tbeir community involved in toe political 
process, to unity its ranks and coordinate work 
among tbe dure ma|or Arab-American organ- 
tsations; toe ADC, now headed by Dr Haia Salam, 
the Ara^American Institute and toe National As- 
sociation of Arab Americans, which bas become ac- 
tive as an Arab lobby in toe Congress and as a regu- 
lar forum for discussion of Arab-American issues 
since Khalil Jahsban became its diiecta. 

The writer is a columnist and dtief of the Washing- 
ton bureau of Dar Al-Hilal puldishing house. 
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan of contemporary 


On S^urday e\-ening of 30 April 1901 , Bi- 
cbara Taqia, owner and editor-tn-chief of 
,4/-AAram received the strangest tetcgram 
in his career. The Kiron Alfred Meoacbe. 
one of die most prominent Jewish fi- 
nanciers in Alexandria, challenged T^la lo 
a duel and asked him to cbcx>se bis wit- 
nesses. 

To our knowledge, this is the first lime 
that such an incidmt had taken place in 
Egypt. It is all the more curious berause. at 
the turn of the century, this European cus- 
tom was barely more than a memory of the 
past The duel had its origins in medieval 
feudal France, ft was associated with par- 
ticular rituals, the most notable of which 
was to throw one's glove in the dice of 
one's adversary. Once the challenge was 
thus declared, each side would choose wit- 
nesses who would act as intermediaries in 
detennining certain ground roles for the 
duel and the process of selecting the weap- 
ons. In the Middle Ages this was normally 
the sword or the q>ee, but with the dis- 
covery of gunpowder and the invention of 
fireanna. guns vrere added to the arsenal of 
options. 

Although the duel had laigely died out by 
the beginning of Ae 20th century, it still oc- 
curred in isolated instances. In A f-Ahram's 
foreign news column, an article entitled, 
"Duels in the German Army" said. "In a re- 
port ^ the German Minister of War it was 
mentioned that only four duels had oc- 
curred among the officers of the German 
army over the past year, none of which had 
fatal consequences. This indicates that the 
measures takCT by tiie army leaders to cur- 
tail this phenomenon have had very pos- 
itive results." 

This report appeared in A/-.4hram’s edi- 
tion of 28 January 1901. three months be- 
fore Baron de Menache decided to intro- 
duce into Egypt a custom drat was 
breathing its last in Europe. The newspaper 
relates that Taqia did not respond to the tel- 
egram, which was tantamount to the pn>- 
vetbial gauntlet. Then, "at 8.30 on Sunday 
eveni^ our director received a letter from 
Tumizon Pasha and Ambroise Sinadino 
asking to meet with him. Taqia responded 
that & would await them at 10 o'clock. 
When they arrived, they told him that the 
Baron had challenged him to a duel because 
be considered Taqia's remarks an insult to 
his hemour." 

These *Teniarks" had appeared in A/- 
Akram several days earlier, on Friday, 19 
April. Bicbara Taqia had written that he had 
an account at the Souares Brothers and that 
he bad a verbal agreement with the bank not 
to transfer any amount from this account to 
their Alexan^an branch without his ex- 
press approval. On Tuesday. 9 April, Taqia 
was in Alexandria and ^ went to the 
Souares' Alexandrian branch in order to 
withdraw some money. "He asked to see 
the Khawaga Rolo, and when he was told 
that Rolo was not in, he entered the office 
of the manager. Monsieur Nahman, in order 
to conduct lus business. While in the office. 
Alfred Souares came in and spoke to Taqia 
about the allegations b Le Pyramide." 

Al’Ahram ^ its French language edition 


Le Pyramide had recently been waging a 
campaign against the brokers at the Alex- 
andrian stock exchange. Throi^ their 
specuJation5./l/-<4/tnzm written, "they 
want to swallow up six million feddans of 
land." This was a blow below the belt to the 
speculators at the stock exchange, and par- 
ticularly to the large Jewish finding bous- 
es of Souares and Menache. 

One imagines, therefore, that Taqia's re- 
ception in tte Souares office was rather 
cool and that Souares' reference to Le Pyr~ 
amide carried a certain menace. Equally 
cool. Taqia responded, "Pyramids defends 
the righteous and assails malefaclois. ff it 
points its finger at evil do^ the innocent 
shobd nor have cause to feel insulted." At 
this juncture, the Baron de Menache en- 
rersd. Upon seeing Taqia, be glowered and 
said, "How dare you come into my offices 
after what you’ve written against meJ" To 
which Taqia answered, "To my knowledge 
I am in Rolo's office and had I known ih^ 
was a shadow of Menache hovering over it 
1 would not have come. But I am here as a 
creditor and not a debtor." "These are my 
premises," Menache huffed. "Then I'm 
leaving." Taqia answered and he walked' 
out the door. 

The following day, Taqia wrote to Rolo 
saying, "I visited your office yesterday in 
order to speak to you about some business I 
have with you. I left because I was insulted 
by a person who T did not know was your 
paitoCT. Please be informed diat 1 will not 
let this incident pass quietly." He concluded 
by asking Rolo to visit bim. 

Rolo appeared in Taqia's office in Alex- 
andria at the appointed time and offered 
"his abject apologies". Taqia in Cum told 
Rolo to inform M. Felix Souares, the uncle 
of Menache. of the incident Eventually, by 
way of apology, Rolo offered to pay offiTa- 
qla's account and close the incident Taqia. 
however, told them that he had to go to Cai- 
ro and that it would be better to see M. Felix 
Souares personally to settle the matter. 

On Wednesday, 24 April, Felix Souares 
and Rolo met with the director ^ A/- 
AJiram. After expressing their disapproval 
of the Baron's behaviour they a^ed Taqia 
tp publish a response to foe reports that 
were carried in Al-Muqattam about the in- 
cident Taqia read ti>e statement which foey 
had pre pare d in advance but reftised to pub- 
Ifsb it because it did not do him justice. 
"Since my newsp^rers have not published a 
word of this incideot I will not publish 
this," Taqia told them. 

Al-Ahram was keen to (ueserve the public 
side of foe animosity. If he allowed it to de- 
generate into 3 personal vendetta, he would 
be playing into the hands of Souares and 
Menache. This is why he escalated his cam- 
paign against foe brokers at the stock ex- 
cb^e. 

On 20 April, while Mohamed Tawfiq, AI- 
Ahram's correspondent at Alexandria's 
stock exchange, was drinking his usual cup 
of coffee, "a grotv of foe Baron's burst in, 
shouted and bullied their way around the 
premises and converged up<n Tawfiq and 
swore at bim and menaced him. They said, 
'fire purifies sins* and. in the middle of the 


^ I P/jn 1/^ I Just about the time that duels over mat- 
ll fra ^ honour were a dying tradition in 

U Europe at the beginning of the 20th 

century, a foreign Jewish stockbroker in 
Egypt created a sensation by throwing the gauntlet at the 
publisher and editor of Al-Ahram. The businessman accused 
Bichara Taqia of hairing insulted him in published articles. 
The duel challenge eventually fizzled out, but the episode 
led to bitter attacks in the Egyptian press on stockbrokers 
and their speculation mechanisms on the exchange which 
ruined many Egyptians. Dr Yunan Labib Rizq tells the 
story on the basis of Al-Ahram's reports 
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stock exchange, they set fire to several is- 
sues of Al-Ahnun. while sfaotfring, 'Long 
live foe brokers and long live foe stock ex- 
change and down with Al-Ahram !*" 

.41 Ahram responded with a tallying cry of 
its owa "L<»g live the wealth of the natirm 
and long Uve Egypt and the Egyptiansi 
Down with its enemies who squar^r its 
wealth, deplete its ftoances and toy wifo its 
ftfiurel" It then warned of how the country 
was being destroyed by a handful of takers 
and ftnariders "who are like leeches simHc- 
ing the nation's blood." They may attempt 
to buy off foe new^iapets and punfoase tte 
pens of writers, U sai<C "but tii^ will die of 
their own intrigues before Al-Uhmm be- 
comes party to foe ruination of the nationl" 

In a later issue. Al-Ahram told this ^ory*. 
Late one evening, Al-Ahram »3versaries 
sent some men to steal Al-.4h/am's plaque 
from the entrance to its offices. Taqia inter- 
preted it as a warning and bis reaction was 
vehemenL *^e reported to the police that 
our Ixonze name plaque wns stoleiL.. Al- 
Ahram has no enemies but those who plun- 
der the nation. So, come foffo and attack, 
enemies of foe oatiorL for in so doing you 
expose yourselves and your deeds to foe na- 
tion." 

On 23 April, Al-Ahram dedicated most of 
its front page to one of foe letters that ^ve 
"flooded" its offices. The letter, entitled 
"You have done your duty", was taken by 
Al-Ahram to vindicate its positiort The au- 
thor, "S.M. from Cairo", wrote, “I can tes- 
tify to foe truth that you have spoken with 


regard to speculation on the stock e.xchange 
iifld to foe losses it has caused ITiis is nor 
the testimony of a single individual but of 
many in the nation." 

The Jewish fmanciers devised a solution 
— the duel — and we resume once again 
the story as related by Al-Ahram. The two 
witnesses chosen by Meoacbe asked Bt- 
chara Taqia to select lu’o people to be his 
witnesses in foe duel. Taqia complied and 
nominated Alfred Eid and Paul Mans, 
whereupon negotiations commenced The 
negotiations would take a curious course. 
ance dte parties bad two different ob- 
jectives. Menache wanted to have a duel 
and Taqia wanted to avoid one. After much 
^e-and-take the witnesses of the two par- 
ties agreed that foere was no cause for a 
duel. They decided to issue a statement say- 
ing that Taqia had no intention of sulb-ing 
foe honour of foe Baron. Unfortunately, 
foey differed over foe wording. Menache 
vvanted the statement worded in the form of 
an apology. Taqia "refused to add another 
word" The negotiations broke down and 
Meriache's witnesses reviv^ the idea of 
foe duel. "The witnesses for our director, 
however, insisted that foey saw no cause for 
a duel and said 'Either you agree to appoint 
an arbitratororweshall withfoaw.*" 

Taqia et>ded the conlroveisy with a state- 
ment adamantly refusing a duel. The state- 
ment quoted an explanatim offered by foe 
newspaper Mbbah Al-^arq. indicating he 
subscri^ to it “Since when has it been 
considered fair that someone who has had a 


life-long trairung in the martial ans and has 
become an expert at swordsmanship and 
other such skills (meaning Menache) 
should challenge a person who knows no 
other weapon thao foe pen (Taqia) and ex- 
pm him to accept? Would not this con- 
stitute murder?" No taint of shame or cow- 
ardice can be attached to foe owner of Al- 
Ahram for refusing foe challenge lo a duel, 
Misbafa al-Sharq continued. "Such a contest 
is no test of courage. It is a test of skill ac- 
quired after l<Mig experience. One would 
think (C more befiniog of the Baroo and hrs 
cohorts to give up fois foolhardiness and 
stop taking the law into their own hands." 

However, such a titillating incident 
would not die down so quickly. Most otiier 
new’spapers. with the exception of Al- 
Muqaitam, sided with Al-Ahram. Some, 
however, questioned how he could have al- 
lowed the Baron to enter Al-Ahram head- 
quarters "with a whip in his hand and then 
leave without so much as a bruise on bis 
body, a broken bm or a scratch on his 
heafo This indeed is sin for which Bichara 
Taqia cannot be forgiveiL" In response. .41- 
Ahram was obliged to issue a statement. 
\V1ien the Baron came, it said, "our director 
was away and the administration offices 
were empty. However, those who were on 
foe premises saw Alfred enter in that au- 
dacious manner but they did not recognise 
hinL It was only the doorman who re- 
membered him when be caught sight of him 
speeding away in his carriage." 

Moreover, soon after Taqia's refusal to 
meet Meoache's challenge to a duel, foe 
Baron announced to the press chat Taqia 
had insulted him by slighting the character 
ofhis sister, the wife of one of his business 
associates. Once agmn. Al-Ahram was 
forced to tsstie a denial. It took die occasion 
to quote from Al-Ra 'idAl-Masri which said 
regarding this incidenL "If foere were any 
truth to this. Taqia Pasha would indeed be 
foe subject of censure, for the home and 
family have no bearing on affairs of busi- 
ness and commerce. It is our belief, how- 
ever. that this is a groundless rumour that 
has no basis in fact whatsoever." .4l-Ahram 
commented on this, saying, "The issues of 
Al-Ahrttm are in the hands of our honour- 
able colleagues of the press. From them you 
will learn that the Baron's allegation is a 
preposterous lie. Alfred Menache now has 
foe audacit)’ lo bring women into his de- 
nunciations. We will, therefore assume on 
his behalf the appropriate solicitude for 
honour and remain silent... for we hold hon- 
our. even if it is that of others, as too pte- 
cious to taioL" 

At the same time. .4l-.4hram stepped up 
its campaign against stockbrokers. Here, it 
pressed into service Mobamed Tawfiq, the 
newspaper's correspondent at foe Alex- 
andrian Slock Exchange, who. on 8 May 
1901 supplied Al-.4hr^ wifo just the ma- 
terial it was looking for. Tawfiq reports that 
on the previous morning as be was passing 
near the stock exchange he noticed that a 
large crowd had assembled. He drew closer 
in o^er lo discover what all the commotion 
was atouL "It was a hcan-rending scene," 
he wrote. "There were three evidently well- 


. foe countryside who were 

to-do despair and desp^OBt^ 

These niral ^ st«4-. ; 

Mahniudeya ‘ ^ thousand qantais (a^ ' 
broker inro u- ? cotton. Asteprice . 

pros 50.0Wkg^ . ^ brobno • 

1' ^liJ it w as too late. priaq • 

and the broker sold it off at a 1^^ - - 
“Sfo^niination to our houses as-they 
" S^en foe country genUemen at- 

^ tn enter the stock exchange, they 
rempi^ to entcMn^^ doorman. tSa 11^ 

mjnv ^broker ap^ared in the window and : 
touted. "The men lur^ away, ctymg n' 

chOTBc "Bem^n Specularion ad Gaia: " 

read -You say ihat speculalion OT 
wchanga is a purely .oomin^ 
and that commerce is a nsaaid aad-k: 
gitimate profession. Indeed. » « Wbe,; . 
hut onlv when U is aovenied by a sbictst ‘ 
of laws foal restrict >uch activity to . 
peient practitioner, not whCT 
opened to evciyonc and his brother! Wh® 
vlty cm the .«ixk c.xchange IS so laes^. 
aller, the uriter concludes, gmfoiag;.isaA 

saferbet. . . a-, 

In addition. Al-.4hram cited passi» . 
from other newspapers that rook p« nilhB 
campaign, eme newspaper qu<^ tfl Al- 

asks. "Is ihe stockbroking gab- 
fession in Egypt advantage 
mental ro foe country.’ Do all sto^^octe - • 
deal with their clients in anordance mfo . 
the principles of honour and mlegriQr?7Jtf., 
ter giving a categorical no to questk^ 

foe newspaper wondered why Menache 
would sIkiw such zeal forsuchaprofesBoa. 

It wis only when Lord Cromer, foe Brit- 
ish high commissioner, publidiedhis.year^ 
ly report in May 1 90 1 that the storm fhnlly 
blew over, tic wrote. "I have acquired suf- . | 

fleient information this pa.st spring, to tK; i 
dicate that speculation of a most peraic^'- 
nature has »vcurred in Alexandria 
ro. bringing ruination lo niany add pr6-- ' 
yoking panic nniong oihers." He advised' 
Egyptians "to avoid engaging in such vfo;- ■ 
ittes with which they are ptKiriy acquained . 
for their inexperience would most; IQcefy 
bring disaster upon themselves." ' 

Al-Ahrum rejoiced as never befbre wife 
regard to a pronouncement from the’Boi^' ' 
high commissioner. Having found hsHltso 
publicly vindicated, it could not re^,a fi- 
nal jab. Perhaps now, it suggeste4 the.' 
Souares and the Menaches should .seek 
into foe British High Commission to.'s&al i 
its plaque as they did to AlnAhaoL - ' . 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Certtrs. 
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Egyptian products in China 

THE EGYPTIAN cabinet headed by Prime Minister Kamal 
El-Ganzouri received a report presented by Ahmed Guwmii, 
minister of trade and food supply, cm the Egyptian product 
exhit^tion which vrill be held in China from 25^0 October. 

The report indicated that the high-qusdity products man- 
u^efoired in Egypt will upgrade exportation and thereby re- 
dress the trade balance between Egypt and China which 
has recently been in favour of China. 
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New factories in Assiut . 

FIFTY new factories will be set up In Assiufs Austral 
zone, said Ragaie El-Tahlawi, governor of Asshjt, during tijs 
tour of the new projects' sites. 

El-Tahlawi added that he assigned a panel of university 
professors to check the designs of inv^tors’ projects arid 
assess the proposals to classify industrial zr^s accordirig 
to the kind of projects. Housing for entrepreneurs near their 
projects' sites is also under consideration. 


NBE’s role in employing new graduates 


$ 500 million 
authorized capital 




$100 million issued 
and paid up capita) 


Faisal Islamic Bank 
of Egypt 


I I General Investment Trustees 

Department 

The right decision to 
purchase from major housing 
companies 

- BEITY exhibition in Jeddah,. Saudi 
Arabia 

From 2-11 Oct. 1996 

- Reai estate and finance exhibition in 

Kuwait 

Sponsored by Faisal Islamic Bank of 

Egypt 

From 19 - 24 1996 

Guaranteed profit for the 
project you select 

For more inf o r ma t i on, contact: 

The General Investment Trustees Dept 
17 Falouga SL, Agouza 

T^&Fax:3030408 ^ I ^ 

Taadvertise in Money & Business contact; Tel: (202) 339I071 Fox; (202)5786023 • 5786126 


THE NATIONAL Bank of Egypt 
(NBE) plays a pioneering role in 
boosting the economic refonn pof- 
icy and mitigating its negative so- 
a'al repercussions. To fois end, foe 
bank has assumed foe role of a fi- 
nancing channel in Implementing 
the programme of the Social De- 
velopment Fund thanks to its un- 
rivaled spedatised banking ex- 
pertise. 

Therefore, NBE has embarked 
upon co-operating wffo foe ^yp- 
tian Banidng Group for Distribution 
and the Social Development Fund 
to manage the credit tranche ac- 
counting for LESrnn. allocated by 
foe fond for foe first phase of foe 
project of managing developed 
trade (envisaged to be imple- 
mented in four phases within a 5- 
year span. 


The f?{et phase of the project 
aims at establishing 100 individual 
or collective opportunities for 
youth in foe fiM of distributing 
foodstuffo and consumer goods. 
Such state of facts would alleviate 
foe negative effects concomitant 
wifo foe economic reform policy in 
the Egyptian market in resped of 
foodstuffo and consumer goods. 
This to him would achieve in- 
tegration with the productive pro- 
jects of youth. 

Finance is confined to trade and 
foe distribution of foe consumer 
goods and foodstuffo (wholesale 
and half whoiesefe system) in the 
geographical regions affiliated to 
Cairo and mid-De((a govemorates. 

The maximum credit limit 
amounts to LE50.000 for the in- 
dividual project and LE200.000 for 


Business news 


Promoting 

tourisiri 

MAMDOUH El-Betegu(, minister 
of tourism, is scheduled to in- 
augurate a seminar for a tourism 
promotion to take place next 
September. 

The two-day seminar will dis- 
cuss means of increasing tour- 
ism to Egypt from Europe. North 
America and Southeast Asia. 

EI-Beitagui assigned Adel Ab- 
del-^Aziz. chairman of foe Egyp- 
tian Tourism Authority (o preside 
over the committee re^onslble 
for organising the seminar. He is 
also in charge of providing foe 
follow-up on preparations for foe 
conference. 

The committee will invite del- 
egates and high-ranking officials 
from participating countries and 
will set up an information centre 
which will supply participants 
with brochures in seven laiv 
guages. 


Squash Expo ’96 
at Heliopolis 
Sporting Club 


GHAZALA Marketing Com- 
pany will sponsor an exhibition 
— Squash '96 — at the He- 
liopolis Sporting Club from 30 
October - 3 November 1996. 
The event will feature special 
appearances by Egypt's 
squash champions, with Ah- 
med Barada at the forefront 

The exhibition will promote 
Egyptian products for foe win- 
ter season, featuring fashion 
shows, and companies work- 
ing in the field of touristic vil- 
lages, appliances, furniture, 
computers, leather goods, jew- 
ellery, clothing and sporting 
goods. 

For more information: cal) 
261-3946/ 482-9437. 


collective ones (with a maximum 
of four partners). However, in foe 
case of important projects such 
limits can be increased on condi- 
tion of furnishing foe necessary 
warrants and obtaining approval 
from foe Social Development 
Fund. 

Interest on loans stands at just 8 
per cent and grace periods are to 
be determined in accordance with 
the nature of the project. The said 
loans granted to benefidaries are 
utilised in the working capital, ac- 
commodating foe project premises 
and equipment used for pre- 
serving the foodstuffs. 

In focL NBE. given its position 
on top of the Egyptian banking 
system exerts relentless efforts to 
fan foe flames of foe Egyptian ec- 
onomic reform programme. 


Right computer 

solutions 


MICRO Computer Systems .. 
(MCS). one of the latest software 
companies in Egypt is dedicated 
to present the latest software to 
satisfy customers’ needs. 

Eng. Amr Ammar, owner and 
generai manager of MCS. said 
that his company is developing 
Ai-Mohaseb, one of foe most 
powerful accounting ^sterns in 
Egypt and the Middle East. 

AFMohaseb is easy to install 
and use, and requires no com- 
pute (X- accounting experience. 
It supports bofo Arabic and Eng- 
lish languages, and can be used 
on a multi-user system. 

MCS can also customise and 
install software according to foe 
requests of eflents. ITie com- 
pany also provides training 
courses as well as technical sup- 
port. 


lAA head to 
visit Cairo . “ 



Norman Valc^ 
lAA directo^neral 

Norman Vale, di^^-generai of the 
lAA. based at the^eadquartscs in New 
York, is visiting^^iro from 27-29 Set>* 
tember. The ot^^'ve of his visit is to re- 
view with Congress Orgsuiising 

Committee th§ programme for the forth- 
coming lAA-World Congr^ in Cairo In 
1998. 

During tse trip. Vale vwN visit the Cairo 
Intematk^l Conference Centre where 
the me^g will be Inauguroted, as well 
as the i^miramis Int^confinental Hotel, 
wher^foe meeting's 3-day sessions will 
take place. Likewise, Vale will take time 
to 1 ^'it some of Egypt’s touristic sites. 

BanqueMisr 
Esso card < 



Essam El-Ahmedi, 
chairman of Banque HKsr 

ALWAYS keen to proride its cTients 
the latest services, Banque Misr, is Is- 
suing now foe Esso Visa Card, provided 
free of charge for holders of Banque 
Misr Master Cards. 

Esso Visa cards have arr LE500 Krnit 
per month. Cardholders may use the 
card for all purchases from Esso gas - 
stations all over Egypt that are provided . 
with point of sale machines foat acc^ 
the card and deduct the amounts frtxn 
hoidero' accounts. The cards can cur- • 
rently be used at 75 gas .stati<^.» 
throughout Cairo and Alexandria, wfticii- 
will be expanded to further cover ^3^ 
in the second phase. A ststement o( , 
Esso card purchases are sent to 
at the end Of each month. ' 
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to offer MCI 
calling cards 


PUT 


— >v 

MCI CARD 


IN YOUR POCKET 
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Eng.lOialidYoiissef&azaa YousriyidiS^hi^ 


The telecommurrication sector is vital tor investment; ttiere 
can never be an investment ame without a modem tele- 
communicatkms service. 

While the Egyptian gownment is (faring its best to create 
a suitable almosphda fpr.investment throu^ ceitafai r^ii- 
lations, the private sector plays a great and effiderit rbfe in 
establishing an infrastructure tor investment 
Based on Its faftti of the private sector's role m craaling a 
g<x>d cdmosphere for investment in Egypt, the Egyp^ In- 
terriatkmat Conmurrications Company (EiCC) is contrib- 
uting to scrivhg teleccrinmuiifaafion protrieme In ^ypL 
The foitowing is an inteview with Engineer Kha&d -Y(xiS' 
sefZaaraa, chairTran of the board of EICC; 

Why did you dwoee the field of teleccamnunibafibns 
for your business? 

On the thrediold of the 21st (jentury, no one can imagine 
pubKc or pifvato lives without telecommunications. Be- 
cause without it, human acihnSes .such as pofifics. ecxin> 
omy, security, and socf^ wQI. cease to eodst Tele- 
commurricattons aiB 'rH3w.coriddered the bacricbctoe'of iffis. 
Success in any field or industry depends on sevoal factors, 
the mcrst important of which is firrie. Achfe\^ the bestre- 
suits too iato is iite adtfevir^ n(>toir^ at an. Thus, the firne 
factor is vital and Is cbnddoed one of irto’s most important 

stra^itt to my field of business to or outside Egofpt 

' THe woito ls'ntow'a^g^^ 

of speed to ^econorroc. and trade transactions, fele- 
communicafions such as teleptKxies. and fax machines are . 
not todispensatrie. Vyrtiun the fast lives we carrei^ lead, 
urgent meetings are hdd through -several tei^hohe lines. 

In addition, dgntog ccHilraGts and exdimgtog documents is 
done through fax machines. CortfershceB between 
dividuals or organisations can be held through a rruxtem 
system known as teleconference networting. All this is be- : 
cause the time toc^ is crucial in many aspects of life Oke 
polto'cs, econcmy and soda! lifa 

But does Egy^ use pae most modem technofogy In tel- ' 
ecommuDicatibn'and^to what eodent?' Andris the afe> 
mosphere here in Egypt suitable to use such tech- 
nology? " , . 

I would like to sbess that we Bve, doing the time cif Pres- 
ident Hosrri Mubsak, in a fiirivi^ technological era, not 
(Hity in the field Of telecxxnnwnicalibns, but in aO fields. 
Preskfenf Mubarak reaBsed the importance of sctenca and 
techncriogy in adrievtog ecorwmlc process and increasihg 
invesfrnent in Eg^ Preddent Idubarak has opened fire 
doors wide open to the private sector, to imfriement ^ 
kinds of activifies in all fidcis. The private sector now feels a 
sense of security, encotsagement, and stafc^ which is 
needed to incre^ its ou4)ut In my (japecity' ae ari Eg^ 
ttan working to the fidd of tdeconraunicaficms since 1976. 1 
have seen a red bred(thrcx)^ to tdeconmudcafions with- 
in Egypt td(e friaoe doing the last decade;. .EspedjaBy 
dnce Minister'(jf TransportaSon and Civil Awadon ^diman 
Metwalli has induded acquiring the most tdented and ca- 
pable persons worictog to fire field as part of his agenda 
These people are highly stalled, devoted and reliable. Th<^ 
bear the responsitril^ rrf cievdopment in the field of mod- 
em technology ai)dtelec()mmuriicatioria . On top of this list 
are toe President of toe Nafional Orgdhisa^ for Teie- 
communicafions Osman Ldfi, and Presictent of toe Inter- 
national Tetecommunicatlons Sector Mokhtar Ghoneim 
who, together adopt modem ideas and policies that win renr 
der toe best services to the Egyptian dtizen. 

Since are aii intern a tion a l ex^it tn tele- 

eommuificafions, what should be the role of the mivafe 
sector, and is there an rworturdfy for ft imw?, 

Uke toe rest of toe world, (HIT gov^rnentis ccxn^oed that 

the private sector should bear the greater respcto^lity of 
implemenfirTg toe {nftadructure in its country, iniity view. I 
tdnk toe prhrate Sector can contobute ity toe fdlowtog: 

Enhordng fite standard of tdecxmnnuruca&cm services 

amt taking toe burden cff the shoulders of the government 
Increadrig toe numbd d dtizeiss who bdieSt from tde- 

oommunicafions like travellers. 

What does EiCC have to offer in Egypt that’s new? 

After negotiatiORS wito the Anierican company MCI, we are 
now autoorised to sell toe MCI Exchange Card (Prepdkd)- 

and toe MCI Calling Card (HemiqrhdB). We are rnafa^ 
the former which serves a great number of Egyptian cit- 
izens wfw will be able to make international phone 
from ariy place. - 

As fwvice-pre^ient of the company’s board, Yosna-EH; 
Ashram, she says that MCI cards offered by; toe company 
win add a new ^ service for hrany peopte wpri^iriliav^ 

el, as weH » tourists or visiting businessTTien wfe need'an 

easy tSKi qukric way to make phone calls. It is ^ 

tor Enypliaite wlto need to cotfiact toek relatives liefer away 

^ olaces like Sinai or toe North Coast where there aren’t 
enough intemational 8nes. MCI also redo«^ 
poidmm oh international phorte calls Egyptians need to 

rnake to gd to touch with toek retelives In Europe ^ the 

-USA. Usiw toe MCI card for many (^ can isdM toe 
d intemaHonal ohone cafls in Egypt by more than 7G 

percent • 








lia from home 





Mia from your office Mici from the street Mia from anywhere 


MCI Exchange Card "prepaid" enables you to place all your international calls 
smoothly & easily; to & from the U.S.A. & when you travel overseas; use it to make 
all your international calls from anywhere to reach the entire world. 
All what you have to do is to purchase an MCI card at any denomination (30, 60 
or 120 units); from one of our authorised dealers, closest to where you are; then 


xllal: 


3938000 


EMC 


Egypt International CommurAcations Corporation 
Numlwr 69. 2nd Floor, 

Commercial Annsx, Ramaia HRton 
Direct Ikw a Fmc; 774079 


This service if provided In cooperatfon 
wtth the Nanoml Organization (or 
Communicslions (AR0TFO) 


^ 

MCI 


MCI EXCHANGE CARD (Prepaid) 


You will instantly be answered by MCI service after 
which you should dial in your 15 digit card number 
followed by your desired international telephone 
number. Or you can stay on the line for few seconds 
for one of our MC7 operators to assist you in whatever 
you might need; in any language you please. (11 
languages are available, Including Arabic language); 
round the clock; all year round! 


mcT Card is available from: 



. ZAAZAA 
EstabKshmsnt 
Ths 

To l cc o n wnuniorions 
' ft Securky Compeny 
OfEgypT 
fel.: 3412127 



AUC 

The American 
University 
in Cairo 




MG GROUP 
Egyptian Italian 
Company 
(Magdi Ghall 
and (k».) 
Tel.: 3406820/22 

Home 
Appliances 
Tel.: 4170684 




■coaroQitf 

Tel.: 3480499 


^J ^ASER 

LASER 
Showroom 
Tel.: 774078 



ill I O I ^ 


Thomas Cook 
TeU 3564650 
3564651 


HAWK 

VshVNit'.p 


American 
Exoress 
IhL: 5703415/16 




Sobeih El 
Mougee 
TeL: 2673972 



Radwan EK)gaM Stores 
Near Zftmalek Club Tel;: 3037494 
26, July St, Zamelek Tel.: 3404368 
Nasr City TeL: 4022422 


UP & DOWN TOYS 

14, Syria Street, Mohandessin 
(Eng. Serag El-Oin Habib) 
TeL: « 3600809 




Hello Intemational IVade 
Ashraf El-Kasry 
TeL: 2464151 


Dina Khourshid 
Semiramis 
Intercontinental 
TeL: 3550618 


Tropicana 
for Projects 


cl|j)ii 

Mansour Amer 


ALAHRAM 

•Al-Ahram bookshops in all 
Airports. 

• Al-Ahram bookshops in the 
following hotels: Nile Hilton, 
Ramsis Hilton, Meridien (Cairo), 
Semiramis Intercontinental 
and Movenpick. 

• Big Clubs: El-Gezira, 
Shooting Club, Heliopolis 
and AI-AhIL 

• Al-Ahram bookshops in Alex., 
Marina, El-Agami, Marabila, 
Sharm El-Sheikh and Hurghada. 


International 
Arab Banking 
Company 


DICE 

Marketing & P.R. 
TeL: 3365447 




National Bank 
of Oman 
Limited 
(S.A.O.G.) 

A 

V 

Bon Voyage 
Tourism and 
Transport 
Tel.: 3907669 


Bank of 
Commerce and 
Develr^ment 
"Al Teg^oon" 
TeL: 3472056 

Mohandas Bank 


TeL: 3853005 


SPOT 


All Kodak branches in Cairo 
and Hurghada 
TeL: 3409517 


Silver Tours 
TeL: 3329445 



Eagle Travel 
Tel.; 5759819 


KHODEIR 
Established 1905 
Khodeir (Zamalek)TeL: 3408859 
Khoderr (Dokki) TeL: 3601842 


Mexx 


OAMELICCtHER 


MEXX.NAFNAF 
DANIEL HECHTER 
fel.; 5748481 


m 



Through selectiad Mobil stations; inside the MobiHMart 


Worid Trade Center 

Mohamed Sadek (Sano (^.) 
TeL: 5753418 Coffee Shop Tel.: 5747990 

Mona Siag Viliars 

Sport « Beoute Tal.: 2424061 Tel J 5780902 


O) 


Alpha Market ((Siza) Tei.: 5726203 
Alpha Market (Maacfl) TbL; 3510035 


TeL: 5753418 


YAMAMA CENTER 








Tal.: 3414124 TeL: 3414124 


Sokkar Akher 

Maakoud El-Ankoud 

TeL: 3411818 TeL: 3411818 


Sunny Market (Mohandessin) 
TeL: 3468480 


El Shaboury for Home Applianoea 
Nasr City 
Td.: 4025229 


TAf^CO MARKET 

El Maadi 
Tel.: 4025229 



TeL: 3B53005 


Amenophis Tours 
Tel.: 3406500 


El Baroudy 
Investments 
Tel.: 4530090 


KoAiM-n. 


Magdy Hassan 
Tel.: 2910293 


EL TOUKHY 
CENTER 
PHARMACY 

El Atibaa Tower 
TeL: 3020119 


1ft 


Life Trend 
TeL 3564461 


PUWJQinON DE6ICN 



AR. Publieaficm Dedgn Centre 


Shamandoura Supermarket 
Sharm El Sheikh 
Tet.: 062/600890 


fTTA Tours 
TeL 3912855 


A.R.PubKcation 
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Visions and phantasms 


For nearly three decades, various Israeli prime ministers have 
understood that it is in everyose^s best interest to take a step 
down the road to peace widi their Arab neighbours. As a result 
a series of treaties and accords have been hammered out. 

Enter Binyamin Netanyahu — a with a vision of peace 
that ha» apparently eluded bodi Israelis and Arabs, alike. Se- 
curity is peace, he says, adding that iszael will accept no pre- 
conditioDS for the resumption of the final status negotia t ions 
and will not accede to a land-for-peace deal. Ratl^, it is tte 
Arab world that should kow-tow before IsreePs vital security 
ioteiests, for example by agreeing to fbe Lebanon First option 
he propcned to Syria's Ass^ 

Should anyone have die audaci^ to question why the Arabs 
must concessions while Netanyahu remains intransigeiU, 
then tile likely answer could be the one profFcred when he en- 
couraged Syria and Lebanon to find a solution to the H i z bu ll a h 
problem. “B^use if not, foeie is likely to be an escalation and 
this would DO doubt be very painful to the other side." 

But as prime minis ter, Neranyahu must have calculated the 
risks associated with actions such as expanding the settlement, 
violating the principles of Madrid and the Oslo Accords and, 
most recently, opening a tunnel under Jerusalem's Dome of the 
Rock and Al-Aqsa Mosque — a move which triggered wide- 
Pale^iman protests in this city. He must have also an- 
ticipated the need to use rubber bullets to disperse the second 
wave of P alegtinian demonstrators in Hebron, who were de- 
manding that the city's vegetable maiket be opened as d ec r eed 
in last year's Israel-PLO interim agreemenL And, as a leader 
with remaricdbie imri ght into both foe Arab and Israeli nunds, 
be must have predicted timt Assad would react to Israel's re- 
pealed back-tracking and tiueats by positioiiiiig a crack team 
of commandos on Mount Hermon. 

Finally, iqion evaluating foe situation, he must have decided 
that ^ Arabs will bow to his demands and finally see the 
light And in this , he h^ seen what no present or past Israeli 
officials have been able to see — hell fieezing over. 
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Boycotting Israel: A means or an end? [u 


Many might see in the current breakdown of the peace process a vindication of the policy of boycotting Israel. 
Mohamed Sid-Ahmed argues that wisdom and statesmanship might plead for a different course of action 


' a 


If the acuteness of a conflict is measured in terms 
of foe number of casualties it niaims^ then the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is not among the most in- 
tense. However, if the yardstick is the amen- 
ability of a conflict to resolution, then the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, which has been more resistant to 
all attesnpis at resolving it than any ofoer conflict, 
is one of the most intense in recent history. 

Let us compare it, for example, to the historic 
conflict betw^ France and Germany. In less 
than a century, the two countries fou^t three 
wars (in 1870, 19J4-18, J939-45), which caused 
devastating damage, claimed tens of millions of 
victims arid led to d^ psychological scats. And 
yet today a close Franco-derman alliance has be- 
came the backbone of European unity. Although 
the casualty figures in all foe Arab-Isiaeii wars 
are nowhere near as hi^ enmity to Israel re- 
mams as bitter as ever for most elites, par- 
ticularly mteUectuals who do not fed they have to 
toe die state line. Such independent-tiiiiddng 
elites constitute foe consdousness of any nation, 
and in Egypt it is they who cootinue to boycott all 
Israelis after nearly two decades of fbr^ peace. 
This is a paradox foat requires an etqilanation. 

Before go^ any forth er, however, it must be 
noted that a ooilective stand adopted by a na- 
tion's intellige^a cannot sinqily be 
as an ixiatioW attitude based on an emotional 
reaction provoked by fiustration. Any collective 
stand is groimded on rational reasons, even if 
they are not immediately appareoL If is only by 
thoroughly investigating reasons foat do jus- 
tify foe ^option of an apparonly inatiboal at- 
titude that we can discard the reasons that do 
not. Addiesang these reasons is the only way to 
control a situation; ignoring them keq»s us hos- 
foge^to foe situation and at the mercy of its dy- 
namics. !n this article, I will try to highli^t 
what 1 believe to be tiim main reasons for the 


continued boycott of Israelis by Egyptian 
elites. 

* The first reason is due to a feature tiiat is spe- 
cific to the Ar^lsraeli conflict which, unlike 
other reguMial conflicts, is not played out be- 
tween {antagonists wbo have alvrays enjoyed a 
historical/geog^foical continuum in tbe region. 
In foe case ^ France and Gem^y, fbr ex- 
ample, tile two nations have always lived side 
by sid& When ihey did clash, it was over border 
problems (Alsace-Lorraine) or over ite ambi- 
tion of one of them to play the leading role is 
ccmtineDtal Europe. Howler acute tbe conflict 
became, there was never a question of either 
state cballmgiQg foe other's n^t to exist, as is 
foe case in tire Arab-Israeli conflict 

For Israel has not enjoyed an uninterrupted ex- 
istence in tbe Middle fast Isaelis invoke Bib- 
lical texts and archeological finds to their 
claim that the kingdom of Israel existed before 
the Jewish Diaqiora begra over two thousand 
years ago. the persecution Jews suflered in 
many parts of tbe world, notably in eastern and 
central Europe, which reached a peak under foe 
Nazis, stren^biened tiieir resolve to esi^lish a 
demist state in Palestine. But tbe creation of Is- 
rael entailed the dis{X)ssesioa of an indigenous 
population tiiat had lived on foe land for cen- 
tunes, and it is small wondw that Israel's ex- 
istence enjoys no legitimacy in the eyes of foe 
migmal mha hitants of the regiotL And so {>oltt- 
ical trends in the Arab world will continue to 
challenge tbe le^timacy of Israel's presence in 
the heart of tbe Arab world as long as Israel re- 
fuses to find a proper solution to foe problem of 
Palestinian evictees. 

Tlius, Israel's very existence constitutes an act 
of aggression for a substantial portion of Arab 
public opinimi, which is entitled to this opinion 
as tong as Israel does not demonstrate by deeds. 


not only by words, that its pr^ence in the region 
could become an asset, not a liabiiit>‘. for its Arab 
environment. The problem is that Israel's ability 
to present such assurances is hampe^ by foe 
h»arhmg< ofZioiusm. which place the interests of 
the Jews above all other considerations. 

■ The second reason is related 10 certain wa- 
tershed events in tbe peace process itself, notably 
Sadat's Jerusalem trip which was regarded b>‘ foe 
bulk of the .\rab imelligenisia not as a break- 
through towards peace but- rather, as a separate 
endeavour at foe expense of foe Palestinian cause 
qanding at foe very heart of foe dispute. How- 
ever. when foe Oslo Agreements were signed by 
the leadership of foe PLO. which is recognised by 


all .\rab parties as foe sole legitiraaie repre- 

)plt ou 


sentative of foe Palestinian people many Arab, 
including Egyptian, intellectuals opposed these 
agreements on foe grounds tiiat they did not up- 
hold Palestinian ri^ts. In the light of this de- 
vdopmenL questions hare been raised as to 
whetiier foe initial critique of tbe Sadat line was 
because it opened foe door to a separate {>eace. or 
because foe very idea of peace is rejected. 

Of course, there are good reasons to question 
the validity of the peace process itself. By keep- 
ing its nuclear option outside the peace calks, Is- 
rael clearly intends to retain absolute military su- 
periority. By insisting that Jerusalem will remain 
its undirided and eternal capital. Israel is im- 
posing hs spiritual begemony over the Holy City 
at the" e.xpeose of Muslim and Christian righ6. 
And. any hope foat Israel may back down from its 
hard-line poshicia on foe question of foe Pal- 
estinian right of self-detenniDation has receded 
even further since Netanyahu came to power and 
removed all constraints on the establishmem of 
Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. 

In tbe face of Netanyahu’s blatant breach of 
the basic premises of the peace process. Arab 


governments are more than ever affi^g ^ 
commitment to peace as a “strategic 
This has widened foe breach, nor to say the cr» 
ibility g», between government pobw cm 
one hand and wide sections of Arab public opin- 
ion, including the intelUgentsia, on the oto, at 
a rime when the Arabs have every imerest m 
closing ranks against Netanyahu s defiance of 
tbe peace process. . . 

• The third reason relates to a landmark erettt in 
the history of the conflict namely. Nassff s de- 
feat in foe 1967 war. Alibough ii has foMome 
fosbionable in certain quarters to blame braSOT 
for just about evwyfoing that is wrong with Egypt 
today, there is no di^mting the fact tb^ the man 
stood, and continues to stand, as a symbol of m- • 
tional dignity and pride. Rising from Egyp^ 
peasant stock to rid the counny of f 9 reign oom- 
ination for the fust rime in 25 centuries, he came 
to personify the soverei^ will of a {jepplc wto 
had lost control of their fete since foe trme of foe 
Pharaohs. He reasserted tiiat control fearlessly, 
nationalising tbe Suez Canal, standing yp to tbe 
tripartite aggression and building the High Da^ 
ffis defeat at foe hands of foe Ipaelis in 
dealt a severe blow to the Egyptian, and inctera 
Arab, psyche and acquired a symbolic sig- 
nificance going far beyond a mflitaty def^L 
How can foere be talk of fraternising with the in- 
struments of foat defeat, a defeat rendered even 
more traumatic bv the arrogance and callousness 
ivifo which foe Israelis killed defenseless Egyp- 
tian POWs in cold blood? 

These then are three of what I believe to be 
the four main reasons which justify, or ^ least 
go towards explaining, why boycotting Is- 
raelis remain a deep-rootai attitude, But fot ■. 
boycott to become on elective action rather 
fo^ reaction, it mu.st remain a means to an end. 
not an end in itself. 


Towards a common Arab market 


Arabs and Muslims looking for ways into the twenty-first century can’t see the forest for the trees, writes 
Adel Sabet: no farther than their own front doors, they will find the frameworic for a common market 


The Arab League has been criticised in 
recent years for having no long-term 
poli(fy, deficieat infonnatioa and public 
relations machineiy, and an organ- 
isational attitude characterised by sur- 
prising inertia towaunds major {Troblenis 
of concern to foe Arabs. Its fecklessness 
in defense of Lebanon when it was at- 
tacked 1^ the Israelis, its lackluster siqi- 
port for foe ethnic Muslims of foe for- 
mer Yugpslavia, and its embarrassed 
silence in the fore of Russia's genocide 
of the Chechens, has deqjly dis- 
appointed its ffiends. What fore can it 
- do to justify its existence? 

An organisation such as tiie League 
must be acutely conscious of tbe anfoi- 
.ence in which it exists. Tbe Le^e is a 
-worid body and must seek hs identity 
and purposes wititin a global environ- 
ment. A look at tbe world situation as it 
stands today is in ordo-. 

The industrial explohatioo of die so- 
call»i develops^ worid is fost coming 
to an end. h^or trm^ormaticKis were 
..to be expected- The first of these is tbe 
termination of foe Cold War which re- 
quired hi^ and ruinous purchases of 
war material by foe industnal countries 
manning tbe banieis of confrontatioa 
resulted in fbe storiqTiUng and pur- 
diase of rniUtary stores a^ the sfiending 
of vast sums on behalf of the research 
and development of increa^agly so- 
phisticated weapons of war. Th^ war- 
like prep arati ons acted as a major stim- 
ulus to the US economy in the Reagan 
years. Now a recession has set in wUch 
has caused tbe annaments industries to 
lose a substantial p ercent a ge of their in- 
come and profits. The same applies to 
military production in Europe. 

In ancmier ^ihere, we are confronted 
wifo a steady decline in foe areas of for- 
mer colreial exploitation as an in- 
creasii^ number of formerly subject or 
dependent peoples achieve fore in- 
depeodenre and develop import- 


substitution policies. In yet another sec- 
tor we ate witnessing tte rise of a new 
Eastern technical industrial empire 
whose marketing needs threaten im- 
portant areas of Western industrial ex- 
ploitatioiL 

The recent quarrels between Japan 
and foe US over what was once an auto- 
mobile industry dominated by the US 
may well spread to include many other 
consumer products. Should we foere- 
foie sit back in the expectation of new 
conflagrations, or even new industrial 
wars? An ominous aspect of this comes 
fiom tbe evideot polai^tioa of the cen- 
tres of industrial {lower on one side the 
West (uonically including tbe Russian 
Cotnmonwealfo), and cm tbe other the 
Far Eastern technological and industrial 
challenge. 

There is a lesson to be learned here. 
Industries need markets. Markets need 
consumers. The Arab and Muslim 
worid rqiresents millions of consumers 
whose living standards are so low that 
their develo{niieiit would represent a 
major foctor in a world ecoDomic re- 
covery. As things stand, these con- 
sumers could well represent foe targa 
fbr imperialism of 8 new kind. 

After Suez, Vietnam. Aj^hanistan 
and tbe recent Somali experience the 
days of gunboat imperialism seem to 
haw di^ The temtorial ioqieiative 
and old colonialist procedures ^ve be- 
come too dangerxMis and foe crid- 
fashioned patterns of {X)wer dis- 
appeared in tbe ashes of the British and 
French eoqnres. Though foe territoriai 
incentive is no longer attractive, it 
could weli be n^laced by a new fixm 
of {nedatory cokmialism. This would 
tai]^ the consumers of the ^stressed 
wixld, whose needs will propose at- 
tractive new markets. Even now, in- 
dustrial investment is moving towards 
funding the growth of new consumer 
societies. The financing of a ftituie con- 


sumer society via credits and loans is an 
accefXi^ procedure. Yet tbe methods 
used are creating an unbalanced growfo 
situation which provokes tensions and 
unwanted consequences. 

In Egypt, for instance, subsidies on 
wheal purchases and agricultural ex- 
{Mrts from the US have ii^bited Egyp- 
tian agricultural output to tbe extent that 
Egypt, oace self-tii^cjeBt. roust now 
im{)oi1 over 50 per cent of its food from 
abroad. This m efto amounts to the 
subsidising of American wheat pro- 
duction by the American government at 
Che expense of tbe Egyptian former, at a 
time when inflanonary jTressures des- 
perately detnand an increase in Egyp- 
tian pro^tion. 

The piecemeal allocation of aid cred- 
its whhtn bilateral arrangements have 
promoted inflation and frukraied efforts 
to create inter-Arab economic coop- 
eration. This has contributed 10 foe de- 
feat of attempts to create an Arab com- 
mon maikel Its only {x^tive effea has 
been to subsidise indirectly the {HO- 
duction oftfae donor country. The influx 
of unearned cash into foe economies of 
nscjpient countries inhibits the growth 
of the GNP and is a direct cause of in- 
f^on, which in mm promotes price 
hikes and foe ddiaseinent of foe na- 
tional currency. Tbe latter results in a 
serious loss of purchasing power. This 
situation imposes on tbe Eg^an econ- 
omy foe acute need to subsidise basic 
consumer items and to make tbe citizen 
vulnerable to the easy credit (wiicies of 
a foreign entity who will exploit 
Egypt's distress in order to subsidise its 
own production. 

Here, tbe Arab League is well 
equi{3p^ to step in. The idea of an Arab 
common market, first proposed in Az- 
am Pasha's time, springs to miod. The 
Arab League states done have over 200 
milhon consumers; when foese are ex- 
tended to a Muslim maricet, one billion 


consumers become available, ff one re- 
gards consumers as assets to the econ- 
omy, then we have here an extremely 
valuabie coital asscL A vast machinery 
of economic cooperation and union can 
be created. An Arab/Muslim common 
market would dwarf foe EEC and other 
such organisations. 

It could take foe shape of a non- 
politicaL non-religious commonwealth 
{KTSsessing an immense prestige in the 
worid. It coidd be a stifoilising foctor in 
the dash between foe West and the Far 
EasL promoting coordination rather than 
confimtadon. Since most of its oom- 
ponent states are agricultumL intensive 
food pnxhi^on programmes can easily 
be promoted and {lut into action. Sudi a 
commonwealth could aim at reducing 
the price of food in tbe world, since it 
md control huge land areas which 


woi 


only need development to create and 
[HOiDote production. It would lead to foe 
developi^t of an international food in- 
dustries authority and, in doing so, bring 
about a major change in a demograph- 
icaUy thresened wwd. It would telp 
face the challenge of future demogiaqiby. 

Lasr and by no means least, it would 
hel{) discourage tbe boardU^ of food hi 
tbe industrial countries, a practice wdiich 
has pushed the cost of living up to 
bibitive levels. It would likewise dis- 
courage tbe wanton waste of food, sucb 
a common feature of foe urban West 

Unfortunately there will be many who 
will regard foe opinions expressed here 
as impractical and utopian. To these we 
might ask: Should we therefore resign 
ouiselves to becoming the economic sat- 
ellites of foe great industrial (rawens of 
the world? Should foe role of our chil- 
dren be that of a convenient consumer 
society su{>plyjng the mdusirial nations 
of foe West and tbe Far East with new 
maikets for foerr goods at foe price of a 
lower standard of living, and pe i m anent 
underdevelo{7meni? 


Weapons of reason 

By Naguib Mahfouz 



How can Third 
World govern- 
ments that censor 
foe media stop 
sometlung from 
appraiing in foe 
{>ress if tiie {Miblic 
can see it on tele- 
vision via satellite 
dish^, or if pet^le can download 
it foroiigfa foe In»7)^ 

If everything becomes possible 
and {Kimissible, we are bound to 
clash wifo many things foat go 
against our traditions, customs and 
cfoture. What must we do? 

In my opinion, the solution lies 
in foe strengfoening of our cultural 
heritage. We roust increase its im- 
mune ^Steffi SO that it can with- 
stand the cultural invasion sweep-^ 
ing over us like a tidal wave. Only 
an educational revolution adapted 
to the age of information can 
achieve tlm goal. 

Thinking or exercising foe brain 
is what fostinguishes human be- 
ings from other creatures. But 
some educational systems in de- 
veloping countries are not de- 
signed with a view to teaching stu- 
dfflts bow to think, bow to reach 
conclusions that may-differ from 
the textbcxik. Creative thinking is 
encouraged and rewarded abi^d, 
whereas here any departure from 
the textbook is punished. A stu.- 
dent who dared to express an orij^t. 
inal idea would be inunedia: ~ 
failed for not repeating what 
bad been taught 

But if we can succeed 
eriy educating young 
need not wociy about w 
hear or see. They will be 
by the most powerful 
foe worid — foe ratio; 
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Dr Jekyi and (Mr Hyde 





Al-Ahfdnis "Egyid is using everyfoing in its {X>wer, 
ioclu^fag foe economic cooference, to ave tbe {)eace 
process. The ball is now in the ofoer side's court If they 
wish to see a successful conference, they should honour 
their commitments. But to cling to hackneyed intran- 
sigent stances wUl lead the Arabs to rgect stqjs towards 
ecofmnic normalisation... This summit or ofoos like it 
will be of no avail, for no side can farce foe others to 
coo{>erate wifiiout mutual trust" 

(EditoriaL 20 September) 


duct towards Israel' — stopping short of asking him to 
persuade foe US administration to send its fleet to the 
Egyptian coast to teach foe Egyptian people a lesson like 
it did wifo Iraq." 

(Ibrahim Sa 'eda. 23 September) 


Rose EI>Yousseif: “ft is all veiy coniiisi^ but 
Netanyahu's illogical actions imse fears that he intends 
to start a new war in ^ regton. I do not foink he is ca- 
pable of doing this as the &cision is not his alone and 
Egypt is curable of cutting him down to size wtfoout 
much effort. The best foing is to leave him to talk and 
talk until he hits rock bottom." 

^deAmoud El-Tohami, 23S^ember) 


Al-Sbeabs "By refrising to sign tiie treaty ba nning 
nuclear tests, India has given us all a lesson in pre- 
serving national interests and pursuing an indejTendent 
policy without succumbing to pressures do matter how 
gieaL.. Both India and Egy{it started together on the path 
of non-alignment but now tilings are different: India 
went along a path of true indepeodence. while we have 
to eban^ our stances according to outside pressures." 
(Qutb Ei-Arabi, 20 September) 


Al-Ahalis “Netanyahu is not a jockey in full control of 
his horse as he entm tbe race. He is full of slog^ 
which he is unable to turn into implementable policies. 
Ffe seeks a way out by saying ‘no’ to eveiytbing — a 
word most politicians avoid because it is not an exftres- 
skm of any poUcy.” 

(Amin Haweidy. 18 Si^iemherj 


Al-Ahram: “it is truly amaziag that Israel’s premier 
should criticise Egy{)t for holding large-scale ma- 
noeuvres — the same Netan^hu wbo has sto{}ped foe 
peacae process and who refrises to si^ foe Nuclear Non- 
Proliftmtion Treaty or to heed the Egyptian initiative to 
clear tbe region of weapons of mass dest^tion. It 
seems that his philost^hy is that all the nations around 
Israel diould disarm because Israeli security requires 
foat only Israel should have attack and defence ca- 
jiabilitiesr 

(Editorial, 23 September) 


Octo be r: “Why does the US, foe close friend of the 
An^ not help us find out who we are talking to in Tel 
Aviv? To an Israel which desires peace and signs peace 
accords uid strives for talks wifo tbe Smans? Or to an 
Israel ufoich rejects (leace, withdraws mun negotiations 
and refuses to honour pieties and accords? 

The US could do us a big fovour by teUing us bow to feel 
secure wifo Israel and trust the feture. It could tell us 
who rules Israel at foe moment — Dr Jekyi or Mr 
Hyde!" 

(Ragab El-Banna. 22 September) 


Al-Arabi: “The Egypt that Israel would like to see is a 
broken reed that turns a blind eye to what Israel doing to 
the Arabs and approves of foe American pers p ec ti ve that 
Israel should be stronger than all foe Arabs put together. 
This perspective bolds that Israel has a li^t to Arab 
lands and is the pennanent repjresentative of US interests 
in the region, numerous and 0 {){KUling as they are." 

(GaJal Aref. 23 September) 


AHUdibar: “For quite some time Netanyahu and his 
government have be«aa making {novocative statements 
about Egy{)t. On one occasuw he accused Egypt of halt- 
ing aonnalisatiotL On another, of not being concern^ 
about laael's security and interested only in gafawng Is- 
raeli concessioas for the Palesrioiar» and Syrians... And 
on yet another occasion- he, in all insolence, conqilain^ 
to US envoy Dennis Ross of Egypt's 'unspea^le coo- 


AkAkhban “The {woof that Netanyahu is not think- 
ing clearly is foat be grants himself tbe right to protest 
a^nst Egyptian army manoeuvres. He assttmt^ that 
peace means that we uould neglect raising our militaiy 
C8{>abilities when Israel is develcqiiftg its nuclear arsenal 
and its missiles. It seems that his understanding of (>eace 
is an Israeli hegemony over a region {topuiated by weak 
Arabs who do not dare 10 take advantage of science and 
technology." 

( Nabil Zaki. 22 September) 






CompKed by Mala Saqr 


When drawing Minister of Education Hussein Kamel Babaedcfan, I rev 
iwotnbercd the nose, chin and smile ai Telia Hussein^ tbe most prom:; 
ineirt figure to have o ccupie d the chair in which Bah aed din new site-. 
The minister's features sue fri en d l y; they sewn designed to e nc ea W ' . '; 
age the youngsters sfttiiig on selmel benches a cross the eonnCiy te : 
work hard and achieve good maifcs. 
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Saiama A. SsUama 

The bogus 
nuptials 

When Yasser An^ pies- 
Kteut of the Palnfinian 
ticnifll Aalbonty (FNAX wis- 
hed Gen&any. zeoei^ to 


and investOTs to invest in 


was told by thenieadait of 
Ae Gen^ ChaidMr .of 
Cosnmerce .and. hidustiy 
that, in light of the pre s ent 
political situation in tiie re- 
gion, it would be 
lor Gennan pixvate . sector 
eQ»wp»wi«g to ms^ toy' 

l0Dg~tenn imi BiUfwgHlg in 

Palestinito tecdtoiy. 

Ihere can be no- dodit; 
given the political ghwtfion 
prevailing in tiie Nfid^ 
East, that no amount of at- . 
tractive offias iviD Tmiwnn 
foreign eqiiial to enter into 
large scale joint vt a l ar es, 
such as tiiose desired by ibe 
oiganisen and.advocatBS.of 
the economie «mwtw » in ' 
Cain). For tins reason, foe 
prqiai a titoebeiiigtnadefe 
the co n ference ace purely 
^ecnlative — foe putsnit of 
amn^e. 

Hiis eancliisioD bas been 
anq)ly demonstnted in foe 
pastfewd^ Tfaerecahbe 
no doubt of its effect on the 
relatims, .etements and 
teems rhaf* fiwn ^he fiamo* * 
wnk oi tiie KCddU feat 
peace process. It is abim- 
dandy clear that the Ne- 
tany^ government is m> 
tern on destcoying foe fetqre 
of the fRocess, and even 
tiiose stqis afaea^ 
achieved. llMse who feund 
excuses for tiie Isxadi i»nne 
minietw hhA aticed be 
be gjven a g^tcc pedod 
were the victims eifoer of 
sdf-dehisian, or a US- 
backed Israeli rase — to the 
pomt foat the US has in-, 
sisted fost the eccsumic 
summit be convened on the 
tfcfg i Ywtnqd date. 

What otimr reason could 
there be for an diese ]xqiK 
aratums fiv a cmifisrence' 
which is expected to set out 
the terms for future econom- 
ic and political ooopnatimi 
in the legkn. and in wfaufo 
Israel is to be wedded to ti)e 
Arab wosid, aixi^t tiie 
blare of foe t n nn^ of US, 
Japanese and E u nyean 
banks - and- . GotpoEtopna 
This takes place at a time 
whto bclMgaenc^ if joot 
outridit prepention for war, - 
prevails, vifoen Syria and ^ 
rad arc amossisg foctm 
along' tiieir borders in. tiw ; 
Golto Hei^ils and aiband 
the Sooth Lebanon secn^ 
zoc^ wifo j^tad tirreatepmg . 
Syria, Iscaeii air tim . at- 
tain os Lebsnese positions 
the cobstznction of new set- 
tlements and a fie^on'lfr- 
laeli-Palestinian ■ '^pee- 


Indeed, yAxy fod Ne- 
tanyahu .jndc ...tiie .-anr 
uhreis^ofYooi Eppnr-^ 
tiie anmveia^^bftto Oc- 
tober War — tb -instigiUe a 
crisis wifo Egypt? did., 
be infeem US envbySpi^ 
Ross ti1athe.ol3ecCed.t6 tiie 
Egyptians «iiHng thearVuS- 
itaiy maaoeiivies - “Badr- 
96”, as he considered .tins 

tantnrrwnnt fO ptepantion 

tiv war wgawwt a 
bonring” cornttiy — Jam 
(afierl7yeais of peace)? . ■ 
What jnstification - can ' 
there be for tiie cwive n n^ 
of a confere n ce which pi^ 
snmsbly woidd i^'- to 
agreemcDts, finmeial ob- 
ligations mvestmenls 
Israeli participa tion 
when IsTtol has reneged on 
its promises and disavowed 
its agreements wifo the Pal- 
estinians, nfoeo it. bas ham- 


la? What kind of economic 
cotqieratkn can emerge 
fiom tins situation? 

Egypt may have been 
obtiged'by. a nnmber of po^ 
htical consfdrettKxis ID pn>- 
ceed wifo pi c par ations fix' 
rim gi iinwwt to die veiy 
end. Among these con- 
siderations may be an at- 
fongit to prove good to . 
thg last; tixmA timt ne^ 
00 proving aQ Egypt 
basdtoe. Hi^ may te&et 
also a desire by ^y pt to 
wafo its hands of the snm- 
nrit^ — a virtual 

ftwi oiii i y m light of land’s 
cai^oncal retiamion and 
tiw *"* » »* ^ and escslatiop 
that Netanysfott's govesn- 
rnent bas snoceeded in fi>- 
iwettring* in - the r^jon. 
Also; Egypt . coold have 
been leqioiii^ to iOog^ 
American pressure, vriudi 
can be' imdenrfsnod if 
we simpose tint titers is an 
Antencan-Isiaeh idSD to 
posqMne or even mca tiie 
peace process. 

' Id mx'or five wetfrt we 
foait know fix certain vriiat 
lies brtthtit the ”weddh« 
feast” vriudi is being pre- 
pared SO dUigendy. 7^0 re- 
ply. Yasser Arafet recewed 
from foe' ' Gennan in- 
dustndistB; bowevei; is s 
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The road from Beijing 

After tiie Beijing Conference, steps must be taken to hziixove 
Egyptian women’s positioD in power transacdons through a 
twoixMiged stzat^. This strat^ would enable them to in- 
fluence poli^ increasing dieir refvesentatiem in leadresh^ 
roles and would provide siqiport fix their snccessflil participa- 
tion in the dedsioMnakiiig process. 

Sectodly, it v^d enhance tiieir sources of power and enable 
them to use such sources effectively. Achieving the above goals 
requires that measures be taken at the lev^ of poli^, lega- 
tion, research, infiwmari«n, training, advocacy and institiition- 
bmlding. The stimegy foould make Tnarirnnm -use of existing 
mediairisms such as govtouneat mstimtioDS, NGOs, political 
parties, labour unions and info rmal groups- 
It should be based on the recognised rights of women in Islam 
and tiie Egyptian constitution. Both ensure women’s welfire, for 
which foe govenuneot, su^iorted by civic society and intto- 
national organisatic^ is reqionsible. Four basic rij^its are ad- 
vocated by women in Talam: 

The ri^t to a source of income to meet their basic needs 
nriietfaer uving alone or in a family tiie ri^ to ownosfaip of ec- 
onomic assets independeot of tim or femilias; the 

ri^t to a healthy marital life, a decent di- 
vorce and protec ti on fixim exploitation or vi- 
olence thxoi^hout their life cycle; the right to 
education and income throi^ their work. 

The constitution prohibits disgriminalirtn 

on any grounds; gendei4ased inequality is 
unctoStiboliaDal, and women are eathfed to 
rectification of discriminatoiy situations. 1 

Egypt should benefit fiom the experiences 
of other commies, where enlightened inter- 
pretations of Islam reflect positively on worn- 
en’s well-being. This is ite case in Tunisia, iVvT 
Paldstto and Bmgladesh. The two Asian f — 4 
countries have a woman as a prime minister. 


ITiiswedx'sSotgtbox writer is theckairpa^ 
son of the Arab Women ’s Alliance. 


Hoda 

Badran 


The politics of memory 

As historians sift through the constmetions of collective recollection, writes Edward Said, we 
as Arabs remain prisoners of amnesia — severed from our power to create an indigenous narrative 


Sboij^ after tiie 19 ^ I^estme National Coandl mee^ 
in^ wydi I attended in Algjecs, 1 was invited to 
ticq^ in a piddio fbram in. New Ymk whh Ameancan 
Jemoh BigjpoiteB of Inael who ooosiderad ifoe uKunenta 
pio^oiis doe fix ncondliatioa md dialogue. One of 
tile participants was a weD-knowD Jewidi -[foilosqpber 
... aWKwidi eie#eti with a genoalty pro g res s ive tod 
' criti^ attitn^-wto also known tome as a pacticulariy 
. ;fiivctostqipoilmaflsi»eL.hi: 19 g^fixexai]:q>Ie,hehad 
..publicly advocated tiie Isnidi mvaacm of Ldbanoa in or- 
'der to accon^Esh tiie pdUlical defeat of tiie FLO, and 

- ^ifier he had^tqpcto siqiportiiig an Isneti poE^ of 

* 1 ii^n^ Ikdesnntansleave Isred smee tiito presence in 
-foe state was - ** 1 x 0119081 ” to the natioiL Nev- 

ettiidess, I agreed to appear wifo him, pediqn as a way 

assessing his present position. 

.3 "He seemed exa^pex^^ed Ity die new sftnatimi, and less 
. inefoaed than most of. the anfoence to take thie Algiers 
-..f pedaiatkui seriou^. At one mmnent 1 pressed home 
foe whole histoiy of iSonxst abuses of the Palestmians, 
stQdxig diat it m be taken account of in any eiqilara- 

■ 1 jk» ofa.fiicilre peac& i wite smpdsed adien he replied 

- wifoi vdieineDce foat. Palestinians could have a state of 
. tiKff. bvm so kuig as they tiito lives aloi^ awiy 

- firan Israelis, *Xet’s not go over the pas^” he said, *Tet*s 
• . oonecntiate on die fbtme” a position wfaUdi I critidsed 

• to'bcai^uiynsttotiiBvictiitoonsiadii^greto^ lalso 
Tcnunded tiiat Palestinian and Xstaeii hidtodes were 
'clnscty comiec^ laid could not so easity be sqarated. 

• Soddei^xwctoito in tiie almost cni^yJe^^ 
'eaeeleito to her find and adeed for tite fliixx. She was 

- mlbage 4 ^;^ s^to theidiilosrqihBc. that as a Jew he 

was asking Palestimaiis to fixget abont tiie past ‘^ore 
tium-any other people mi etnth,” she eontinaaed wifo in- 
creassg pasaoai, Sre lews have looked back to oor past, 
addng ouisdves and aD other peppto to . remember -tiie 
past, remember our sufferings, remember our adneve- 
ments as a people; remember our 

pra^iets and namtioos. How dare yon tril a Palestinito 
mat he duuld fixget about, the pa^ Don’t yon dunk 
that Pdestisians too are entWeH to tixdr pa^ and don’t 
tfaqy have a ri^i^ as we d(^ to dtfm tfaesr own history in 

^thito own. way?” I seeall that the man looked uor 
teomfbrtaMe aod.someafoat enibanassed, although ^ did 
not venture a serious le^onse. 

Periups the greatest ludtie we Palestiniabs have waged 
• as a people has been over the right to onr presence and 
wifo that jxesence, our li^ to pnmrTi and reclaim our 
historical reaEty, at least smee tbs ZSrmist movement ho- 
ffln « witwAinitMtK ftn anr WiH. A Similar battle has 
Dm fiMight I? ^ ecdomaed peoples whose past and 
pres e nt wese ontade powers -vriioiiad fust 

cmqnered foe land, and dim re-?nt>te history so as to ap- 
pew in tint faitoiiy as tiie trae owners of tint land. Every 
rndgiendtot state that emerged after the dismantiing of- 
the classical e agut es m die post-Wedd War n years felt 
it nec e ssaiy to hs own Instoty, as irhich' as pos- 

able fiee of the biases and rms-r^resentatkos of that 
history by BxidB^ (x.Brendi, or Poitnguese, Duteb and . 
ofttercoloinalhistotians.. 

Yet tire fete of Palestinian fautory bas been a sad one, 
ance not only did wenot gflto ind^endeDce; but we also 
never nmtertov xt rite i mp cxtance of Gonstrocring our own 
hiaoty as a part of trying to gm our indqteaidenee. To 
become a nation in tiie fixmal sense of the word, a peqrie 
mnst malm itself into sonieAing more dim a eolleenon of 
tribes or political (xgainsatkns of die land tint, since die 


1967 war, Palestinians have created and siqipoited. Wifo 
any enemy as fbnnidable as the Ziomst movement, one 
of whose main efibils ans to re-write die history of 
estine so as to exclude us as original mhahhantg of foe 
plac^ we cannot afford so gxievons a gq> in oor n^<»^ 
life. 

What we never understood was the power of a nar- 
rative histoiy to mobilise people around a common goaL 
In die case of Tinfriam, foe naoutive’s wmiw pomt was 
that 2joaism's goal was to lesti^ re-estsfofirii, re- 
patiiate, and xte-connect a people with its origmal home- 
land. ft wto tire genius of Hi^ and Weizmaim to foaft 
tidnkers like EoKlrio and Buber, as well as finandeis 
litre Lord Roriisciifld and Moses btodcfiore, into givixig 
their time and efiwt in siqjpcat of so iiiq)ort^ and his- 
torical justified i scheme. This nanative of le- 
establidunent and lecoveiy served its purpose not onty 
amongst Jews, but also tiuougboot tiie Western (tod even 
in s(xne parts of the Eastern) woiid. Because of the pow- 
er and ^leal of the 23oni5t nairative and idea (vriiich de- 
ptoded (Ml a qiedal readmg of the Bible), and because of 
our&ihire as apeople to produce a convincmg collective 
story -with a b^unung; middle, and end ('we were alwi^ 
too disOTganised, oor leaders were always interested in 
maiiriainiog thdr power, most of our inteUectuals refiised 
to comnut themsdves 88 a grcH^ to a common goal and 
we dianged our go^ and princqiies too many times) we 
have lematned scattered pc^cally ineSective vic- 
tims of Ztonism, as h ccnitxoues to take mexe and more of 
oor land, our pa^ and our national existence sway fiom 
ns. 

The p ei ^ t symb()Iisin of how we have paid the price 
fix not bemg sofficieittly conscions of our histoiy was 
when, at the White House ceremony in Sqitember 1993, 
Yitfotik Raltin ^idre of a long hbtory m JevriA suf- 
fisnng; and an enonnous amount of Jew^ blood ^ suf- 
fering, whereas Yasser Arafit fod not even mention tiie 
wlmte history of Palestimm suffering and loss. *Thank 
you, thank you, timk you,” be said as if to reward the 
victors with our total sunauler and our abdicatioD fiom 
our historical stride. 

Just how deliberate and sustained has been the Zionist 
assault on the history of Palestine, and bow much atten- 
tion has been paid over tiie years to the re-constructioo of 
Jewish hitony to suit the pniposes of Zionism as a polit- 
ical movement, is made sbmningly clear by tiie Soottirii 
historian of the ancient Near East, Keith W Whitelam, 
vfocne new book The baveadan of Aadatt Israel: The 61- 
lendt^ of Pa^tmUm History (Routledge, 199Q is of 
panmouat importance. 1 bare not seen any reviews or 
references to foe book in eitlier Arab or Western journals 
or newqiqieis, pofaaps because tiie subject is a emn- 
plicated and difmiult one. Not beiim ni)«w a schtriar of 
tiie andent worid generally, nor of andent Palestine in 
pertienlar, I cannot make a judgment about some of the 
points tiiat 'Whitelam makes; but I am able to judge what 
he says about nyidem scholarsl^ on andent Isi^ and 
there I was very hopiesaed wifo his carefnl, but nev^ 
erfoeless extremety andadous argument Inefto'Whito- 
1am is talking dioal two tfamgs: 0^ tiie politics of col- 
lective memory, mdtwo, tiie oeation.by Zionist sdiolais 
and historians of an image (xf andent Israel that is sbqied 
by the ideological needs and pressures of the modem Zi- 
onist movement 

Collective memory is a relatively new fidd of shidy, 
but IS now eigoyiDg eonsideiable attention among hi^ 
uxians. ft is commcMity agreed tiud collective memory is 


not an inert and passive thin^ but a field of activity in 
which past events are selected, te-constmeted, main- 
tamed, modified, and endowed with political fneaning 
In her 1995 bcxric Pecavered Roots: Collective Memory 
and the Makir^ cf Isradi Nadonal Tradition, the Isiaeli- 
Ameiican historian Yael Zeruvtibel shows bow, before 
the late nmeteenfo ceotwy, the stoiy of Masada was un- 
known to most Jews. Then in 1862 a Hebrew translation 
of the Roman sources of Masada in Joseifous’s Wars cf 
the Jem was published, and in a short time tiie story was 
transfinmed by recon^roction into four impo it an i foings: 
"a mqor boning point in Jewish histoiy, a locus of mod- 
em pilgrimag e, a femous aichaeologii^ site, and a con- 
temporary politic met^jfaor.” When General Yigaei 
Yacib excavated Masada after 1948, the eoqwdit i on had 
two co^lementary aq)ect5, an archaeological in- 
vestigation and “the fiilfiUment of a ng*i«na1 mission.'" 
In time, the actual pla(» was the site of Israeli anny cer- 
emonies, a commemoration of Jewish heroism as well as 
a c ammitment to present and future military sidil. Ihus 
was a dim, relatively unknown incident in the past ze- 
fiHmuIated consciou^ as a majix episode in the na- 
tionalist programme of a modem state; Masada became a 
potent s^nbol of the Israeli national narrative of struggle 
and survi-vaL 

Whitelam presents a remarkable picture of how die 
history of ancient Palestine was gradualty replaced by a 
largely invented image of ancient Israd, a ^litical ear- 
that in reality played only a small irrfe in the area 
of geogrqtiuteal Palestine. According to Wfaitriaizi, an- 
cient Palestine was the home of maxy diveiae peoples 
and faistoiies: it was the place vriim Jebusites, Ca- 
naanites, Moabi^ Ptdlistines and others lived and 
flouxisfaed. Begin^g in the late I9fo centuiy, how- 
ever, tiiis more complex and ridi histoiy was fenced, 
fixeed aside, in ordCT tiiat foe histoiy of invadiiig Is- 
ladite tribes, wto fix a time suiqiressed and dis- 
possessed the native peoples, became the only nanative 
worth considering. 

Thus the extinctioo of the indigenous populaticm of Pal- 
estine in the late Bronze Age became an acceptable and 
gradually pgrrMnent feature of Jewish history fix schol- 
ars like W F Albri^txt, the leading historian of ancient 
Palestine during die early twentieth ceat^, and made it 
possible to sflence native Palestiiiian histo^ as it was 
repphmted by foe histoiy of foe meoming Israelites. Alb- 
right goes so fer as to condane the destruction of the na- 
tive inbabitaiits of ancient Palestine in fevour of superior 
people: **Froim foe oifiartial staxKhxunt of a philosopher 
of histoiy,” he says, ”it often seems necesraiy that a peo- 
ple of mukedly inferior type (Le. the ancient Canaanite 
PalestiniaDs) should vanish before a people of siqierior 
potentialities, sxnce there is a point beyond which racial 
mixture cannot go without rfisaker.” 

In its rematkably fimk ex g es a on of tadst attitudes, 
tins statemeiit by a suppos^y objective scholar, who 
also hqipened to be tiie motif mftuential fi^ne in iziodem 
Biblical ardaeology, is chilling. But it suggests the iron 
wQ] of Ziofusm, in its desire to overcome obstacles in its 
patii, even to foe point of rttroqi e ctiveiy condoning dis- 
possession and even genocide. Whitelam proceeds to 
show bow scholars like Albri^ and many otbeis went 
on in (heir writing to constract “a large, powerful, sove- 
reim and autmiomous... state (\riii(fo was) attributed to 
its fixinder David” 

Whitelam shows bow tins state was in effect an in- 
vention designed to acco m p an y the Zonist attempt in die 


twentieth centuiy to gain control over the land of Pal- 
esd^ thus ‘fofolical scholarship in its coastruction of an 
andent Israeli state is impUcat^ in contemporaiy strug- 
gles for the land” Whitelam argues that such a state was 
for less important than its diampioDS in the present 
Sty it was: ‘The invented andent Israel has sUenced Pal- 
estinian history and obstructed alternative claims to the 
past” 

By ixntenting an andeot Israeli kingdran that di^xlaced 
Canaanite Palestinian histoiy, modern scholars have 
made it impossible fix present-day Paiesthiians to say 
that tiieir cl aims to Palestine have any long-tenn his- 
torical validity. Indeed, such iNO-Zionist s<fooliua have 
asserted that andent Israel was qualitatively different 
from all other foims of government in Palestine, just as 
modenHlay Zonists said that their exuning to destine 
txansfimned an “enqity!’ desert land into a garden. The 
idea in bodi cases, ancient and modem, is identicaL and 
of course violently contradicts the true histoiy of the 
place. 

Whitelam is (piite right to critiinse my own work on the 
modem straggle for Palestine fix not paying any atten- 
tion to (he discourse of biblical studfies. This discourse, 
he says, was really a part of OrientaUsm, by which Eu- 
ropeans imagined and represented the Orient as they 
wished to see it, not as it was, or as its natives bdieved. 
Thus biblical studies, which invented an Israel that was 
set apart from its environment and supposedly IntMjght 
civil&atkm and jsogress to the region, were reinfixeed 
by Zonist ideolr^ and by Eunqie’s interest in die roots 
of its own past Yet, he concludes, “tiiis discourse ius 
excluded the vast majority of tiie population of the re- 
gion.” It is a disburse of power ”whidi has (&- 
possessed Palestinians of a imd and a past” 

Whitdam’s sutgect is ancient history and how a pur- 
poseful political movement could invent a servicroble 
past vriodi became a crucial aqiect of Israel’s mndem 
collective memory. When the inaycx of Jeniralm last 
year proclaimed tint foe city iqxesented 3,000 years of 
unlxoken Jewish dominance, he was znobilisiDg an in- 
vented story for the political purposes of a moctom ^ate 
stiD tryh^ to disposs^ native Mestinians. And yet we 
have made no response, since we cannot say anything 
about our ancient hi^my, and have even forgotten to 
commemorate more recent events such as the massacres 
of Sabra and Shatila. 

Our task as Arabs and Mestmians is to pay closer at- 
tmtioD to our own national narrative, nfoich is neither 
an idle aesthetic pursuit xwr sometiung (hat can be con- 
tinually posqmned. \^tfaout a histoiy tiiat needs to be 
pamstridngly researdied and together as a coherent 
story, we are like (Mphans nntlier parents nor a 
home that we can claim as our own. In action, tn^ 
em Western Orientalists are re-writing the history of Is- 
lam as a tale of anger and irrationality, in th^ oon- 
straetions, the Arab md Muslim conqiooenC of Palestine ■ 
is always portztyed as either subordinate or non- 
existeoL We cannot acoonqilish our self-detennination 
as a peofde unless we can write and tell our own his- 
ttty — from ancient times till foe pre se nt The struggle 
wifo Zionism is a cultural one, which we must seriously 
begin to address. For fo»* m*v we need a nancxial and 
intellectual leadership that is conscious cff this dimeo- • 
sion of our straggle, and is detennined to get the job 
done. How much loiger must we wait? And bow can 
we in ter pr et our own history when fieotom of thmighr 
and expiessioa are currently so limited? 


7 a 7 Ac Sditan, 


Letter to Arafat 


Not Just a symbol 

gir- Tn rf* Tp* ****^ Tnhtrig nhttnmy af Dr Latife AL 

Ztyyat {AlMataa ifeeftty 1^25 Septeaaber), I would like 
to add tint her heacty .lBii^ was one of her most out- 
stanfing features. Etw during her impisikiineDt, foe nev- 
emnssed that sense ofhnmour. ' 

Peraortof ^pera;'pifolished in Aralxe, was her moa sen- 
stive weak. ^ was one of those hotolte^aals who was C8- 


countdes are tiy^ to chase awty Egyptians by slmhing pay. 

Labour mobOity was understood as allaying the uneven 
tiibntioD of re so ur ces in foe Arab “nation” and beiig a suf- 
zogate for citizmfoqim tiie enqiktyiDgcountty. IsArabnnity 


As a imzvESity pntiessor litcnhBc, ^ gave 

iwm- arwl her «faiA»ntR support, care and love. 
Sfee was evayfoihg in one, feflimeg success, struggle 
and fiustntioo, bitterness and jty, de^^and 
' shw meceededmifagwinn a true ojetore of Egypt calling 
fix justice and indqipadmwi ftiefly ^eakm^ 

she was not menty & tynibel, she was human, a cnitntal 
anllustmichetmiie. Ltfi&AtZtyyatwi&bezranembered 
as a ffowing stresn afbenevoleDce and love. . 

Zarif Kunet EaJdni, 


cooftRBce provide — - 
very befixe nort 

N w etober. ••• 


S Dd^SecNMdaiy Schoidibr Gftis 
Cairo''- • 

Labour mobility? . 

Sir^ In **nie big return hoffaf, Mbna El-F!^ (dJvfAnam 
Wedtfyi 12-18 Seprinbee) quote foe head oftiieGeaeBdl^ 
viskm of Recroamte CouvemeB at IteEgyptian Fedeotion 
qf ryrnhM of Commete as saviug salaries for Egyptian 
wrakets m Israiri are more dian doifote foose oi the Gulf 
Also, the Dean of the Sadat Academy fix Ad- 
mmistmtive Scieoce fiwnd a ffowing piefa^ to Arab 


m a reverse sta^ depute me now 01 proototic 
Joseph Lemcr 

Indqieiideat Media Review and AsalysSs 
Jerusalem 


Safer beaches 

Dmiag nty.iecent vacation to Naldieel ^^llage to Al- 
Arifo, 1 was unfixtiiinrie enMQh to see a man diOM while 
he was ttytog to save two chQdRB. 

UDfoctuiat^ tine was no li^oard to be seen and Ity tito 
three managed to lescne foe young man, it 

was too late. I would like to thank them fix tfadr coma^ 
The lifeguard a pp e a red after half an hour, where was he 
wlte he was needed?! J a^ DOtioed foat there are no Hfe- 
behs to be used to case of emergenty on any of the beaefoes. 
1 have travelled to many co un tries and I Inve always seen 
snph belts at dxfifeieiX pmnts aimg the beadies, as wdl as 
Uf^irards adviang people if tiie sea is dangerous. 

I flimk it wouto^ a go(d idea cf somC^d of canqiaign 
fivtog aMoe on life saving and lesusciiatiaa to case cf 
drowning wtNild be riiown on tiie televisUxL It should also 
gatiphaBlfie how (faB^ezDus tiM te Cm be, especully tiie 
MeditenaneaiL 

I HwwiV yon and hope tint some action can be taken to 
tiie beaches safer. 

Doreen Briggs 

NasrOty 

Cairo 


The fidhwing is the text of a letter sent to Pres- 
ident Arafat by 24 renowned intellectuals and mit- 
ers, objeaing to the PNA ’s tkxssUm u> conjisicaie 
two Arabic booia by Edwtad Said. The two books 
in question contain an Arabic translation of Said’s 
articles or tiie MidtBe East peace process, pub- 
lished on this pa^ since agning cf the Oslo 
Accords to Satmber 1993. The two cohosted 
vtdumes inebiae an inOieMfeetibn by distir^ished 
politimi auifyst Mokamed Hassanein Hei&l, and 
were jmblish^ in Cairo by Dor Al-Mustaqbal Alr 
Arabi. a pfublisMng house owned by Mohamed 
Fay^ the secreuay-mneral of the Arab Organ- 
isation for Human Ri^ts. 

His Excellency Yasir Azafet 

Presidait of ^ FaiesttoiBn Autnioinous Autimity 

Gaza City, Gaza 

YourExcenesty, 

It has been widely reported, as to The New York 
Times fix Sunday August 26, 1996 C*Palestiiie Sc- 
curity Agreits Ban Bo^ by Critic of Aiafet”), that 
security services responsible to you have seized 
botdes written hy Edward W Said end c^ed them 
off fiom all bookstores to foe Palestinian Auton- 
omous Zones in Gam and the West Bank. Fur- 
tixnnore, that the sale of hto books has been fo- 
bidden in these b*iw* areas and to Palestinian 
bookstores to East Jerusalem. 

This news is espedally alaimtog at a time ufoen 


those around the worid nfoo suigxxt die aspirations of 
the Palestinian people are looking to your administra- 
tioQ to evidence iSalt any anei^ng Mestixiian oitity 
will Uy to found itself on basic democr a tic principles 
and most ^lecificaDy on the ]xiiicq)te of freedom of 
etyiressioo and dissoit. This fieedm necessarily in- 
cludes Edward Said's expressions of difference wifo 
some of your cinrent policies. 

Edward Said is (Mie of tiie most prominent, in- 
fluentiaL a^ admired of cultural ruitics. In par- 
ticular, his writing about the Palestinian ejqierienoe 
have be e n an mstrument to shming n piniftns 

in foe United States, tbe United Ktogoom, Europe, 
and the Middle East that are fevouiably inibimed 
about the Palestinian cause. We therefore urge you 
to your own interests as well as to the interests of 
pe(^|>le everywhere to reaffirm his right to be heard to i 
the areas where an effort has been made to giieiici- 1 


Sincerely, 

Ronald Harwood, President, Intmuadonai PEN 
Anne Holander, President, American PEN 
Karen Kenneily, Exec. Director, Amtoican PEN 
Adonis, K Antboire Appiah, Panl Anster 
Nieb Barfbed, Mdbznond Dantfeh, Jacques 
Derrida, ADen Ginsbreg, Gamal Al-Gbitani, 
Gunter Gnss, David Gressma, Nag^ Mt^oaz, 
Kenzabnro Orhan Pamak, Rfafoard Poirier, 
Antoa Shamiaas, Sasan W tiKam Styroo, 

Jean Stem, Gore Vidal, Torsten Wiesel, Saadi 
YonsseL 
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Otello on the rocks 


Otello. Verdi; 21 September; Libretto. 
Boito q/ier Shdeespeare: direaor Cion- 
earth del Monaco; Stage end costume 
designer Giuseppe Ranchetd: con- 
ductor and artistic director Youss^El- 
Sisi; Qait Bey. Alexandria 


As the sea strikes the rocks beneath Qait Bey 
David Blake listens to the blood-stained 
beauties of Verdi’s music drama 


"For the Mood itself meditates for the 
soid" 

Lev. 

"It is not often that a man ’5 strength is 
so immense that he can remain an ath- 
lete a^r ^tiering half of is to old age 
for experience, but it need not surprise 
us in Verdi's case" 

J B Shaw on Otello 


There was something extra human 
about Verdi in tus old age. Boho, one 
of his few intimate friends, found him 
fiightenmg even when dead. He left an 
awesome description of the corpse of 
die person all the worid admired for Us 
operas. Verdi alone made Italian opera, 
and without fuss. He never ftiss^ 
about anydiing. Actions could be sho^ 
sharp and lethal, but never fuss. And he 
could be sdeat, having a sibylline re- 
sistance to life's Unasions. As a con- 
sequence age never caught up with 
hii^ He was too cunning. When it was 
time, be simply died. 

Oteila was the last but one <»cpiration. 
It is curt, sharp-e^ed, exptmng like an 
arc lamp the piteous subjects. It is 
' am»tng these people are not cold. But 
have that ItaJianate resistance to 
die meritous things of life which leaves 
. diem fiesh and never world-stained. 

. Verdi shone like a bronze shield in the 
sun widi Otello. His courage dming and 
success with it cleaves the heart 
This production at Qait Bey Fort 
spawned heavy waves of Hollywood- 
gossip: It would crash on die rocks. 
It did not They would never bring it 
. off on the night They did. It's a jumbo- 
. jet ai>fatty, too big to take off at all It 
' mok off has opened up yet another 
. Egyptian site for opera. And it is prob- 
.■ abfy foe best of alL As it is, tins |ier- 
' formance of Otello migjit be the gi^- 
. est thing Alexandria has had since 
Actium, and it did not go on the lodcs. 
Perfomied on them — yes, but crashed 
. upon them — no. 

Giancaido del Monaco, son of one of 
. hist^’s grandest Otellos, must have a 
. qiecial feeling for this c^iera. Aiqroae 
: ■ heard the fetber can feel the same 
. sense of gcimdeur and dark menace of 
the wenk. We are in Duchess of Malii 
country — white devils and some not 
so v^te — Otello — abound. Racism 
casts deep shadows, sex prolifoates 
and wielik a slicl^ paw. Money and 
the impassable barriers of class move 
around the characters in the play like 
/■: prison walls. Never take on anydiiiig 
-c weightier dian youradf. 

Venh was on Otelio's side, but his 
love of difficult music for soprano voic- 
es got in his way, and outeteps Des- 
demi^ from Shakespeare into Boito as 
a radiant, self-satisfied princess from 
r .. Venice marrying her shadowy bit-of- 
i. i material from another class. 
rt: Del Monaco in Act 1 makes all these 

> j threads visible and ties diem in a ti^ 
; knot. We are on treacherous gpywd. 
I- There is trouble ahead. His picture of 
r lago as muscle-beast and Otello 
as sensitive sohSer poet carefully mak- 
ing his way into the Jetworid of now 
n^oe for die same pantomime as to- 


day's coffee table glossy magazines. 
But Otello is no frio figure. Desdemona 
has her father and clara behind her and 
the palace on the Grand Canal when 
thing s get tou^ And Otello? Nothing 
— Imt lago. 

liiere's a touch of rust on the bronze 
here, for Verdi Imew everything. He 
knew foal Otello was no stranger to 
shadowland, and that, pertiaps because 
there are many species of j^ousy, he 
would be foe one to be sacrificed. 

The rest of the opera as far as Act in 
shows Otello foe ^Mfo of thorns forou^ 
foe detritus. It is harrowing and awfiil. 
Del Monaco makes the shadows clear. 
Th^ is not even time for pity. It is 
very painful to see .Otello so bro^t 
down into 1996, wifo foe blood-staii^ 
Moloch running over.him too. 

Act in finishes foe'man Otello. He is 
really at foe ad of it lago’s claw 

has elairyed down him. This act 
is foe clue to foe entire Del Monaco 
production. After his humiliation Otello 
will kill Desdemona for sure. She will 
return to Venice, a bit morally the 
worse for wear, but princesses bave a 
way of dealing wifo diis. There is no 
dbaam for Otello. He will be a demoted 
soldier wrfo bis life in shreds. The 
greatest scene in foe productimi is fois 
Act in. The ploiipotentiaiy of Venice 
was grandly-voiced 'and tfae entire stage 
seethes, the soldieri race along the b^- 
dements from all angles waving im- 
mense blood red fia^. The Lion of 
Venice is aniving to sort out dw mess. 

From fer away iqi in the high ^pac«s 
of foe Fort tfae truoqiets sou^ Verdi, 
hi one of his best Tintoretro moods, lets 
out tte full sound of Empire m action. 
The trumpets blast and at foeir climax 
del Monaco has the canons ^ off — a 
v^coming charge, and it echoes across 
the night waters of Alexandria. Up in 
tfae Fort amid foe sound and fury stands 
foe smallish figure of Otello lost and 
afiraid. He has unleashed mighty pow- 
ers which are aimed against him. After 
the humiliation of Desdemona, which 
comes in her scene with the Venetian 
visitor when Otello strikes ha amid re- 
crimination and dismay tfae entire stage 
is emptied. Otello runs up foe stqn of 
the castle and on his way he trips. lago 
pursues him, life him like a rag doll 
and chucks h™ ova the parrqia onto 
tfae floor above at die same time mak- 
ing a spectacular leap himself . Otello 
into his qiilqitic fit — prone. 


With complete barbarity lago crushes 
down his loot onto dw body of Otello 


and to the ttaydim of tfae huge black 
chords of Verdi's mu^c stamps on him, 
grinding his foot into tfae of foe 
Moor. lago throws up his arms and out 
oMnes the full heft of the dadt inky bar^ 
itone voice: “Ecco il Lione" — lago 
shouts, laitgfas, spiiitgs once again 
over the parapet — dovm foe steps 
three at a time, across foe vast length of 
tfae stage into the dungeons beneafo. 
rmtain for Act 111. 

Act IV was really fini^ed in Act IIL 
Otello -has really made his deciaon to 
kill ha. Did be love Desdemoi^ or 
was it just ha sploidid position in the 
Venetian empire in which he needed to 
bask? Desdemona has ha great scene 


of irony in Act IV. Salce, salce, the 
song of die servant Barbara who l<»t 
ha love. Desdemona will make ha 
way wifo odia Oidlos. Why relate to a 
broken-hearted servant who is more or 
less a piece of cake on foe path? When 
Otello arrives to do foe de^ she still 
fi^ts and twists. She mi^t feve lived 
had she softened towards him. tn<i^ 
she whinges and blames fahn- 

Tben comes foe final showdown. Ver- 
di cannot re^ Ife sympathy for Otello, 
so die Moor goes do^ like a destroyed 
cathedral in Verdi's most wonderful 
tenor aria. The rest is merely ^ raOle 
of die bones of foe living. The dead 
have gone dieir way to immortality. 

In sphe of foe monumental scale, foe 
production is no festival frolic. You 
cannot to the sound of die sea or 
plan to refloat the Pharos buried beside 
you at foe Fort It is not a common- 
place listen. No Paris-Mateh take of 
the people involved, but a fast-moving, 
penetrating study of three characters. 

No one eva crossed swords vnth foe 
Venetian cmpiie. If you did you found 
yourself out into the Adriatic 

and disappearing into foe wiiK^ wa^ 
of oblivion. Otello was a hm who 
went too fer. Venice neva allowed 
things to go public. Oligardiy demands 
^ front ^wa^ be maintained. 

The opera itself is ccKnpletely suc- 
cessful. To lay hands upon it, have 
its three protagonists and tfa^ steely 
stiucture to a^ widL Del Monaco 
leaves dw steel where it belongs as 
structure, but manipulates foe surfece fo 
suit his own contemporary needs. The 
three characters are all monsters, and 
Verdi gives them to us in close iqj. 

To prerat Otello as a mainline Cedi 
B De MiUe open is possible, but the 
musical cost is great We don’t need bi- 
Doculars for this work if done in an op- 
era house, but at Qait Bey we do. Also, 
multiple amplification. Overidll sound 
muidm opm even in foe open air, so 
to avoid it this production has been un- 
da-ampUfied. The voices in an un- 
balanced state survive, but foe deep-set 
orchestra does not. So we are deprived 
ofdwsustauung powaofthe late Va- 
dian sound which is used to enrich and 
fosplay the actions on stt^. 

The conductor, Yonssef El-Sisi, 
seemed to be in control of foe big or- 
chestra, but the fluctuations destroyed 
any help it could give to foe production. 
The fourth act saw most any support 
for Desdemona's pathetic end removed. 
Poor Pauletta de Vaughn found heraelf 
doing a solo. The cast managed the 
huge stage area to foe grand manna. 
Lando BartoUim, as OteUo, was young 
and clev-voiced throughout From first 
entrance to last death throw, tfae voice 
was tile conea colour, efibrtle^ in cli- 
max. clear-worded and completely foe 
lynch-pin of fiw evening. It was neva 
strained or wifo foat yelffoig quality 
which earns pity not th^ for foe sing- 
a. Cau^ in foe web lago has sprung 
for him, and without any sense of how 


ically uncomfortable. Best in foe sec- 
ond and thini acts. Her fourth was tak- 
en away from ba through no fault of 
her own. How could she make ba en- 
trances without hearing the orchestra. 

Alain Fondsiy has an lago voice of 
noble proportions. He found no trou- 
bles anywhoe. Physically big, he 
moved IQce a wrestla when action de- 
manded. His powa was hidden unda 
foe easy macho mask. At worst he 
could Ire reptilian when smoothness 
was needed, and all his scenes with 
Otello were a threat Just run for it 
wto faced wifo such a bully using 


foysicality to foe nastiest aids. Cassio 
KloQBSd well in this web. Giancalo 


to ga out he always aroused synqKUfy 
and fads Aa HI calanity was bort ren^ 


and his Act HI calamity was be^ rend- 
ing. Pauletta de Vau^m fbund the sing- 
ing ea^. She has foe correct voice, b^ 
dramatically she was strained and {foys- 


beloQged well in this web. Giancalo 
Ruggieri was foe mnoeem cause of the 
tragedy. Or was he? 

Judith ScUchtanz did not sugg^ fear 
of lago was foe cause of ha silence. 
Ratba she hinted, or more than hinted, 
at stupidity. this refoiced the char- 
acters of any involvement in the mink 
going on around ha. 

Lodovico arrived in the person of 
Reda Et-Wakil, with his voice darkly 
commanding and looking physically 
like a BemiaL El-Waldl at his 

The actual theatre-seating is eoor- 
mous, divided into royal box positiaDS 
with country suburbs fer up in the 
north. Fa singers these spaces must 
presoit {noblems of how to define their 
identity. So technology comes to the 
aid of foe performers, A^lificaiian 
came and went The ii^Uing was ex- 
pressive, but also oee^ rchcaisaL 
Costumes woe straight out of a 1926 
OteUo production. But so one wore 
papa bags or plastic cloaks. The wfaid, 
merciful this night, leant Baroque 
^lendour ti9 cloak and banna. 

Tfae decor — tins was Qait Bey itself, 
or ratfaa Alexandria, the star p erfbnna 
in any show. The Fort itself presented 
its picture in boney-coloured light, fben 
dm^iag into inl^ menace. The qnces 
in which Otello is set were neva 
dead^tage areas, but alive, exuding fai^ 
tory, myfo and tfae awful menace of tite 
w^d of powa and opulence it repre- 
sents. Naples has its Castel Del'ovo, 
Alexandria Bey, to haunt and en- 
chant This Fort was really the Aa of 
tfae show, totally adaptable, elusive, yet 
real as a prison from which all the ebar- 
acters are trying to escape. 

Away out on tfae rocks foe Fort looked 
like 8 lina coming into port, lights 
ablaze, scaila fly nying fee tfae azrival 
of Otello and his p^&tecd Veoetian 
bride. Verdi’s music drama or opera is 
nonfoa one of the unbofy ^>ecies. Old 
TTiiuitp., authentic sound, and adherence 
to foe merely spoioea words, all abhor iL 
llie inational circus fo^ call it 

Here it is. Del Monaco, Ube Visconti 
before him, has foe right poison in his 
veins and the place — Qait Bey — in 
which to display it Evaytfaing works 
in tins production, even tbe boys fer up 
on the terraces working at the endless 
f*ohniftai jobs modeni opera demands. 
They wea Bermuda shorts, jeans, T- 
sfaiits and run about on tfae iron steps 
among tfae bits and pieces not needed in 
the production. One reali^ conspiring 
with Bootba. We, the audience, are 
eves part of it. Space opera is hap- 
pening. 

Horses, humans, smgets and the feel 
of the Alexandrian sea beating on the 
rocks below. Everything is part of tfae 
show of foe false cybonetic life and 
deafo of OteUo. 


THE SPOUT OF DANCE and foeatre 
forives. Alvin AUey’s American Dance 
Ifaeatre returns to Cairo after an absence of 
several years. Uatiifoe29Sq}tenibafoey 
will be performing two programmes in ti>e 
Main l^trf^ifae Opera House. Tofogfat 
and tomorrow evaung and at noon on 
Sunday the programme will include Sweet 
Release, the woiid premiere of which 
opened their current tour here, together 
wifo Night Creature, Cry and Revekoions. 
The serond programme, to be petfinmed in 
today's and on Saturday evaung 

includes ifaree pieces. The River, Rednbow 
‘Round My ^toulder and Suite Otis. 

Alvin Alley's eclectic fusion of modem 
Hanee idiotns wifo African American 
culture and poputer twentiefo centmy 
music has won the American Dance 
Theatre an mtsmadonal reputation for 
innovation and exceUeoce. For full details 
of performances, see Listings. 



EXHIBITIONS 


Ffttfay Afill 


Deborah Doyle 

Sony GaBtif. AUC. B-Studh Khan 
St. Tehiir. Ttl . Daify ae Fri d Sat, 
9aK^12pm & 6pat-9pn. 1-24 Oct 
Photognphs Oder the tide Facet 
TraJMimd Egypt. 


£mv GsSay. i BSatim St 2am- 
atek. Tel 340 6293. Deify lOJOam 
2^ d SimhSpm. 1-26 Oct 


EgypUas Mnwam 
Takrir S^, DiwtianwL Tel 575 4319, 
Dailv etr Fri, Sam-Spm: Fri 9am- 
11.15am A Ipm^^ 


Coptic Mmram 

Mar Girgli. OU Cairo. Tel 362 8766. 
Deify- etc Fri. 9atm4pm; Fri 9am- 
JJtae d IpmSpn. 


btamicMaeaB 

Pen Stie St, Ahmed itaher St Bab 
B-Oudq. Tel 390 99307390 1520. 
Deify’ ae Fri, 9am 4p m: FH 9am- 
IlJOmn d ipaHtpoL 


Mokub ofMetfcni EDptfu Art 
Qpma Haute Grom^ Geara. Tel 
540 W/. Deify ae Moa. lOatmipm 
A5pm-9poL 


Mehaigcd Nagd MBcam 

C hA l eHu Pyrtmuit, 9 Mahmoud AJ- 
OuuMlSt Cca. ' 

A naaeum devoted V ds finitiige of 
Mohened Nigid (I8S8-19W. 


Mi&mosd Mnkbtar MaKan 
Takrir St Caire. Daify ae Sm and 
Mart, 9am-JJt^m. 

A peHMiitf oollecliQD of woris by 
ifae ecnlpar Mihtooud Miikbtv (d. 
1934). 


RLMS 


Gcmunias 

Goahe budlul^ 5 AbJd-Sidm Ar^ 
& Domaerm. Tel 575 9S77. ^m. 
OpBBag of itaB leiioif auive « die 
fSijiiMii filnmaker ReUieid Hinff. 
Sep JO. 

Par Ha^WariteBcr (1977). 1 Oct 
Meuw Im Kepf (1975). 2 OcL 
AD fil»w SB ID G en MD , widi Pjigii«b 
RibliileB. 


HaBnFVni 

UeSaa CuBand Centre, 5 B-Sheikh 
El’Mars(^5tZamalttTel340879l. 


Bray Saniday wx 6pn: ^yptim 
sd IttUoi Qu with KfigU^h sob- 
dik*. 

Bray Sudsy iC ^aa: JtaBiB filns 
widi or widmit Eaglab nditidex 


FnachFOau 

^> 0 ve* Cu/mral Ceauv, Marmbm me- 
na. Mednset B-Hoaouq El- 
PeraufyaStMounka. Td 3^7148. 
L’AnDBB Da Oaibra {I960). Di- 
ttoed by JoD-Peid Melvile, nairiiia 
SaDDDB SigDoiet md JP ComcL 29 
7pm. 

FTenoi Qdaual Cenur. BcOapotia 
euuert 27 StAtiAbuAliBiiSt Ismailia 
Sq. HeUepoBs. Tel4l74824. 
Borsdao (1970). Djtecfed by J De- 
ny. euuius Jeae-FiiJ BcliooDdo 
Akin Ddon. 29 Si^ 7pm. 


Around the 


26Scpt8mba-20ctoba1^- -r.; '■ 


Listings 


Police ^rthen (1975). Dneeted hyA 
Coioeaa stafThig Yve Moataot and Si- 
mODC SigDoretJdSlI^ 7pm. 


3412926. Undl28S^^A.J^, 
m,26A29Stp. 


Qbmi AbBKd Hin di, Alesaoder 
MoioMtov d Mondr KaBWIi 
Catnv a/Aro. Akhenaroa 4 B, Gtu- 
age end Ak3uuaaa 1 retpeotwly. / B- 
Moakad £7-fiiiiun' St Zamrkk. Td 
340 8211. Daify esc Frt lOam- 
IJIfym d qpm-Itfym. l/ntilJPSep. 


Spanhb Elms . 

Ceiveiita Invade fir Spanish 
tare. 20 Adh- St. Kodak Passage. Td 

360 1746 26Sa. 7.3^ ^ 

E»FdraiaF^(l951). Directed by 
Barden Y Berian^ 


EdeedkBud ' ' 

French Odturwl Cemtre, Mouu ku 4m 
net MaAeiet SUhwauB £lFle6i^fif' 
A. Umaara. Td 354 7679. 26 & . 


ha peribnned ty R 


SaDyHampsoa 

Brdah CouatA 192 BSH St Agou- 
so. Td20I0319. UatBSOSep. 

Under tbe tide Kim Lake tn Egypt 


JspaaeseVBna 

JiSamse Odtmrd Centre. 106 Qasr 
EfAMB. Carden Oiy. l9Sep.6^ 

Sonner Festival In Tbogira ( 1994). 


Aswv (baa). A ibidan ^n) md L 
Tboomm (annas). 


World freet Pinto 199d 
Opera Baeae G^ay. (fyaa House 
wmds. Gara. Td 342 0601. Daify 
I0am-l.3t^ d 4J^tn-8.30pm. Un- 
dl30^ 


Flrewo^ la Juu (1986). 

Both fibiK are 35-minute Arabic va- 


ffMiK nniUr thiit WOCfc'S **Fe4iivalf" 
dKBK. 


Groop F.ThfM tfam 

XSm f7 Saij/irniVr GeBlay. 18 B- 
hiataour Mahomed st ZomileX Td 
340 3349. Deify ac Sun, iOJOme- 
fym 6 SJOpm-Spm. UiuUSOS^ 
PaindD^ nnlpnnes and t^**!*^-* nn- 
6eTibe6daAlaandria96. 


liwHan FDBS 

MauleuM Abut Kahm Asad Ceatn 
fyr ItuBoH Cstett; 27 Tatoet Barb A 
Downtown. Td 392 5162. 
lire (Documentuy). i^m. 

Cone To Ksshnir (Documentny). 
26 Sep. 4pm. 


Chamber Onbentnl j 

SmaBBaB, Opaa House. Geara. Td ' 
341 2926 26AP.9^ 

Ra A w ni ng Mcairs flaaBrt b ii in 
flat mi^ K 99, CoDceno'ftr toaBd'. 
and onAoaa in A-aqarK'219, I 

pboqy hi A-mnor E 201, andi nwoor'i 
aadoaadDBnrwQl^BngSdraedec. ': ji 


Arabic Made Easrabk 
OwafciaiiB Theme. Gamhaufya A 
Abdbt Td3420589.26S^9pmf \- ■■ 
CbndDGtedbySitihtSobul'. - 


CdruBerBu Gdterj, 17 YoussefB- 
Gutsdi A Bab Et-Louk. Td 393 1764. 
Daily ae Sui. l^pat^aa- Ikitil 5 
Oct 

P a i i itii y under tfae tide fFonhere and 
Faesorm. 


Cammevialdneuus change thdr/uth 

mauanes evay Monday. The m- 
prmiAed is dvOU^ 16 
Sta^aft^tMeh it if wife M cheek 
wiA the cinemas. 


CunAearfrw Theme, ae ekese^'i? 
Sep,^H. 

by Kfeftit nipjBo 

diciedbyMan^MngnL ' 


Regards Cntods (Pantingsl 
Sold sepid, Bu^fiedtt. Td 442 266 
Until 7 Oct 

Works by Sawsan Mahmoud, LQ Vei^ 
^leet and Henna Rqu. 


NazwB (Tbe Flii^ 

u. 12 Baadeddn A Dawn- 
town. Td 779 537. Ddfy lOm. 1pm. 
Spot dpvx d 9pm. KieeBO, A 
DawnlawiL Td 575 5053. Daify 1pm. 
SJOpm, 6.3Qpm d OJOpm. Baa^. 


The Meledki EaiiiahU 
Gwa h oaij ae Thrsenr. as ohove 26 
Sep, Ofsn. 


OboeudlYui^Redtf- - 
Small BaB, Cfymv Atoet-as ohoae; 


29Sqf,9pm. 

'Ihra Maibnn and Mndgi ElDo^aiafi 

ptirftwm. * • 


THEATRE 


Ann* Heiba 

Gdtmy, I QSta^dn A 
Dowtaowtt Td iOJ 1699. Dally esc 
Fri. I0am-2pm d ^m-9pat Umil 10 
Oct 

Pandngs die Missing 

Dates. 


8356 Daify lOmn. Ipat Aat dnn d 
9^ MCM, Maadi Grand Mau. Kd- 
leyat B-Sasr Sq, Mood. Td 352 
3066 Deify’ lOam. Ipat 3pm. d 

^ El-Hamja I. B-Harr^ MaO. 
, Hdiapotts. Daify Ipnt Spat 


fimt d 9pm. Jtsaais BOten B, Car- 
tudm BtSU A Td 574 7436 
1630am. UOpm. 330put 63!fyat d 
9.3(fym. Ceire Sheroeit B-Gdae A 
Gbo. Td 360 6081. Daify lOJOam. 
1.30fm 3.3qpat 63(fyan, 9.30ina d 
miJiught 

The Egypm venion of Fttal Anrao- 
Doo. sarring Afaned Zald, Yaussn 
and Sherine Re^ 


Egypt in tbe 1880s: Phot o graphs by 
Jan Ssmaa Insiger 
fiethertanA Stadmte fir Ar- 
dtuedagy aad ArdAe Srstdes. 1 /V 
Mahmoud .4aat A Tmadek Td 340 
0076. Oadv oeSaiB Sutt 9am-2pm. 
L'natlOda. 


storiaorisaa 

Ofliaiium Opera Haase Crauads, 
Getbe. Id 3466861. UaMAeikdif 
deamAi^ 

PerfinnedlvEl-Wadiitna^. . 


BaOo (Faiftre) .1 

UudumNmThemei TauasdJiba ' 
AMoAetIk».ld4a2 0^D^ \ 
Hfym. 

rimi I m BLOaMtii addietibd \ 

by Swr Bl-AsAwri. 


.viarinetti. LombnnO d Depov 
Cade efAim. Akhnaten 2.3 6 5. I 
El-MasMcf El-Swissn A Zamaldt 
Pel 340 82il. Daify ac Frt. JOam- 
IMfyn d t^-lOpm. Until 15 Oct 
LwiCT the odes Homage to Meiuien' 
and tfae Funaistie Mmmaa. 1 Hear 
nes! / She sad Tattle .Masaia, re- 

tpeedvely. 


El-Zanuui WaJ-KHab (The Age of 
Do9) 

Lide, 23 Emadeddbt A Dawruomt 
Td 934 284. Deify lOuit Ipet 
l^d 9pm. 


^mbnllla FH Mdute (ttaUbdoo a 
tbeSatitm) 

Flaaring Theme, 7d5649516pe6y 
ncTha. Ufymt 


l^niyal (Austinirioa) 

Diana Pahee, 17 B-AJfi A Bn- 
•wUMim Downtown. Tel 924 727. Dai- 
fy 10am. Ipet Spat 8t l^m. Pa- 
« Bamanut Meaiat Et-Roda. Td 
364 9767. Daily lOan. 3pm. 6pm d 
9/00. 


EI-Ganrfr(TheC3iagi) 

Iheetre, Qpsr EkMtd. Td ■ 
3552484.0^ 9pm. 


Mon’ BHO* TuL. Ya Bfaisr 

(OoodEranng^rptpA^m} 
MelmnedFaidThame, EmedaMh. 
Td7706lia.Dt^escTata,936ptiL 


Naacr'56 

Nemaadp, 31 £?-^<brani A Td 250 
0254. Deify 1Z36 3.3tfym. 6J0pm d 


El-Zain (The Leader) 

Bt-Banm Theme, Pjrmnlds Mood,. 
(3^ Td 586 595Z Ddfy ae Tims, 
9.30pm. . . _ . 

S miiug Adfel haaBi. 


CrospShow 

Ma hebiya GeBdy, 8 OmspoBioa 
A Dawmaws. Td 578 4494. Ddfy 
etc Fri, lOauApuL 

Show fiahaiag (he hnaks of arte, 
who have exhibiied a die pDety over' 
die paa ss yeas. 


The Mnau of Mr and Mrs Mo- 
haned hlabaaond 

1 KMmr B-Aklatud A DokkL Td 
556 2376 DdfyexcMea. lOmbpaL 
Egypt's laigea colleciioD of aiao- 
tBcndi Lciuiay feupeBD en, aiiiiaed 
by die Ian Mahmond KbaEL 



Panina Ya Shutna (Widi Yov Per- 
mtMMD,MHten) 

B-Pmm Theme, Aaatta A W~57S 
2444. Daify lOgat Sat SJOpoL 
Witb Ahmed Bedetr and iteeeied te. 
El-SlaikiwL 


Kn'b*AiB(Hi^Iled^ 

BaA Theime, 24 Tdaat Bob A' 
Dawutawtt Tkf 575 656Z Da^y exe 
Tae8,8J0pafWedAThar.nfyet 
Sma^ fhwTl FAn^nad YotBiB. 


hSaanAwnlca 

Qpsr FbTlS Theatre. Qasr El-Ha St 
TdS75076LD^ l^Maa^ 
Dbeeied by, and i t a iri ng. ' Monned 
Sdtda. - ' 


BahM Fi faiai^d m«Uori^ te h- 
taabol) 

Baauda BBtea Theme, EZGaha A 
Td574 7455. DaifyescMoa, lOym. 
Wnfa Sniir fihimim imtl Plhni 
huK. 


» ■■■■ ■ , ■! V«_ 

B-Gafya Theatre, AbddAds dk 
Seoud, MatdaL Td 364 4166 Ddfy 
Hfyes.FriASiat8J0peL 


Regarfe Croisfe ^aintiiigs) 


Q4teoBa Wd-WchnUs (Itae Beend- 
fhlaBdtheUgly) 

ghnirfe* Then^ 13 Skagmd.Et- 
Dorr A Zma^ Td 341 0666 Daify 
exe Wed, lOpat 


9.31fyat’ 7hw d Set mdUgkl show. 
Ceessatl, l2EumdeddnADaw»- 
mm. Td 779 537. Ddfy lOaat Ipm, 
3pet6pm69pm.BlsQBL26Afyfy 
A Dawmawn. Td575 5051 D^ 
Ipm, XSOpat 6J0pm. Spm d lOpat 
SpUax. SpUkcrSq, Makandessut Td 
3464017. Ddfy ^ 

Screenii^ of Naoer '56 [dwiard to eo- 
metde widi dm (bniedi amivtssBy of 
die of the Suez r*»^i 

Ya Donla Ya Gharaini 

TAa n. Host Cby. Td 262 9407. Dei- 
fy 1630am. SJOpat 65(fym d 
OJIfyat 


YalmaTannimiiB(TTfnrTlirhO 
Bdnm Et-Testd Theatre A k smidria . 
7d5979960 


LECTURES 


Aa Ventnra: When Nahete Cnlb 
TAa/.NesrCIfy. Td 262 9407. Ddfy 
i630eut S.SOput 6J0im d 9J0pm. 
Tdrrk. ItZ Takrir A DoUL Td535 
5726 Ddfy fyut 6pm d ^m: Thar d 
Sta midni^ shew. Bade, 24 TaUad 
Herb A, Dawamm. Td 575 6562. 
Daify lOam. ipm. 3pm, 6pm d 9pat 


My GhndMfaa Aba Sbanab . 
NeBmkttdbuiamiefieAtdamdagy 
mtd AidMc Aadn, I Dr iUmaad 
Axtd A TamaMe Td 340 0076 26 
SBr.SJ(^ 

Ledan by tbe g ran daim of in H Ah 
siger, J H O iiaager, a n iiilioiluiilhiB ' 
8 > die exhibitioa etttided ielbe | 
/SAte Pbotogiqifas by JhnSnMB b- : 


whidi will be shewing a iBehatiMp. 
fyeoExhOUend. 


Cop d flve bF'_'iuKlmt' 


Critical Decision 

Et-Sdam. 65 Abdd-Hemid Badawi A 
Hdiopobs. Td 295 1072. Ddfy 
3.3(fym. 630pm d 9.3(fym; Thara add- 
night show. Karim t, 15 EmadeiUnA 
Downtown. Td 924 830. Daify lOaat 
ipm. Spm, 6pm d 9pm. 


AiliM CeaaeB. /92 £MKA4gona 
Id 301 flgyg. Joigt 7pm. ■' 


Lectnn by Dr Dora Jcflbm fidd 
recttxofmeEgypcEafocauBSodety 


O^WditlOB ID Mffliptlfj 
^nXDlogy, Uidraa^ 

Am 


Beat 

Earim If. 15 Emadeddin A Datm- 
tawH. Td 924 836 Ddfy lOam, Ipat 
Spm. 6pm t 9pm. 

Aa eaplosivB ttod-tte beewea Rob- 
ot Dentfo and A1 Paciao. 


Twister 

Metre, 35 Tdaet Herb A Downtuvm. 
Td 393 3897. Ddfy lOam. Ipm. 3pm. 
dpi d Ana. Et-Berreye 17. 
Hotreya Mo/4 Ba^, Hdtopdis, Ddfy 
1pm, 3prtt t^pm, d 9pm Kmasis fiStm 
/, Canudfte Ei-NU A Td 574 7436 
Deify iOJOam. 1.30pm, 3.3lfyat 
6^ 6 9.30pm. 


Choreha of (Md Pemgala (Ibe'.Sw 
daiO . . 

PeBsk Ceabe M MedBrnmeek Ax^ 
dteealmf, 11 EMAddBa A' ~Bk 
liepeBi. Td 66627610a, 6paty- 
Lnmm tw Fia WlodzansB (SodleW; 
ski, cu-> a iButBr at ' die PoiU" 'As- 
chaeolo^cil faGsBOO tp~die Old Defr 
apli ant Itniier dnemr- (be 
rationti Uuara in Winsnr, 


MUSIC 


Alley Amerku Danee Theatre 
Mdm BaB, Odov House, Gedra. Td 


CwviBodiy 

iitfym^Kashmr 


CARICATURES fea- I 

hire at foe Centre for Sv- 

Arts, Zamalek. The f s^-'^ * 

exhibitioQ includes ■ ' 

drawings by tfae four 

pioneers whose tinnw^ 

became associated 

wifo AJchbar Al-7om, 

(^umhovria and Al- 

Meneim Reda, Zohdi 

El-Adawi, Abdel- Zofadi El-Adawi 

SamJe Abdallali ud 

Salah Jahin respectively — - and by 26 con- 
temporary caricaturists inchiHing Mwatafia 
Hussein and Adel Kamal, The common 
thread tying the two generations is an un- 
reien^g satiric impulse which, in some cases, 
as with Reda and El-Adawi, landed die artists 
m jail. 

The AteBer hosts worics by four artists: pencil 


r \ . 

'r . 


AD eoDBctat tfaneofigih 

Ing to pan. Bowera; k ibninibi.wae 
to check with vnons fiisi; damsm. . 
g mwmma , dltB and tinUS. aR.-U^BCt 
toehangBitvayAactnotiGe. . . 
Pleane telqAone aeead hifcigialion to . 
Liamgi, Al-Ahrem- W*dfy, GdaM .A 
GauAW 5786064. ' 

Faxsmaonsa. . <. 


fonwings by Mohamed 
Khater fflustnfrg.tfae. 
•>^ virtues of 

abstract 'expeesr' 
sionist paintings by Mab-. 

V "V All Mahmood, ool 
i"" V fay Assent Ab- 

detFattali that; laye as 
^8j^Rra|.'.£' .1 foeir siddect mirfta foe 

traditioDal quarteawfaiGb: 
feature in Mafafbuz'soov- 

L '• els and 20 dnnriags» Tb- 

ductioffaist in st^ by El* 
Hnssefla EUSherit 

On show at die Meridien Hotd are a selOcf - 
turn of wodts that had feat ur ed in dio 
vision p ro gr amme Atelia. Thoi^ ihew in-~ 
elude worics by ova 20 artists, most of diem, 
wifo die excqition of ifaose fay Omar JEI- 
Nagdi, belong to wbax may loos^ be ten^ 
die **realist” schooL 

Reviewed by Nagwm B4sftri[ 
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The compassionate rebel 


Ferial J Ghazoul commemorates Latifa Al- 
Zayyat whose life and work, formed not just an ex- 
ample put a "touchstone of cultural life" 


ptife AlrZaj^ (Asigost 8, 1923-SqitEnte 199Q be- 

Kxiged to a lazc -bleed of -isteUectiials; pri^ K* ip l*¥t widioiit 
do gm a ti s m inliniate widwot acptnneptaBty, radiattog prese- 
nce wiffiM ego : — 'and becanse ^ Hnd ofjn. 

toilecfaial is.beoQiinfng.eaEtinct in tbe cultural -accpc tiDd^* 
vberesoibistiy and profiteering are quoddian&re, the loss 
of Lad& Al-Z^yatis doiibfy^^dnfiiL 
Sdtofar, oitic, activist, ai^ above all an artist, tiie amg. 
gteduirtil her laid days in wfaatpciliti^pt Min ariiaenffwiM 
call "lost canse^: national imegrity^ flie w rffiw p poor, 

human riahtSL fieedran ^eatpimaion^ to nn muil -. 

jsatkni wito tito ZiomsPslate and jgectiott of all ' fbiitts of 
inqierialist h^anoeqr. Her last act 'was i n vter to if<»n - 

in bo^itaLi^^g^oo her adt die faeve rt h dess ngaed a 

Statemmt Cfmriefwnrng the Teeen» hawnwig wf nAaiirf gaiiTe 
bodts in his own country, by the Palestinian National Au- 
Aorily. Bsquess^ ber sdUdarily with Said and' her in- 
dignation-at censoctii^, Al-Zayyat raised a closed'firt and 
s eut " 'Map/- the Jtesistonce livef .A was probabb^ tiie hist 
seute^ she vdeed beibre her transfo to tile inteosiw care' 
unh. I 

Ftibr yeas eartiet; Latife Al-Zt^yat was eqmdty involved 
■ in a po[Kilar revolt- gainst tile occupying BrititiL b 1946 
sbe was. elected secretary^ener^ ra the National Cora* ' 
mhtee ibr Studdtis.aod Wnker^ and was Jmown as a. 
young leader who. was able to move tiionsmds of stodeaits 
at Cairo Univec^ wifii her political speeches. Forbalf a 
ceofniy, Lati&' AitZegryat the xevolutkM^Biy 
alive, though there woe yeais ateb her ladkafism was 1^ 
tent, unable to be articulated. 

in ber fimeral (usually a men's a£ba) at the Mafc- 
. lam Mosm wcoieo flocked — soinetak^tbetramfinm- 
Asshit and/JexaDthia- in a flisb to bid her fiuewell and ren- 
der her due boniage. E^yp^ women ^y^ab 
fioffltiNhfe8ibreqandtiteMagbrd>eame;tii6teonier'gep- 
erationandofliefimtiifflreaty-twenties-ftnd j 1| tiieagies in . 
between jomed in tite gde£ What niakes Lteifii A^Zayyat 
so idevam to wdmen of aO ages? Afler all, she was sw- 
eflacing, never- sou^ to promote and was 'intep- 

ftfited in Katening Tawrni i m Tnnm> tn g Hrng 

Her I^eodaiy atliactko stems pfteisely 4om her refusal 
to become a legend OT a tear. She never claimed to be*a su- 
perwoman, and she ttfmnned efi&nls to depict her as ex- 
tiaonimaiy. In ftc^ tire alwsgts reminded you rtilier viAier- 
abflity and timidib'- She understood profoundly the vanity 
of success md was perfectiy satfadBed wito Anttweing her> . 
selfto noble caises that seemed to otiieia no more tiian ex- . 
erdsesrafiitility.- 

Althot^Lsaft Al-Zayyat seeaned to os a largeij-to an-Bfe 
figure, a& we titought as mentor ajd idHBOdd, idle 

remained one of os and we co^ identity her. like a 

classical hero, she was above tiie uverag|B aul 'yte ^ ' 

had ber Aontotte, Iter ctims of judgement^ vducii she d^ 
umehted with movh^ candor m her autobiMtndiy. But un- 
like clasacal heroes '< 1 ^ seem to be propeDM by fide^ tel- 
able to recogoite titeir inner oonstiiutian, Li^ AkZiyyte 
masteredtiteanpflCKddqgwifimilterstefteidwiflimha.so- 
dety. Her passion tor Intel led l^tb fity hoe fate nuiamost 
psydxric^ical and ideologic mechsmsuis ^ sometiiiiig 
uqiBEanded in sdfieflcadve Anto dispo ui sR, Her oon^Bs- 
sioii for odiefs made her opt not tor tiie eoratorts of hs 
privileged class, but fv a reletriess stipggle on bdiatfdf 
the wrrtched even tiio^ her bpoMctioite s^ her to 
twioK cnce m ho- tweznies uadte £uig Facoulc and agnn in 
hw'lrfltM ** ‘V!"* 

Professor of Fni^utoT itgatnie te Ato Shams Ur U y^ w i iy , 
Chav of ttte Cntiosm and Ijtectenre Utet at tiie Iss^^ 
Draniatic Arts, a member of tnunexims cuhtete oatemittees, 
researdi mstitutes and wuuiui'a aod mtematinnid wiileu'. 
assocudons, luteto Al-Zayytt wus a toitehstaiK m cokutal 
life in Egypt who wifl to tiurop^tey nnssed Hte pub: 
fidung record as a oitie and tiieosetic^ .eor '• 

conguBse s New Qitidsm, Fermnist Ctfaidsm ud Marxist 
Qiticism. Site devoted « vrtiote bock to tiie wntinga of Na- 
guib Mahtom^ and she ai^ysed wr^s coyerii% tbe tiuee . 

^e^wrtee^^ Ymissef Idris, Abdd- 

pflttfnan ElrSi^^wi, Sooalla &lwa Bakr, Na- 

guib Senour, Itiw Osi^ Mound Al-Bar^ioati, Mo- 
hamed B-Boroatir Mahmoud Diyab, M3d«lRoonim and 
Alfied Fatag.'Sfae devoted moor^rqtos in PngKA to Ford 
Madox Ford, Ernest Hemii^way, T S Eliq^ D H Lawieoce 
. and T E Hnl^ Her PhD &seitBti(to on fiteraiy tzaoslatkm 
in ^ypt 1 882-1 925 attests to her ioteaest in ctthme. Latito 
Ai-Zajyat^ creatKity tw of a 'vety diteinetive khid. Sbe 
wrote (xdy vriten die bad so m eti uo g to and not out 
pibfeasiaiial in^it^ to be read. And once dte nrodticed a 
work— no matter bow praiseworthy — diededinedtoi^ 
peat the same succemfiu tonnula. 9» alw^ tried to sur- 
pass herself 'to innovate in teebmqnes and to attone her 
wbfk to new sitnatioBS. Each text of her.sixcretetve w^s 
VT u p pMs its readers with a new twist and a diffei'ent atiat- 
There were long periods ntoen she £d notptedidi, and 
yet rite wrote and cteioetved woris during SDcfa tin^ Sbe 

' would never allow a work of hers to see die pidiiic h^it un- 
til die was complete steisfied witfa ^ was not prolific 

as a neomeur, but was a perfectiomst. Wtate dte cared 
about was tiie qualityi not tiie quantity; tiie creative hredc- 
tfarou^is, not & cnninlative reecud. Her readea fitit c^ 
new woA was not goinE to be a reworking 

iw«/i ^ehiiAhig ofeariiermoti6,flx>u^'we_anit ;Dewt to ^ 
had if t/ntiant coocertis which surfeced in ££fetete odn- 
figmatioBS in hv cotpn& One senses tint die 'wxete when 


tiie creative drives wdled in 
her and had to flow ouL She 
was nota woman to sit te her 
dedr in order to concoet a 
book, nor would she be con- 
tent witii the sjiositSDeous 
overflow of {for 

m*imaf«> frith tbC 

' roots of human, issoes, her 
nu^ upri^naeas,. her sen- 
suous jnclinatinn* - anri faff 
pasdon tortile just add beau-- 

rifal g miaiti p pil th*st 

' wdik mb^udbored would be 
a Bteraiy eveoL 
. In her mofftum cp%a^ Al- 
Bab AJ-Mqftuh (The Open 
DoorX. 1960, lepitoied 1989, 

. a m^estic'narrative slruciure 
hriiigs togetiier tiw story cf a. 
youQg middie-ciass giri^ 

'Uuniiiig of ^ge agtenst toe 
badrtoop of tiie moaanteotal 
evetes that shook 
.^yiK-in the 1940s and ^ 

1950s. Latife i^Zegtyat 
'weaves tiie BVdun^rmuot, 
the novel of torm^oiv with 
toe pteitieal events so ar- 
tistknlly tiiat it cm. be. oom- 
ptued to.Oustave Ffaiiberfs 
L'E dncaB onsen ti maUaie. In 
oontEast to FlmbcrC, how- 
ever, her novel portr^ how 
one ovocomes tite pitotils. of 
a 2od 

gains mat u re and- pro- 
gressive oonsdoDSness. To 
my mind ti^ abvd is a 
miodeni Ardiic classic fo- 
' curing CD tite hnegectual 
and emotional growtii of a 
woman protagoaiat ' That 
tiiis Dovri has noC 
part of the Arabic literaiy 
canon attests to tbe short- 
sightedness of academic io- 
sthteioos, and tite feet that it 
has not been translated to 
Engtiah (or Ireoch) reflects 
tite politics of transbtion. 

Iteito Al-^yyafs Al- 
SutylAiAha (Old 

. Age)*1986, timi^ jnesented 
as a coOectioD of short sto- 
lies, reads as a aeries of Jn- 
ldlig)etety constructed fiag- 
metes in a novehstic work. 

The htoyiiutoicri coder, the 
postmcidBm iteertwhuDg and 
tiie loose unity leave tiie bur- 
den of dnicturii^ tiie ntoole 
ontiieicadff. Tlusisaiaotiier 
indicatian of tiie author's 
hvarrity to intooringberb^- 
emony. The nuddle-aged 
raotegomst — witii her cSs- 
fl lu rira im ents, wredced .Ufe 
and yet still poa aessiTig giiimneis of hope — reflect a le- 
alisdc portrrit of a wcanan and the conqriexity of namtioa 
in tiie 1980s. Uke James Joyces DubUaers, it is wnttea to 
dqnct scnipulonsly tiie state of miDd of the protagonists, 
and ityextenaonte mood ofadty and a period. 

• hi her antobiogrqihy, Hamka Awraq SiaHvAyya 
\991{'OieSeank:Per9onalP<mers. 1996), now availt^ 
in Ei^Bsh, French, Geanan and Itaiian trerudatioiis, Latito 
Al-Ztyyte c on ceot r ates qo episixlBS in her lift that start 
with ha chOdbood and end with her imprisoanKnt — 
akn^witii h un d re ds of Egypfs mteUigeoteia — in tiie toll 
of 1981. Tbe tide of tiie antobiogrqifay is drawn fitim the 
mcadete of tiie security seaidi tor post^ papers (rf the in- 
mates. Latito Al-Zayyat portrays herself at tiie end of ber 
autotnogn^cal account as wounded but not broken, still 
esnying wititin her tite fervor of toe dnld witii vriiom tiie 
nanative opens. Sbe ^lores her relatioo to ber first hus- 
banci, a political activist, and more extensively her relaticm 
to ber second husband, a prqtosste of English liteiature and 
a critic who seemed ^ an ti thesis to everytomg Latito AI- 
Zayyat stood tor. Her eventual break wito him is presented 
wxtoout self^ty and wito a libaatis^ awareneas tint tins 
itoase in her life was a tempocaiy digr^oa 
to her subseqnent wodcB, whetoer ber play. Ary' w 0 -«Ava 
(Biiying and SeUing), 1994^ or her novella, AiAth al-bqyt 
(The Owner of tiie HouseX 1S1S14, Latito Al-Zayyai forv- 
groimds'feoiale senalnlity in a Tltiid World context Torn 
beriveen die tr tq ip ia gs of an ii rooeed image of a femmist 
ideal and tiie de w tor sdf'tolfinroeDt and the attainment 
of peRosifaood, the woman remrins at conflict^ cross- 
road When dependency is Notified as femauDe and a 
mind of coeb own is seen as counteF-femimne, the wonan 
has to sarrifice eitoer ber wocmuibood or peiaciiibood Lat- 
i& Al-Zayyat dq»ci3, wito ber brilliant liteniy strokes, tins 
dikinma ^ tiie wa v e r in g her protagoinsts undergo. Tbe 



legitimate claims act like "a pair of pincers'*, to borrow 
the expression of Simooe Weil, azxi tbe only way out of 
tiie coiitradictioD — as toe wotIb suggest — is not to re- 
press one at the oqiense of the other, but to ^ beyond. 
Liberttoon cannot be individoal; or latiier, individual lib- 
eration requires cansnunal, Ubention. False ideals of ga- 
der axe prodoced 1^ tolse cotucioosness which in ils^ is 
the epipfaerximenoa of sodo-eccmoixiic organisation based 
<to GootioU xiaaiipulatioii arid exploitation. 

Latito AJ-Zayyat in her tr^ie discourse, creative, crit- 
ical and politic^ sou^ to broi tbe maimed human con- 
dition surrounding ber. Sbe wanted men aixl women to 
live abundantly, to toeak the boundaries separating at- 
mniaed mdi^tonds, to create commuaiuts, a jcyfiil merg- 
ing in a collectivity. However, the current sbe swam 
a^tinst was at times too powerful. Sinqile innocent cit- 
izens continued to be grourxi down and victimised Sbe 
had tiie lucidity to see toe debasement and tbe wOI to 
coi^ont it to Iter last worit a collection of short stories, 
sbe uses irony and magic realism to d^ict tbe borror 
show tiiat everyday life has become for the average cK- 
toen. In carcerated for no reason that be can disced tbe 
protagonist in Al-Baful allodhi 'arija tuhmaiafiu (The 
Man who Knew bis Charge), 1995, searches his mind to 
see what be could have said or done that brought upon 
him detentkm. In this Kaikesque exercise, tbe agonies 
and humiliations of an ordinary citizen are presented. 
Tbe surrealistic aga of the charecter atirizes bu- 
reaucratic and de^ioac regimes. The satiriation makes 
us laugh, thus bTreratiDg os fiom tbe fear of power. 
Laughter, here, becomes a we^n of resistaocc. 

May tiie mem o ry of this remarkride woman remain aHvel 

The Ttriier is professor of amparative lUerarure at the 
Americim XJniversify' 'm Cairo 


Extracts from Latifa At-Zayyafs 
Hamlat TaAish: Awaq ShaMtsiyya 
(The Search; Personal Papers). 

C^iro: DarAI-Hiial, 1992 

When s toe age of seven I weal up to that room on 
tiie roof I saw for the first time in life a student at 
tiie faculty of arts and a «ticringiiigiM»ri q. 
Hamsfaari. It was a unique experience, and h ivl a fi- 
nal^ to it Per h^ what later rendered the ex- 
penence inaccessible to ote was my I as s of in- 
noTODce dro to the exposure to evil, b(^ directly and 
indirectly. The experience, petfa aps unattainable in 
reality, was mibrnied by my indeAdigable derire for 
the ab ^ute , for tbe abrolutes of beauty, of truth aod 
of the gex^ (but is it tor tiie absiriute tto 1 yearn or is 
my yearamg tin* a retuin to the womb — the absolute 
being tiie twin of death?). 

Fra hours on end, restless and Inc^nble of 
for long in one positirai as I am, I would sit cross- 
legged and squarc-amied like a statue cf Budd^ 
watching that handsome 20-year-old poet as one 
would watch the sun with eyes blinded most of tiie 
time by the radiaiic light 

He would be rictir^ loc% ouistretdied, in Ins 
q>ricot*colotired chair in tbe roan or on his straw 
chair under the jasmine trellis on the rooC wearily 
his light grey trousers and navy Uue Mawa- wito gold 
buttons, reading a book, jottir^ down words in fais 

ftrpyhnnifnriftetm thfttighr 
IT did not matter to me in the least whether he 
spoke to me or not, noticed my presence or oot_ 
What I was coDtezD^ating was not a beautifiil rnm 
DOf even a beautiful pexson. I was cantem|>Iating 
beauty in its absolute, perfection in its absolute. In a 
Mniqpe moment, when thg 

in the loss of myself, in my extinction, ixq' i at- 

tained oneness with beauty in the absotu^ wito per- 
fectioQ in the absolute, and broke ftee of tbe Aaeifiea 
of the botty and the relativity of time aixl place. 

That was an experience never acces^Ie to me 
wito any oAer person, thoqrit 1 reriise now tiist in all 
my life I have been seeking to fulfil h. Tbe great 
love, to u^ eonesponded to the desire to achieve 
oneness with an abrohxte. It cooeqionded to toe fer- 
vBDt yeemn^ to be lost m the otoer, to exist tfacough 
the otoer, to lose tte sel^ the identity of the sd^ aro 
to break fiee from the body *nfaimm£ flte seU^ in 
oneness with tiie otoer.. My quest fer toqiosing per- 

mwiMV y O B Iwwwim rlwntrtw ig^ ty 

was a quest fra imporing fbe m a 

world govented by relativity. 

I reaBse now tto throughout my life I have sought 
tbe absolute, and that the absolute is the twin of 
death. Fra Ihm is neitiierpeqtetuitynra permanence 
in a world dteracterised by constant change. I realise 
now that my love was a loss of oneself in toe otiter, 
aod tiiat my crime is unforgrvriile because I willed 
that: No crime can be greater »h»n that of burying 
oneself alive. My bands are besmeared with my own 
blood. 

I attained union with the absohiie in two difierent 
periods of my life and in two places as tofierent firan 
each otoer as day and night, as beauty and ugfinKas- 
In St Mark’s Square in Vendee at sunset I attuned 
oneness with beauty, and in the darimes of the wcD 
in our old house I became one witfadeatfa. 

* * * 

At tite of tbe women’s imson in Qanater tiieie are 

two ancient trees, »ch more than a hundred years old 
A titird tree stands in the centre of tbe inner courtyard 
of tbe prisoa Had it not been that I waited long at tbe 
gate of die prison I would not have noticed & two 
outer trees. As for tbe bee that stands in toe centre of 
our jrisocb it cannot esoqie tbe eye of any inniate. 
even if site itever gets the opportunity to draw near it, 
even if iron bars separate her fiom the tree. Peitoqis 
because in prison ^ watch the bee fiom afer, 
yood iron bars, you suddenly realise why this par- 
ticular tree and not any otoer ^ipealed so to the imag- 
ination of the pasxter Afiatoun who, in bra five 

yem of detention at tite Qanaier Prisoi, produ^ out 
ofit16pBiiiting8.Tbe d i ^ai i ce andlfaebars f e u i fti r ce 
yourconseiousDessofits persistent beckanxng. 

Tbe roots ofthe tree in our prison extend every d^ 
into the depths of the earth, encroaching every day 
into more earth. Tbe tree of our prisoD rises abtwe aO 
wails. Having watched the trro fiom bdioxl tite bars 
for two motohs, 1 know today that its roots have 
reached to tiie point where I sla^ to utoere I sleep in 
the ward, win^ before the detention order boined 
women beggars. Tbe roots of the tree in our prison 
strike deqi. Tbe earth narrows diem out, rejects 
toem. The roots of tbe tree coil on the fice of the 
ground, muh^i^mig, njuvenaiing and twisiii^ex- 
hilarated by the suifece. They cut into the eartl^ new 
roots merging with old, penetrating deeper into the 
earfli wbeoevra rgected by the eartiL 
On a moonlh nii^ as I watched die tree fiom be- 
bnid a gate of dose iron rriliogs, listeomg sttantivety, 

I could have sworn that I was bearing from afiff t& 
flow of sap from roots to branches to red flowers, 
liioii^ 1 was not sure if what I beard was die flow of 
sqi intiietxTOra the flow of blood mn^ veins. The 
instant shook me and the beating of my heart rose 
above all other sounds. 

Tfsns/atedbyHaia ffalim 


It was a real feast (or toe 
eyes to watdi tbe Alvin Al- 
ley’s American dance theatre 
at tbe Opera House tbe other 
day. There is no doubt that 
the 9 eat faaD was tbe right 
place for such a siqieri) per- 
formance, equal to any clas- 
sical ra modecn dance 
troupes I have scol 

The troupe was founded by 

Ail^ in 1958 with the intent 
of oqxr esa iig the black cul- 
tural iraditioxL Watdiing tbe 
performance, my thoughts 
could not but turn back to 
1956 utoea I attended a con- 
gress in Paris about what 
was called — in those pre- 
political correemess tiroes 
(and, incidemafly, wtoat is 
tiie coiRct term these days) 
— 'Negro Culture”. It was a 
great oecasioa Indeed, such 
was the success of die event 
that it was followed later by 
toe Second Congress in 
Rome. Both congresses at- 
tempted to formukte defini- 
tions of udiat constitutes 
black culture. Tliey came (g> 
wito a numbra hs conclu- 
sions that helped sh^ the 
fiiture of that culture. 

P artici p an ts in the two con- 
gresses came fiom Africa, 
North America, Latin Amer- 
ica as well as ^ West In- 
dies— their badigrounds re- 
flecting the richness and 
(fivrasity of the culture we 
were to discuss. I still re- 
member the I^-note ad- 
dress, given by (fistinguished 
Sene^ese writer Alioune 
Diop, in which he defined 
toe objective and parameters 
of die event He <^ed upon 
Negroes of culture to com- 
bine their efforts, so dot di^ 
may, together, dieir 

pl^ in & fbU flood of their 
people’s historic destiny”. 

Diop called fra a fellow- 
ship wito other pet^es of 
the earth to be^ enrich man- 
kind's inberitaiiee with all 
the posi^ and bertefidal 
cootiilMitioiis that "our esc- 
pericDce, our judgment and 
our sensitivity can ri^itfriUy 
make”. His was a great mes- 
sage, devoid of any note of 
in^ority ra arrogance. In 
die same modest vein. Diop, 
who incidentally visited 
Egypt a munbra^ of times 
through the Afro- Asian Writ- 
ers’ Uuion, ascertained that 
"Western contributions to 
the fonnation of our per- 
soiality remain precious”. 
His plea was merely that the 
enrichmeDt be a two-way, 
mutually beneficial one. 

Watching the Alvin Ail^ 
tomcere, under the leadership 
of their artistic director Ju- 
dito Jamison, those words 
seemed to have come to frui- 
tion. J am not an expert but 
to me, it was quite clear that 
Africa was present in every 
stqp, evety gesture. Rhythm 
is toe distinguishing char- 
acter of African anisic, en- 
dowing it with vitality and 
tife-ffanre. Tbe drum, in this 
perfo n nance. was of the es- 
sence — toe element that 
lent distioctioD to the beat 
and movements. Whether on 
African soil or away from h, 
there can be no doubt that 
Africans are great lovers of 
ihytluiL 

But to place too great an 
emphasis on ihyd im in and 
of itsetf would be to under- 
estimate tbe passion and de- 
votion vested by toe danceis 
in toe interpretation of the 
mnsic. Devotion is indeed 
tbe right word here. For die 
peiformaoce looked more 
like a ritual. The tntensity of 
the footwork, the magic of 
(be music and the afamist re- 
ligious devotion of tbe danc- 
ers made for a p e rfor m ance 
of great, almost my^eal, 
force. It certainly was a per- 
fbnnance diat wiD long be 
remembered. 

Minsi Saad El-Din 


The fdatksisfafp b etween liteiature and peptics — - 
‘ pivotid to At-Zryyat’s politieal activism and 
(snlffic-titeniy oe^iat — fenns die suh^ of Af- 
.i/Oifc iml-frataH (Literature and the Homdand^L a 
vohiBiie devoted to. dte. writer utoo, toiooghoro to 
life -fit'iMvi ftTnfiiT"**^ for new form u l ae fra dte 
.idatfonshm bawwi writing and politics be it 
tfaiDi^ te generaL dteoretied dsnensiao ra as ^ 
pfiedto Kfesaiure and e ritici s m . ^ ‘ 

. Cratamly it ecmesas no s in pri y to find sdxMais, 
in titis vdnnte, tneiti^ crainectioos toween ^ 
&«yst*sn>le in piooeenng women's actw^rndw 
late l94Qs and her Ihraazy ouqiat m te 1960 ^ Nor 
s it yn*Tifi*tng tint tiiQ' diaifld see toe self pECgected 

ro mteroety by Latife AJZayyat m like ^ 

jamtiftufabr (Old Age) and Hamla/ Awi^ 

SkMoiyya (The Seerefa: Pdsonal ftp«) »sberog 
tim toe in tiowt to d or fiom sonp asiii. 
Al-ZayjHt was herself always kronly aware 

rftiteteasroos and incoasasteDcies d wozk mtopo- 

■dtiia, aw« that to own fieedomw mtimatety 

idatedtotoecdlectivedn^eftr»eto 

The leafity m xrineb Latito Al-Ziyyafs 
‘self perfonns a fiee action 

eecBomic, poUtied, bdavKyaal and 
sud are ca|wMe o f dqicrv ng 

te »«fividudy to 


iu>. 


•i-i. 


posonacito Thus, ito action cm ato ^ 

etcent tinted toe dynamic mterachcio pwween w 

^M^and reality. 

AlZayya^ tire critics argie, ton>w ^^ 
akctial triafioodap between necea^fttop^ 


The stuff of experience 

Ibrahim Fafhi reviews LatHa Ai-Zayyat: AI~Adab wai-Watan (Literature and the Homeland), a 
compilation of writings from a conference, convened in 1995, in honour of the writer 


trr 


iW^OKl ftadam). 


and "■ipi'*— fimitatioDs on fine action. Society in- 
structeits da u ^ te ra to caned die sdf — wonan's 
vrace a^ her aMity to act freely — in favour of die 
otto, namely the man. Latito Al-Zayyat, tfarougb 
to s^swazeness, offers tnagfais into te pattern, of 
te oppressed moiber who oppresses her daughter so 
that te vrill be aceqited iw an o p p res s i ve society 
diat wants onty an oppressed woman.- 
Al-Zayyat write *^y motiier (aute me not to act, 
dm to ^leal^ to to'voice. lovaiabty te GCMifiscated 
. my voMC befrne 1 could raise it, bfesed o^ passiv- 
fo smile, fate to betid. ^ taored 
me anadqiped icty nafis. My modier tau^ me to 
pimiirfiati. s^adf in the bdoved so diat I might be^ 
or lafirer diat I cease to be. I leanred. among 
(ter fittogs, to sqipiieas siysdf. It toctic a time 

for roe to fiee myself of my oppressive educatiotL” 
Eariy on, Latito set henelf the (ask of reeieatiiig 
to firo self in toee of dlte accepted wisdom about 
a woman's role in a patriatchal society in tnm op- 

prosed by cofomdism and a reaction^ monaieby. 

Sw ftnhiW** to libenlied peraopality dvoogh a 
' (tetnocratrenatidoatoizioverotoaiaied at liberating 
, sodety. bi addition to ^tto-po{Mlar p^csl ac- 
\tivxsm, wricb^ anstituted, for Latito, a fiee ac^ as 
wdl as a means to rdnvrait hrasdf and to society. ^ 
The freedom affratied by tire creative process, in 
her (qnnioD, is uniqpe, pnailefed onty the firo- 
dom te experiare^ in revedationary public acts. 
Fbc both creativity te public action eng^ one's 
full faculties te emotioDal cqiacities. Pdxt- 
icalwipric.m tins afflae, to a fte of artistic aeathity 
— a on' whidi tire contributors to this par- 


ticular volume modulate. 

In Ibrahim Abdd-Meguid’s opinioa, Latito Ai- 
Zayyat's oovd Al~Bab AUMqfiuh Opes Door) 
suroasses te body of women's writing about man 
as codi tiie lov^ and the (ippreasor. Fra biin, tbe es- 
sence of Al-Zayyal's polhi^ struggle is that sS> 
solute beuity ties in oocustmg with grand concepts, 
not lead tboae of tbe bonreland and its in- 
dependence. 

For Said ELKafiawi Al-Zayyat writes is te coo- 
fteottl mo^ raqir^ing (fe^ concern fra the hu- 
man CQoifitiai while Nimaat El^ebeiri -ac- 
knowlettoes that tbe present geuenition of women 
writers fbUosra in Al-Zayyat's footstqa, oontinuing 
the quest for a redefrnition of both the self and re- 
ality. Hah ^-Badri views Latito Al-Zayyal's Per- 
sonal Pcqm as a oarrati\e that unraveis, throu^ 
die ftter's exqierrences and others', tbe history of 
te oatfooaiist movement in Egypt and people's re- 
iraifyrfiTp vis-e-vis posw te subjugation. 

In te parte of the book that focus oi theory wc 
find echoes firon Al-2toyy8t’8 ecitieal writings, re- 
volving around tbe telectics of tbe literary te the 
p^ticaL 

In his ptqrer, PalestiniaD p<^ Mouiid Bargbouti 
identhSes te drogers inherent in assuming, for te in- 
dividual te iffl^ of a supermarket with a shelf for 
political tores, one for 'womai, anodrer fra econom- 
ies etc. Do concrete compartments s^iarate between 
that part of us that walks in the str^ that bves, 
hte et^ The writer who subjects eerti hides to ques- 
tioiiiii& who conveys te soesn in a whisper sur- 
nvre te txteiooalisn of both te ri^ te the lefe 


as did Latito Al-Zayyat. 

In tbe section beacM Tretito Ai-Zayytf and te 
Politics of WritiD^, Lebanese novefist Elias Kbouri 
insiste that Latito Al-Z^yat’s literaiy wodcs, while 
layfog bare our reality before us, do not preseat aiqr 
preconceived answers but rater constitute a search 
ra quest Heoce tbe generic progression and in- 
novation witixm die corpus of faira work — an effort 
to free tbe Iheiaiy text from clicb6. 

Critic Amina Rartiiid charts Al-Za 3 ^’s itineraiy 
from te ^gispog of te of tbe fauman soul to 
a fbrecastu^ of foture proiuse vdiile tracmg te var- 
ious nanative tecfani(iiie$ Al-Zayyat employed in 
diaries, nremoiis te novels. 

Tbe prison — as an omnipresent leitmotif in Latifa 
Al-Zayyat’s work — foitms te core of Radwa 
Ariiour’s pqier. In Al-Zaj^at’k texts, writes Asbour, 
there is dways iinprisaimeot, be it jdiysical de- 
tention or a psycbologicaL syntelic jailing. Indeed, 
tbe two trindg of inqirisonment may merge and le- 
infrxee one odier, or they nay be antitfaeticak tbe 
psychological tm primnmMit of iUoriOD end iztoillty 
to act can n^ate te will of a free person while the 
most mhinnan {utoott conditi ons can be overcome by 
a detainee's awareness and committsmt In Al- 
Zayyat’s eiqilraalioo of tiie fieedoxn-imprisonn^ 
di(tetomy, Ateur argues, tiie fimctaiiiental im- 
prataoce of toeing up to thbgs is extolled as opposed 
to submission; free will is vindicated as te only al- 
ternative to self imprisraimeot 

In a amtlgr vein Fawztya Mahtan analyses te leit- 
motif of doors — open doors, closed doors, (loors 
ajar; Itoal doras ra metohoricaL The door is at 


once a partition between two incompatible worids 
and the tfareshhotd of a new horizoiL It can be a 
croerins into re «tonpti ou ur perdition. Tbm is te 
(lora (iftbe priscin a^ there is that of narinwi com- 
mittinent, tiiou^ any door, in the end, can be no 
more diao a corridor ra crossiiig-over. 

One of the mterestnig studies inchided in this vol- 
ume is Sarnia Mehrez* ‘’Writing die Homeland 
iriiicfa deals witii the relatiocriiip between nananon 
(to te bomeland. Mehiez atgues that the toneliPKf 
is DO longer a material leatity paxallei to the narrative 
but an tmagiiMry discoucse create by tbe wtiter of 
fiction witiim tiie nsoative. Thus Aid) fiction to its 
role in contribatiag to r epr es en tations of an tmagiaed 
national identic. Mebira etaborates the inqxirtaiit 
role ptayed by ^yytt in writix^ as weU as inis^ssng 
the honiBlaDd which assumes many tooes in her wodc 

— te presentfabsent, te ooUeetmg^dispeisiiig, the 
toir/onirtove, the dreamfrughtmare. 

Intetoingiy, tbe verfume also contains several 
readirigs of a single text, namely Awraq ShaUisiyya 
(Personal Papers), by a number of prominant (xitics 

— Mahmoud El-Alim, Foisa! Dazraj, Sabri Hafez 
and Yassin. El-9uQFbaiii, while Ferial fibaimil con- 
tributes a study of *The Man Who Knew His 
Charge” 

Wtetever aspect of Latiffa Al-Zayyd's worit is 
criticalty spotih, however, a an gle auei g p? — 

te dialect reldioiwhip between Al-Zayyat's in- 
tdlecbial, aesth e tic and piilitical creativity. Latito Al- 
Zayyat's practice was characterised by sin^ilar fea- 
ture — dedication to tbe living experience without 
tolsificatioii, tbe artrculation of tbe specificity of te 
lived without coixtriving spornaneity. fo Zayyat's 
work, eiqierieace is ahv^ subject to discussion aod 
questioning. And as a consequence the cunent vol- 
ume, ably edited by Sayed El-Bahrawi, makes a val- 
uaUe contributiOD to the on-going dailqgue about 
Arab literature and Anb lives. 

Al-Adab wal-Waian (Uterature and te Homeland), 
ed Sayed El-Bahtawl Cairo: Nur and Maikaz Al- 
BxboutfaAl-Anbia,1996 
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As the press and the public were venting their anger at the Olympic team for tailing to get a single 
medal in the Atlanta Olympics, another national team, which few had ever heard about, was in Atlanta, 
breaking world records. In the Paralympic games, Egypfs disabled forced themselves on foe coun- 
try's atterrtion; their triumph not the result of backing, care and sponsorship but in spite of the lack of ft. 
And this seems to sum up the situation of foe disabled in the country — everyday life is a tremendous 
battle. Al-Ahram Weekly looks at the relentless efforts of those who would even out foe odds 
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A special 
one of us 


Rehabilitation is no longer synonymous with 
insitutionafisation as Maris Taciros finds out 


Umm Emad used to run around ibe room, hyster- 
ical, tightly hii gynp her bluO'faced, fiozen son. 
**Evety time he got tii^ fits, I diougbt be was go- 
ing to pass away. 1 was constantly weeping,** said 
Umm Emad. She did not realise tibat Iict son was 
q>ilqmc and mentally retarded until she brought 
fbr a check-up two years ago at tiie Iht^rao^ 
Care Society’s Childhood Di^bOity Project in 
AinHelwan. 

ZnitiaUy, tins diagiiosis seemed to confinn her 
worst fears tiiat be was going to live die rest of his 
life as a burden, with no worthwhile future. Since 
she has been coming to Ain Helwa^ however, her 
attitude towards ber son has radically changed. 
Emad will be starting ptimaiy school this autumn 
— after having spent endless hours learning basic 
drills widi his trained conununity wodser and his 
newly trained mother. 

This is a &r ciy from the days when Umm Emad 
used to go from one doctor to anotiier, desperate to 
find a cure for her sick child. *mie doctors used to 
treat the diarrhea and veuniting and ignore the fits 
and die mental retardedness. I used to teti them 
about it and it was as if I hadn't said a thing.** 

The Ain Helwan project is not a private, ex- 
clusive care fyeUity aimed at serving privil^^ 
children, whose families can afford the cost of its 
services. According to Dr All Sadek. the project’s 
secretary genoaL the Ain Helwan centre was es- 
tablished in 1994 under the auspices of Mrs Su- 
zanne Mubarak's National Integrated Care Society 
project Mrs Mubarak's amnnitment to the im- 
provement of children's quality of life led to a new 
interest in die rights of cmldrra with special needs 
in ^gypt, Sadek explained. 

In hCT capacity as chairperson of the National 
CouQ^ for Childhood and Motherhood, Mrs Su- 
zanne Mubarak assigned a task force in tM late 
eighties to look into the necd& of ciuabicJ ctiiuircc 
repitsenting governmental, noD-gov'cixunentni and 
private oiganisuriuns. Aida Guindi, board member 
of the Integrated Care Socie^ and a former re- 
gional director of UNICEF for Europe and East Af- 
rica, tt‘a.s asl^d to chair the task force. **It was the 
year of the disabled when Mrs Suzanne Mubarak 
was given a rew*ard for her contribution to children 
at large by Rehabilitation International,'* Guindi re- 
called 

She adds, *Tt was clear, however, that Mis Su- 
zanne Mubarak had a vision of her own.” She in- 
itiated a National Task Force of Childhood Di»< 
ability. A three-year-plan was drawn op for ea^ 
intervention, prevention and rehabilitation of dis- 
abled cbildrm. 

A year later, Mrs Suzanne Mubarak assigned ber 
own tqsk force to design a centre fbr the assess- 
ment and refonal of dialed children and paental 
guidance. In 1993, Egypt's only comprehensive as- 
sessment centre was established to ^ north Cairo 
district of ZeitoUD and inaugurated by Mis Mu- 
barak. This centre deals with (fisafaled children in a 
comprdiensive, multi-dis^Unary sppioach that 
sedEs to identify, treat and reh^Uitate children 
widt Averse and multiple disabilities. It also strives 
to raise awareness of the prevemability of As- 
ability whhin the commui^. 

Simultaneously the National Task force drew iqp 
a strategy and plan of operaticn from whicb foe 
Ain Helwan Childhood Disability Project came out 
as a pilot project, to be duplicate and extended in 
the future, liie Ain Helwan project, which now ca- 
ters to nearly 200 Asabled ^dren, was set iqi in 
1994. 

Ain Helwan is a joint project between UNICEF 
and the Integrated Care Society and was also pro- 
vided with techirical assistance by AHED (As- 
sociation for Health and Environment Dev dop- 
meot). Alaa Sbukrallah, consultant for UNIC^, 
pointed out that the Ain Helwan project was mod- 
eled according to *tbe revolutionary concept of 
community-based rehabilitation (C6R).” Ac- 
cofdiflg to UNICEF, community-lMBed re- 
habUitatioQ, **encourages, utilises and buil^ on lo- 
cal resources that inclu^ communities, fonilies 
and the disabled persons themselves.'* 

Practically, it means that rdiabilitation ^uld 
not be synonymous' wiA institutionalisatitm. Nei- 
ther should the treatment of children with special 


needs be limited to special- 
ised mcAcal care. Us^ 
the compr e h ensive in- 
tegrated nuxlel, 80 per cent 
of the resources are in- 
vested in coennunify feefl- 
fties such as primaiy health 
care centres and com- 
munify-based re- 

habilitation centres. The 
remaining 20 per cent of 
foe resources ^ into pro- 
fessional specialised treat- 
ment centres, foe linldng 
fsetor between foe two be- 
ing an assessment centre. 

Accmdingly, the In- 
tegrated CSre Sodefy at 
Ain Helwan aims to m- 
tegrato the child back into 
foe communify with foe 
help of die community it- 
self. Ommunity menfoers 
are recruited and trained to 
identify, detect and address 
cases of dimbilhy in foeir 
community at an early 


MMfcHghttnptheH 
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without fighting under- 
develt^nnenL This requires 
qie^ attention being paid 
to the fundamental problems obstructing foe pro- 
vision of adequate care fiir a child wifo sp^al 
nee^ such as poverfy, housing problems and large 
families. 

For exanqile, a oommuni^ trainer in ^n Helwan 
emphasised the centre on its own can do noth- 
ing without the co<q)eration of the child’s gusAan, 
wUch is usually foe motiier. However, if tire mother 
is in Ragaa's position, with six chfldien, including 
Neveen who is ^Uqitic, and a husband at home 
with a heart conAtion, bow can she aflbnd the time, 
eneigy or money to cater to Neveen 's special needs? 

Setting up small income generating p rojects la one 
way being adtqxed iy tiie Int^rative Gaore Sodety 
in Ain Helwan to break the 
vidous cycle of poverty 
andAsalrility. 

Admittedly, for an in- 
tegrative project to woik, it 
most be IL^ed to otiier na- 
tional institutions and focil- 
ities whidi are accessible 
and able to provide ad- 
equate care. Tfaia is par- 
ticularly the case if its ob- 
jective of raisiag 
awareness witiun tiie cran- 
immity about the nature 
and p reve n t i on of dis- 
abflify is to be adiieved. 

Yet tiie needs of tiie dis- 
abled continue to be dis- 
regarded, even thou^ foe 
Worid Healfo Organisatmo 

(^O) estimates that 10 ChOdra’s^y at~foeAin Helwan centre 
per cent of the population 
in any country is Asabled. 

AccorAng to a survey ccQ- 
ducted ^ the National A COnipi 

Cotmcil for Childbood and si 

Mofoeiliood (NCCM) in 
tire govemorates of Giza, 

Kafr El-Sbeikh and As- 
wan, seven per cent of the 
Egyptian pt^ulation is dis- 
dried The discrepancy be- 
tween foe two figures, ex- Hnmo 

plai^ Ho^ Q-Tahawi, nome 

head of Disafailify Abol- 
ishing Groiqr at NCCM, 
ties in tire defimtion given 
to foe word disabled. 

While foe WHO definition 
includes ragamc diseases 
such as and Jddoey 
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Maaie Hghts np the fives of the 560 yoimg womea who are members ofthei4AiVnrKfy</-/fa>a/fLightand Hope) eeatre's orchestra, conducted by Ahmed Abni-Eid (left)- 
Estdrtislied in 1958, the centre has received anmerous internatioDal bottom and bus branches a5 over Egypt 


problems, NCChirs survey was resmeted to foe dis- 
abilities Meeting the daily activities of tnAviduals. 
lirese are vima! impairm^ blindness, hearing im- 
pairment. deafness, motor dirabilify, spe^h impair- 
ment, dumbness, mental retardation, epilepsy and 
any comibination of these. The perc en tage of severe 
di-^bflHy ranged between two and four, while mild 
and moderate disabilities accounted for roughly 7S 
percental lOper cent respectively of the total dis-' 
abled population. 

The intidence of disability is greater in foe coun- 
ti^side than in urban centers, ‘^although most of the 
duafailities could be easily prevented,** said EI- 
TahawL Infectious diseases continue to be a major 



cause of disability, despite the fact that they would 
be easily avoid^ if immunisation programmes 
were rigorously implemented. Malnutrition of 
mofoeis and babies dso accounts for a high per- 
centage of menially retarded children in E^pt. as 
well as worldwide. UNICEF estimates that 250,000 
childien lose their vision every year from lack of 
Vitamin A and 20 million suStr from mental re- 
tardation related to iodine deficient. 

“Many more bird) defects and lifelong banAcaps 
coAd Ire allevim^ if women received antftnatat 
anH post-natul cafc. Fop instance, during 
delivay, foe chOd may be pull^ in the wrong way, 
or be may suffer from aspfoyxia,** said EI-Tahawi. 

Furtbemioze; 90 per cent of tire dis- 
abOhies that are nAd to moderate, if 
cau^t early, can be treated with a 
minimum of resources. ’’We have to 
be on the look-out for foe wammg 
signs of delays in children’s develop- 
mi-nt We cannot wait until the condi- 
tion is quite advanced before we act 
For example, a chfld who is bom with 
pheDylketimuiia (an inboro malfunc- 
tion in foe child’s metatolism) turns 
his mother's milk ioto poison. This re- 
sults in severe mental reaidation, by- 
peractivify and qiilepsy but can be 


A comprehensive integrated model in 
the area of childhood disabilities 
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prevented if a special milk formula is 
given instead,** e.\plamed Shukrallah. 

Yet acconlmg to Safia MagA, pro- 
fessor of Clinit^ Psychology at Cairo 
Umveisity, there are gaps at all levels 
in the governmental services for the 
Asabled. Generally, the Ministry of 
Healfo is lesponsibie for prevoitioD, 
detection and'OeAcal treatment most- 
ly tiirougb its centres for motherhood 
and childhood, health units and hos- 
pitals. The Ministry of Education is 
responsible fbr special education and 
tiaming, aid foe Ministry of Social 
Afrairs is responsible for foe re- 
habilitation of people wifo special 
needs into the community tfaroi^h its 
social rehabrliCatioa offices, aufseries 
and ’sheltered fectories,* which pro- 
vide work opportunities fbr about 1 42 
people. ’’Only 10 per cent of disabled 
people are catered to, because there 
are not enough facAties, and foe ones 
existing are nor up to standard,” said 
MagA. 

This is due to foe state of frag- 
mentatioD of foe services available. Dr 


Rawia Mustafe, supervisor of the child healfonmt at 
the maternal and child hrelth ptogrammeat foe hfin- 
isiry of Healt^ admitted that doctots are often una- 
ware of existing facilities for children whose needs 
extend beyond meAcal help. This means that parents 
cannot lalre advantage of available facilities, or do so 
too late. 

According to Magcfy, attitudes have changed but 
not enough. *Te^le to address disabiltty from 
the point of view of charify. They felt that foe dis- 
abled are wortiiy of our pity and telp, but then foey 
staried lookfog at them frra a medi^ vienpoii^ 
Ctece that fails, the service wfll become <mce again 
charity.** Both approaches are very limited, said 
Magdi, insisting that unless foe n^bts of tire dis- 
abl(^ are recognisai as human rights, not conces- 
sioDS. little progress will occur. 

Practically, it means that foe Asabled have foe 
ri^t to participate in public life-like any other cst- 
izeo. Participation is syrxmymous wifo integration, 
and in this area. MagA belie ves, t faerc has been con- 
siderable progress made under the direction of lAs 
Mubarak. “Mrs Mubarak suggested that every 
school should have ^recial classes AsaUed difl- 
dren. TlUB would be exeellenL.. Unfortunately up un- 
til DOW, this Ad not materialize.** 

Pubife reluctance to recognise and inqilemeot foe 
ri^its of the disabled as citizens is strong. MagA 
pointed out that according to foe law, disabled peo- 
ple have a five per cent quota for enqiloyment 

GuinA said. **EveD when it is, eoqiloyess have 
ways of gei^g around it For exai^le, fo^ en^lqy 
someone wifo a very minor disabi^, like a Iraqi. 
Or, they enqrloy them, give foem foeir salary and 
them not to come to work. Disabled people- must 
have foe right to feel and sense foeir accoo^fisii' 
ments, like everybody else. They wosk very bari and 
they are productive, foeir acliievenxsits shmild be 
recognised publicly like everybody etse’s.** 

The meAa bas done little to efaan^ this view of. 
foe Asabled. Tts tone is eifoer patromsii^ or one of 
riAcule,” she said, liistead, asserts MagA, ^ media 
should be involved in a general campaign for dis- 
abilify awareness. For instance, it should educate the . 
public on foe hazards of intetixi8izia|e, wfaidi ca^ 
20 per cent of (he cases of disabififyffl chOdretL” 

Article 23 of the Convention on the Ri^us of • 
the Child, whicb was ratified by 176 countries, iur 
cluAog Egypt, stipulates foat, Parties reo--. 

ognise foat a mentally or physically disabled ddld 
should enjoy a fuU and decrent li^ is conAtions 
which ensure promote s^nriianoe and 

facilitate foe child's active participation in the 
commimity.” This has yet to be seen at foe na- 
tional level. 


Strictly SETI 

Train the parent to train the child, an affordable programme 
for children with mental disabiiittes, reports Mariz Tadm 
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Community 
first front 
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Transport 


Half a dozen pre-schoolers are singing, lai^hiug and 
holding hands fbr a ring-round-'^-FOsey game led by 
two trainera. This could be kiodeigarten, excqit 
for the one-way mirror revealing to tiie parents in an 
adjoining roo m wh at their children are doing. 

Welcome to SETT’s pre-sdbool for mentally retarded 
children. Spraal Education and Training Integiation 
Unit, SETI, is a non-profit oiganization set up by CA- 
RITAS to enhance foe life quality of children with 
special needs from the day they are bora until they 
reach adAthood. 

However, unlike many traditumal institutions ca- 
tering for children with special needs, “instead of put- 
ting all the weight on tire education of foe child, we 
concentrate on the training of parents, teachers and 
commonity workets**, eiqilahred N^uib Khouzan, A- 
rector of SETI’s Cairo Centre and professor of EAiea- 
tional Psychology at Ain Shams Umversity. 

Why foe parents? Twenty-year-old Salwa Mohamed. 
mother of 4-year-old Hadeer, can explain. “When Ha- 
deer was bem and diagnosed wifo Down Syndrome, 
my husband and 1 were totally devastated... neither of 
us had any history of dis^ility in our feumlies and rire 
was my child. We both felt Hadeer was odd, tiiat 
she was a singular, hcqreless case. We Adn*t know 
bow to cope wifo it** Four years after Hadeer's birth, 
Salwa arrived at SETI in tears, not knou^ how to 
cope wifo her child. “They told me my child is difier- 
ent but also like any otiier child, tfaat she needs to be 
treated wifo love and patience.” said Mohamed. 

As Mohamed embarked on the training course to 
help her identify and interact wifo Hadeer, the emo- 
ti<»^ lift between them lessened, as well as the strain 
between herself and her husband. “I just Adn't know 
bow to relate to her, ofreo I could not figure out what 
she wanted, she kept on doing things in tire wnmg 
way and 1 on getting mad at her. Janet and Dallal 


A Community 

(the traineis) taught Ra«<aH 

me how to treat Iict, Daseo 

how to get her to do Rehabilitation ◄ 

somefliing. how to 

teach her irew stdlls.** team 

Equally m^ortant is 
the opportunify given 
to bofo Mtfoamed and 
Hadeer to interact 
with others liige them. 

For Mobam^ it was 
the reassurance of 
knowing tiiat she is 
not alone, tfaat there 
are other parents with 

Special School 

raAnaxy needs of her 
child. 

As fi>r Hadeer, 
fore, she used to bite 

and pull other children’s hair, she AAi't know bow to 
relate to foexn. Now, she is mingling quite well wifo 
tire cfaDdreD in her class”. Once Mohammed finishes 
her training sessio^ she will be given a certificate to 
qualify her for training ber daughter, as well as other 
moth^ Not only does Mohamed intend to p ursue her 
training after her daughter transfers out of SETI and 
to a Qiecial school, but she is also considering having 
anotirer child — a possibility that sbe never con- 
sidered after sbe first had Hadeer. 

AooorAng to Janet Samir, head of the femily train- 
ing unit, 75 per cent of tire training Is concentrated on 
the parent, nid tire rest on the ehiid becu^ it is the 
par^ who has to be able to train the chil^on a long- 
term basis. That way tire femily can be independentm 
dealing wifo the qierial needs of their child. “There is 


Special School 


Secondary line I 
of confrontation Primary Health 
► Care Centre 

Assessment ' 

Centre — -..a. 




Riahts now! 




‘Save the handicapped’, says Ei-Tanany, 


renowned artist and disabled rights' lobbyist 



m 4^ 
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no point in os giving two three-hour sessions a week 
if foe child forgets everything by the time be gets 
home. We are here to pass on techniques to parents 
who in apply foem at home... For iostaoce, 
we teach foe child one colour bm and foe parent 
picks up the technine and applies it at home to teach 
the chDd all foe other colours. The results are fester 
and the jrerent becomes the key player in foe progress 
of foe cmld's development” 

At tire end of the 8-montii training period, foe par- 
ent, after ptresisg a IrAe test, is given a certificate 
saying she is fit to train her cluld and other children 
wifo special needs. “Say we' train et^t families and 
each feffliiy sets up its own ^roup of say 10 femilies 
from its neiglfooufoood, that way we have helped 80 
finnilies.*^ 




«va«wM • vtsawsww a oiujo to 

workshop, “Atelier 87”, at foe Worid Trade 
Centre, 1 was transfix^ by foe intricately 
colourfel work. Stained-glass interlaced 
wifo raw black metal was shaped into beau- 
tiful lamp stands, frames and windows. 

An architect by profession, El-Tanany is 
more renowned for her artistic work for 
which foe has received numerous awards 
told prizes. Ei-Tanany walks with a slight 
limp, leanii^ on her stick for support Sbe 
was born with a hip Aslocatioo smd a mus- 
cle defect from ber knee downwards and 
bas been involved in a relentless struggle 
championing tiie rights of the disabled in 
Egypt 

AAct dec ade s of activism, she no op- 
timistic reports on foe required fecilities. 
“Tbere are none, absolutely none*', she la- 
ments. **It is not surprising that you do not 
mwy handic^iped people on the streets 
of Cairo; they are all stuw at home,” sire 
sighed. 

“No ramps in public places. No ramps in 
governmental places. No ranqis in gitv wuM 
or theatres. No ramps in schMls. No ramps 
in umversities. No ranqjs in mosques or 
eburebes. No r amp s in shopping malls. 
Notbing, nothing”, sbe continued. 

“ I can not climb the pavement, it is SO cen- 
timetres high. I don't even rtimic any or- 
dinary person can climb it," sbe said Yet 
two ramps, one at foe begnming and one at 
the end of foe s t re et would solve fois pn^ 
lem. “It's easier for me 1 walk wifo 

a stick, my ha n di cap is not that severe. But 
when 1 see this pavement, I panic. Crossing 
the street is also a problem. Someone wifo a 


bearing p^Iem cannot bear a car comii^^ 
she to^Iained. 

If using pifolic transportatitm is hectic for 
an oiAd^ peraon, it is abnost fbri^dding 
for a disable person, foe added. Fra in- 
stance, “in tire metro they don’t have any 
lifts, so it is out of bounds for a disabled 
peisou In a wbeelcbair. But foey promised 
that tbexe will be iifis in tiie n^ly4»iilt sta- - 
tioDS.” El-Tanany si^gests tbiat four buses 
be especially equipped for the disabl^ 
These would from Tafarir Square in', 

the centre of Cairo to various locations. 
This woAd be no great esqwnse for tiie gov- 
erament, foe aigued. 

The <»ly place properly tailored for tire 
needs of tire disablra is the Opera House be^ 
cause it was built according to die Japan^ 
building code. In co ntras t, the l^ptian 
building code does not hme clauses le- 
garding features for tire disabled. El-Tanany 
was told that this would ebto^ in foe new 
bmlding yet so fer th^ is no in- 
dication of im^vement 

A paxticularly sensitive prfolem for tire - 
Asabled are the public toiler. El-Timaiiy re- 
lates, “A friend of Diiiw ufoo is wheelchair- . 
bound once went to a five^tar hotel fbr a 
wedding. At one point, foe needed to go to 
foe toilet but tiiere was none available for 
the hanAcapped. She had to have three or 
four people helping ber in there. Can you 
unagure foe bumiliatirai and . embank- 
ment?'* 

The lack of iqipro p ri a te facilities is not 
due to tiie feet fodt Egypt is a devek^ung 
couzttiy. Rather, it is tire genera! 

public does not care. 
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Getting 

the 

gold 


Fresh from their recent sue* 
cess in the 1996 Atlanta 
Paralympics, the Egyptian 
national disabled team re- 
turned home with more 
medals than their Olympic 
counterparts could have 
dreamed of — had they won 
even one. Abeer Anwar pro* 
files seven of the eight gold 
medalists on the team 
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SYMBOLS OF 
SUCCESS: 
Presldeat Hosni 
Mabarak 
bonoars 
Ahmed Goma'a 
with a merit 
award (top left) 
as other award 
recipients 
watch. Famous 
for breakiDg 
records, 

Ahmed Antar 
(right) brought 
home a goid 
and broke 
records at the 
Atlanta 
Paralympics. 
Egypt's 
disabled 
athletes have 
attracted 
intemadooal 
attention in 
sports sDcb as 
weightlifting 
(bottom left) 




V. 


No easy feat 

At 1 9, Karima Zald was the youngest member 
of the Egyptian team w4nch went to the 1996 
Atlanta P^ympics. She was, however, also 
^le to win the first gold m^al of the com- 
pethioa Her 26J6 metre t&cus dtrow was 
enoQ^ for the gold and a new Paralympic 
record. 


A native of Alexandria, as a young giil, 
Zaki turned to qpxvts as a means ^ dtm gin g 
the way tbe pea|de around perceived her. But 
tbe (Kw-ofr was even mcnc than she had bar- 
ganm fw. “Before taking sports, Karima' 
was londy and ntdancholy,'’ recalled her eld- 
er Imtber, Fawaz. never wanted to go 
out Bui after a few montiis of training, 
personality began to change and she became 
more outgoing and cbeeriii].” 

Getting to that point, let alone wimung a 
gold in tte ParalyixqHcs, was no ea^ feaL Her 
parents, fearing tbe leacdon (d'tbe neighbours 
to toeir daughter getting involved m sports, 
were less than amenable to dto idea. 

**1 rehictandy agreed to ber beguudng train< 
iofe" said her iadier. 

Once she began, however, tboe was no 
stopi^ Zald. “At fiis^ 1 practised with 
friends who were not d^abl^ mainly be> 
cause I didn’t know friat there were congted- 
tions exclusively for (fisdjled athletes.'* said 
Zald. Her consistently stroog p erfbon ao ces 
caught the attentkm of her cMdi, Hidiam 
Hamdi, who fteo encouraged her to par- 
ticipate in nadoDBl discus linowing coinped- 
tions. Motivated by Hamdi and her ac- 
conylishmeats, Zald went on to win first 
place in tbe 1995 Natkaal Championships 
and, that same year, joined the natkmal 
abM team. 

Alcmg widt her eveT^increaai^ self- 
coofidem, being a dedicated athlete has 
helped her with ha disability. As a diild, Zaki 
had fallen victim to infimtile paralysis, an af- 
fliction which left her left 1^ five centimeoes 
shorter than her right one. 

“Tbe tzaimng has helped nairow the differ- 
ence in length between my to only 3 cen- 
timetres,” ^ said. 


Against the odds 

Hailing from Alexandria, Mervat El- 
Sayed grew iq> in a poor family in the 
city's Kannooz .district From the start, 
El-Sayed faced an uphill batde, not 
only due to her disability and her fami- 
ly’s povM^, but also because of the 
constraints of tradition. Her father, a 
conservative Upper Egyptian, was 
staunchly oppos^ to his dau^ter tak- 
ing up sports and joining a club. How- 
ever, her steadfast detenninadon to not 
only excel but overcome all obstacles 
was pivotal in enabling her to prevail 
on ha father to acquiesce and to gamer 
a series of medals throughout hCT ath- 
letic career. During tbe Atlanta Par- 
alympics, El-Sayed won a gold in the 
sM-put, an event which she entered re- 
luctantly, and a silver in the discus. At 
tbe competition, she also shattered the 
previous world recoid in tbe shot put 

“A key frictor which served to sway 
my fatiier’s opimon was dial Karima 
rZaki], who was at the time my neigb- 
b^, would be training widi roe,” said 
El-Sayed. “We are both very similar, 
even in tbe way we are disabled. She 
also has one leg shortR- than tbe other." 

Ahhougb she finally managed to get 
her fedier's approval to begin training 
serimisly, El-Sayed harboured doubts 
that be would allow her to travel, 
should the (^jportuniiy arise. The op- 
portunrty came sooner than both of 
tiira had reaDy anticipated. Her father, 
already impre^ed by her previous ac- 
complishments, was thrilled wi± the 
news that his daughter bad been chosen 
to repre s e n t Egypt in Atlanta. “He was 
particularly delighted when he saw me 
on television,” she said. “.And. even 
CTiticism by members of die femily 
about his decision to 1^ me travel did 
not faze him. Now, he's the one who 
encourages me to practice and get 
ready for tbe Paralympics in Sydney in 
the year ^)00.” 


Golden record 

A 26-year-old bailing fiom the Sbarqiya Govemorate, Zakia Ab- 
del-Rabman walked away from Atlanta with a gold medal and a 
new world record in the javelin. She also won tbe silver in tbe 
shot put, making her one of tbe three Egyptians wiio captored tbe 
first three spots in that event. 

Still new to the world of sports. Abdel-E^ahman began training 
at tbe age of 24, afiicr watchmg her neighbour, and now teammate, 
Sobeir EI-Komi, practise despite her disability. In Ef-Komi. she 
found tbe source of inspiration she needed to get involved in 
sports. Training together, Abdel-Rahman began taking part in sev- 
eral coTDperitions held in Cairo, but only if EI-Koml was also tak- 
ing Her family and neighbours, though poor, did their best to 
provide her with both tbe moral and material sujipon she needed 
to excel. Abdel-Rahman was quick to convert support into a 
collection of medals from various national and ioteinatioDal 
ebampionsbips. as well as a spot on the national team, which she 
joined last year. • - .. .. 

”1 love sports for the sake of sports — and the medals, of 
course," she joked. “Wianing makes me feel that I am rendering 
my country a service, it also makes me feel like I'm not dis- 
abled." 


Heroic strength 

Known by his fiiends and family as Antar Ibn Shadad, a leg- 
endary Arab hero from tbe pre-Islamic period, the 27-yeai-oId 
Ahm^ Antar is famous for breakiDg records. Moreover, it's a 
reputation he is proud of. especially since be has broken a record 
in every comp^tion he has entered. During the Atlanta Par- 
alympics. bis 13.91 metre shot pul was enough to earn him a gold 
and set a new Paralympic rcconl He also won a bronze in tbe dis- 
cus and another bronze in the Javelin. 

‘in any competition, it is not enough for me to simply win the 
gold." said Antar. “1 have to break a record." To aid him in reach- 
ing this goal, be trains uith a shot pul used by noo-d'sabled ath- 
letes — one which is two kiiograms heavier than those used by 
disabled athletes. 

Another standard part of bis training programme is his job. 
“Since the age of 14, I’ve worked as a smith in my father’s work- 
shop," he said. “The work was interesting, but more importantly, 
lifting all that iron and steel helped me build up my strength.” 
Antar joined tbe national team in 1994 after be was able to 
break tbe national record during his first national competition. 

“I turned to sports because I felt there was no need to be 
ashamed of my disability." said Antar. “I wanted to show every- 
one bow I could overcome it. In this way, I hoped tltat it would 
cl^ge people’s attitude towards the disabled." 


Will to succeed 

As another one of the national 
team's shining stars during tbe At- 
lanta Paralympics, .Ahmed 
Goma'a was able to shatter the 
previous Paralympic weightlifting 
record in the under-36kg category 
with a clear 1 2.5kg margin. .Along 
with tbe new record, and tbe gold 
medaL he was given the nick- 
narae. tbe Egyptian Bobka. Bobka 
was a Ukrainian pole vauiter who 
also broke several world records. 
In tbe 1988 Paralympics in Seoul, 
Goma’a won tbe in the 
weightlifting competition and set a 
new world recora. In 1990. he 
broke Ac world record in the 
Worid CharapioDShips held in 
France, and also set a new record 
in tbe 1991 World Champion- 
ships. 

(^ma'a mtnoducUon into the 
world of spmts differs from that of 
his teammates. For tbe 2^year-old 
weigbtlifter. sports was something 
he took up. at tbe recommendation 
of his friends, to kill the itoredom 
and loneliness be was feeling. 

“I wanted to do something that 
was exciting and required 
strength, but which I would love 
— I chose weightlifting." he re- 
called. ‘The first time I went to 
practice with my club’s team, the 
ofilciais made fun of me, saying 1 
wouldn’t be able to lift the weights 
because my leg is paralysed." But 
instead of being daunt^ by their 
ridicule, Goma'a turned it into the 
driving force behind his will to 
succeed and to prove that age-old 
adage, mind over matter. 

His success has attracted the at- 
tention of France’s Handicapped 
Federation, but despite a lucrative 
offer. Goma'a refused to leave 
Eg>-pi. 


Miracle athlete 

Sediq was tbe only Egyptian sprinter competing in tbe Paralympics. 
Setting a new Paralympic record in the event, be won tbe gold in the 
400m and two bronze medals in the 100 and 200m sprints. 

A 27-year-old oxy-acetylene w’elder Alexanc^a, Sediq got in- 
volved with sports when be was 20. mainly as a result of his love for 
football, which he played constantly with his friends. Impressed by his . 
speed, they encouraged him to begin a serious training programme. Al- 
most half-heartedly, and not expecting too much, Sediq began his 
training and quickly found hims elf on tbe 1991 national ha^capped 
team. 

During the Barcelona Paralympics. Sediq was able to win tbe bronze 
medal, despite the fact that his leg was broken. His determination 
earned him tbe title ’the miracle athlete.* 

In 1992. he set a new record in the 400ta sprint in the World Cham- 
pionship in Errand. 

explained that he prefers to train with non-disabled athletes. 
‘Training with them gives me on incentive to do my best and ay to 
bear them.” be noted. “During the training. 1 forget about my disability 
and- strive to challenge myself as much as I challenge them." 


3 tuimibSlng on success 

Like the rest of his teammates, Khairy was not only a medalist but 
also a record breaker. During the Paralympics, he won the gold in the 
discus with a record-breaking 5 1 . 1 2m throw, and a silver in toe javelin. - 

.And. like his other teammates, Khairy stumbled on his success in a . 
way that was somewhat accidental. c5ne of toe pioneers of handi- 
capped athletics in Suez, where be lives, Khaiiy began trainiag wito-- 
two of his friends after hearing of toe achievements realised by dis- 
abled Egyptian atoletes in imernaiional competitions. When be fii^ got ■ 
involved in toe field events, Kfaaity was a goalie on the Suez club’s 
disabled handball team. Howe\'er. his mounting interest in toe javelin. . 
shot put and discus events, coupled wito his record-breaking per- 
formances in these events during several competitions, encouraged 
him to leave handball and pursue these events full-time. 

During toe Barcelona Paralympics in 1992, he set a new world 
record in toe javelin, but strong competition from a Nigerian athlete 
cost him toe gold during toe Atlanta games. His record, however, still 
stands. 

The truly motivating factor for Khaiiy during toe Atlanta Par- 
alympics was toe arrog^'e of an Israeli competitor. The Israeli athlete 
told Khaiiy that be felt toat winning toe goid would be easy in toe dis- ' 
cus. Irked, and more than a little irate by this statement. Khairy set out 
to make sure toat toe Israeli ate his wor^. 

"I felt like I was going once again to fight in toe October 1973 War, - 
and I wanted to teach him a lesson." said toe 27-year-old athlete. “I 
did." 


Can we play too? 

Although physically disabled athletes are allotted very 
limited lunding for sports, and the mentally disabled 
fare even worse, Giban Shahine finds out that a new 
day is dawning following Atlanta 


Walid Soleiman, a 9-year-old mentally retarded child, 
haf^ly nisJtes to catch up wito his fellows in their eveiy- 
other-day acetic classes. In a lam stadium at the Al- 
Shaans Chib, a group of 20 ment^y disabled member- 
children gatoer exext^y around their coach. In a circle, 
they repeat bis movements, take turns laacting (he group, 
assist each other and a^^laud after every play. (>a the 
sidelines toefr parents watch, contented wito the progress 
of ibeir ofT-spring. 

“Walid has improved significandy since he joined toe 
sports classes about a memto and a half ago,” says Sobeir 
Baiakat, a housewife and Walid’s mother. “Before this be 
lived in utter seclusion. Sports seem to have done won- 
ders for he is much more sociable and less ag- 
gressive.” 

The “wonders", however, are fimhed to the few for- 
tunate members of toe Al-Shams Spwting Club. Al- 
Shams is the only sporting cltto nationwide that offers 
classes for tbe meni^ dimbled. ‘^Before toese classes 
began in 1992, our'children had nowhere to says the 
fao^ of a 27-year-old mentally disabled ^ in toe club. 

Makarem Mahmoud, a member of Al-Shams and the 
motoer of a disabled child, pioneered toe idea of 
classes for the mentally disabled From escperieoces with 
ha OW'D child, Mahmoud strongly believed that sports 
could help the mentally disabled, providing an outlet ibr 
tbeir excess energy. de^retately tried to institute tte 
idea in olber sporting clubs, but -witooirt results. “The di- 
rectors of most sporting clubs mocked the ide^ coi^ 
sideling it a stigma to have training for r^arded children,” 
Mahmoud said sadly. - 

‘There is not a single chib, decent public school or 
youth centre offering activities fer the mentally relaided 
anywhere,” ir ompiain* Fadia Abdel-Rahman, an engineer 
and a mother of an 8-year-old disabled girl ‘The mmtally 
disabled, like any other citizen, arc eotitled to a decent 
life. Thev should at least have one qwts centre where 
they can' receive training from professionals," she cor- 

tinued. , _ 

Officials at the Supreme Council for Youto and Sports 
admit the council is not giving toe mentally disabM piop- 
cr attention. Budget, they claim, is the main impediment 
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Al-ShaDis Club’s special sports class 


“Tbe mentally dis- 
abled usually need 
special care and high- 
ly spedalUed coaches 
both of wUch are un- 
available and very ex- 
pensive” explained 
Samir Arafat, head of 
toe ^XKts for All De- 
partment at toe Su- 
prane CkruDcil for 
Youto and Sports. 

The ;toysicany dis- 
abled slightly better wito regard to sports. They have 
become toe focus of media, social and govemmenial at- 
tention, Ibllowiog tbe overwhelaung success achieved by 
the national team in .Atlanta this year. 

Earlier this month, President Hosni Mubarak honoured 
toe team, while tbe bead of toe Supreme Council for 
Youto ai^ Sports, Abdel-Mooeim Emara, suggested con- 
stnicthm of an approximately LES miDion sf^alised 
sports facility for physically disabled athletes. 

TTie disabled team members, however, claim this is toe 
first time they have received any national attention, dc- 
^ite all their previous adiievements in intipnadonal 
sporting events. The reason, they suggest, is tbe feilure of 
the national team in Atlanta this year. 

The lack of awareness, most disabled athletes agra, 
translated into general apatoy tou’ard sports for toe' tos- 
abled. Despite toe feet that there are 40 ^recialised clubs 
wito a membership of 6.000 disabled nationwide, toe At- 
lanta Paralympic athletes insist that toese clubs arc gener- 
ally under-equipped to train s spons professional. High- 
quaihy equiinneDt, professional coachn and fecilities arc 
severely lackmg in most of tfa^ chibs. 

Lock of fundmg seems to be the main problem for di- 
rectors of the disttoled-spK'ialised clubs. 

“Our annual budget is limited to LE3,0Q0. This will not 
pay for the qiecial equipment wc need or toe high salaries 
of professional coaches.” maintains Salab Abdel-Salam, 
the secretary-general of a ^>^aiised club affiliated wito 
toe Institute of Poliomyelitis in fanbaba, a Cairo suburb. 


Most of toe 40 specialised clubs do not have toeir oud 
premises. They occupy parts of youto centres which allot 
only about sLx to eight hours a week to training for toe 
disabled. Almost all large sporting clubs do not have any 
classes for toe disabled 

'This means we don't have a swimming pool to train 
disabled swimmers." complains Sherif Habib, a swim- 
ming coach- '‘I have four medal-winning disabled swim- 
mers whose records I have to improve using the swim- 
ming pool of toe Police .Academy. Furthermore, like me. 
most people coaciiing toe disabled have to use their com- 
mon sense, as there exists no place in Egv'pt where we can 
get proper training in this field" 

The Union for Disabled .Atbleies receives funding from 
toe Supreme Council for Youto and Sports, where o(- 
ficials insist they give as much as toeir budget uill allow. 

“The problem of funding is on its way to being solved," 
assures Arafat The success of toe national team for the 
disabled in Atlanta has motivated all official bodies to 
give toe team end all disabled athletes more attention. 

In addition to tbe new specialised sports centre for tbe 
disabled, toe government is also considering upgrading al- 
ready c.\istiPg specialised clubs. 

“Mor? disabled people nave decided to come out of se- 
clusion. They show an interest in sports and many have 
come to enroll in our clubs." boasts Abdel-Salam. “Of- 
ficials are haprpy to see this improvement and intend to in- 
crease our funding. It realiy seems a new day is dawning 
for toe disabled." 


A lonesome world 

Negative attitudes towards the disabled are preventing 
many of them from leading the active lives they are ca- 
pable of, as Amany Abdel-Moneim diS(X)vers 


Official estimates place toe number of dis- 
abled in Egypt at around five million, or 
around eight per cent of toe population. 
According to World Health Organisation 
statistics. 10 per cent of the world’s pop- 
ulation arc disabled 

Some of Egypt's disabled have been 
very successful in different fields. Others, 
particularly those from poor families, are 
deprived of their most basic rights and arc 
denied a proper cbance to be integrated 
mto soci^'. They want society to ac- 
knowledge their right to work instead of 
just pitymg them, mid demand access to 
better services and facilities. 

“People should be more focused on in- 
tegrating toe disabled into society." said 
Nadia. 29. who was afflicted by polio 
when she was three years old. She believes 
toat many people, whether they have good 
or bad mtentions. hurt toe feelings of dis- 
abled people. “VMien 1 try to get on a mini- 
bus in toe middle of crowds, 'people try to 
help me. I often lose my balance and trip 
over, then foil on toe street with a deep 
feeling of shame, anger and helplessness." 
Nadia said. ’Td prefer to be on my own 
rather than people helping me ulih such a 
look of pit>‘ in toeir eyes.” 

What angers disabled persons most is 
toe genera! public's insistence on iso- 
lating them. Sbahira, 13. says, “I love mu- 
sic very much and one of my unfulfilled 
dreams is to sing in our school concerts. 
“But our teacher would never choose a 

girl with a leg brace to be in toe school 
choir." 

Social misconceptions about toe dis- 
abled and lack of public awareness about 
toeir needs and concerns were toe main 
theme of a svinposium held recently at toe 
National Library. “We have to increase 


people's awareness, which would help r 
change the ocyative attitudes among pol- 
icymakers. the disabled, toeir families and 
toe public in generaL" said Yousry Abdel- " 
Mobsen, a professor of psychiatry at Cairo •] 
University. He argued that people should 
realise that disability is something natural 
which everyone must accqrt. 

Unfortunately, many of the people who '* 
bare to deal with toe disabled are not pro- • 
fessionally qualified. “They usually treat - 
them oversyrapatoetically or mock them. ' 
In my opinion both would drive die dis- •- 
abied to depression." said Latife El- '^ 
• Gamal. a consultant at Behmen Hospital.' 
“Increasing the knowledge and skills of • 
service providers and professionals, in ad- ' 
dition to developing better means of of- . 
fering low-cost faciliues to toe poor, are . 
needed." she added. 

“I hate to be treated differently,” said < 
Salwo. 24. who was handicapped by polio 
and works as a cleric at AI-Mabarra Hos- : 
pital. “I am used to acting normally and 
neglecting my disability. I even do all the • 

domestic chores like any normal person." 

“Disability never stopp^ me from be- ' 
coming an African champion in athletics,” 
said Sarnia Youssef, 32. She is an ad- ' 
ministrativc specialist at Ain Shams Uni- 
versity Ho^i^ and a renowned athlete as • . 
well. Sarnia has to her credit five medals " 
which she won in local tournaments, and 
she represented Egypt in die A^'can 
Championships of 1991. *; 

Female disabled persons often ha\>e to •/ 
bear tbe brunt of huraniation above and ■ 
beyond what toeir male coumerparis fa ce . 

In many sectors of society it is fell that ' 
disabled women are not entitied to love 
and be loved and are undesirable as wives 
of normal men. 
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MINISTRY of Tourism has allocated S3 
milUoD to promote Egyi^ od the American mar> 
ket in a bid to improve what i$ stiU considered a 
weak maiket. “The funds will go toward ad- 
veitisemeDts on and local TV stations, 

promotions in major US new^Mpers, including 
The Washwffon Post ood San Francisco 
Chrmiicle and a egwyaig n in American travel 
magaTifws" explain^ Mamdouh EI-Beltagui, 
minister of tourism. 

The total number of US tourists who came to 
Egypt in 1995 was 154,851. In the first half of 
1996. 1Q6.OD0 Americans have traveOed here. 
This figure is expected to rise to 200,000 by the 
end of the year. 


A CAMPAIGN has been launched m Japan as 
part of an effort to increase the numberof 
anese tourists travelling to Egypt “EgyptAir is 
expanding hs fU^its fiw three to four a week, 
and negotiations are under way between Egyp- 
tian and Japanese oificiais to tegjn operating 
JAL flights between the two countries again," 
said Mamdouh El-Beltagui, minister of tourism. 

W ew flights 

TWO weekly flights are now operamm between 
Kuwait and Hutghada. The number ofArab 
tourists from the Gulf area is expected to in- 
crease by 25,000 before die end of die year. 


A NEW coastal road extending for 75km from 
Damietta to Kafr El-Sheikh is nearly finished. It 
is due to open by the end of October. 

The project is part of a three-year plan to con- 
nect ei^ govemotaies along the northern coast 
from Maxsa Matroub throi^ Alexandria, Da- 
mietts and Port Said, to R^h. The new road is 
esqiected to encourage tourism along the north- 
ern coast 

L uxor developments 


WORK on three new internatiaial arrival and 
departure balls at Luxor Airport is nearly fin- 
ished. Due to open by October, the halls were 
built ata cost of LE200,000 to accommodate 
the inoeased flow of passengers. 

In addition, LE 1 million has been allocated to 
upgrade the docking focilities in Luxor winch 
will extend for 2.7km alo^ die Nile Coraiche. 
A new staircase, along with water, electricity 
and telephone lines will be installed The pos- 
sibility ^ extending the dock foe a distance of 
4 .2lctn, thereby enabling it to accommodate up 
to 32 Nile cruisers, is a&> being considered. 

T ouring artefacts 

ONE hundred and diirty-two Coptic artefacts 
are cmraitly on di^lay in Genn^. “Egypt.. 
Treasures finm die Desert; Coptic Ait," was in- 
augurated in mid-June as part of a year-long 
travellfog exhibition vriiidi will tour several Eu- 
ropean cities, induing Munich and Vienna. 
Ofoer items included in die exhibitioo have 
been bonuwed frmn the Louvre and Berlin mu- 
seums. 

S audi-Sharm link 

A NEW ferry is now operating between Shatm 
El-Sheikh and the Saudi haiboiB' of Daba. The 
Joumey takes eight hours and serves primarily 
Saud passengers travelling to the Sinai, Suez 
Canal cides and Cairo. 

M arine museum 

YOUSSEF Pasha Kamal's palace in 
Alexandria’s Stanley Bay section of the 
Cortiiche is going to be converted into a 
marine museum- It will display 62 objects 
currently being restored and documented 
by the Supreme Council of Antiquities 
(SCA). 

The artefacts represent dififorent eras of 
shipping in Egypt from Pbaraoiuc times to 
the present One of the most important 
objects is a statue weighing almost 2S 
tons, showing Isis, goddess of the sea, 
with sailors. The statue will be placed on a 
Ito-hi^ base, overlooking the sea. 


Ea¥PTRm 
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The last of Tutankhamnn's treasures were removed from his tomb in 1932; his replica tomb (right) shows the objects as they -were on the day of tbdr discovery 


photo: Kh^ed EI-Fk^ 


Dreaming of Alexander 

Two great characters in history have captured the imagination of Hassan Ragab. Rehab Saad describes his projects to recreate great moments 


The Tomb of Tutankhamun, as it was when dis- an island. We overcame that problem by con- 

covered by Howard Carter in 1922, no longer ex- stnicting the tosfo two-stories. Tourists begin 

ists. Its treasures are in the Egyptian Museum, and their tour on the second fovel where they gee a 

apart from one sarcophagus, the tomb is complete- brief history of the tomb before entering the gently 

ly emp^. Hassan R^gab, however, construct^ the downward sloping reconstructed sbafl to the en- 

. very first rephea tomb in Egypt: Tutankhamun’s trance of the replica. We have managed to create 

tomb in the Pbaraanic Village in Giza. It opened in the atmosphere of a real tomb, bursting with tieas- 

1992. ure piled in oKnplete cmzfusion." 

The of the project encouraged Ragab to Furthermore, foe large number of tourist groups 

turn his vision to another great historic figure: Al- vishix^ foe tomb at one time caused coDgesdon 
exander the Great “For four years 
I have studied everything written 
by hianrians and travellers about 
foe era in which he lived,“ Ragab 
said. He added chat although dim 
is a Graeco-Roman museum b 
Alexandria and numerous ar- 
cb^logjcal sites that date' back 
to the Graeco-Roman period, Al- 
exander’s Alexandria no longer 
exists. visualise reoeatiqg foe 
ci^ be founded," he said. 

R^ab is determined foat eveiy- 
tfamg should be as accurate as b- 
formatian will allow. He learned a 
great deal from his experience 
wifo his first project the r^lica 
tomb of the boy-king Tu- 
tankhamuiL “There we studied foe 
position of olgects found b the 
tomb from photos taken during its 

excavaticKL, items displayed at the Alexandcn’ mDsenm wfll recapture his era 
Egyirtian Museum and de- 

scr^tbns of the tomb written b books, especially problems. “We solved foil 
foe one by Howard Carter himsdC," Ragab said. cmridor around foe chamb 

He stressed that buiklbg a replica was not u allowing to pass fo 

easy job. It cost hbi $3 milUon and he faced many er," be said, 
difficulties tiybg to create an exact replica, “b the The success of this prqj< 
actual tomb, one must descend 16 ^eps bto foe b- build ofoer replicas of Tut 
ner chmbeis. At foe Pharaonic Village we could US. There is one b foe Lu 
not dig into foe bedrock because foe vUlage is on Nevada, another at Bush C 
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problems. “We solved this problem by buildmg a 
cmridor around foe chamber of foe tomb, foer^ 
allowing ^ups to pass through one after foe ofo- 
er, " be said. 

The success of this project encouraged Ra^ to 
build ofoer replicas of Tutankhamun’s tomb b the 
US. There is one b foe Luxor Hotel b Las Vegas, 
Nevada, another at Bush Gardens b Tampa, Flor- 


ida, a third unddr constnicdon b Memphis, 
Tennessee, “b ray opbion, a replica tomb could 
bterest more tourists m visiting the Valley of foe 
Kings. When people see the replica tomb of Tur 
tMftifhmim they become anxious to witness foe real 
tfamg," be said. 

When he approached the task of recreating foe 
world of foe warrior .Alexander the Great, Ragab 
by having his artists make replicas of the 
weapons and s hield's usbg existing photos and 
portiaits as models. He also recreated areas of old 
Alexandria m his museum at foe Ragab Papyrus b- 
stitme m Dokki. “The historical heartland of Alex- 
andria lies b one of the poorest districts of the 
dry. We want to recreate it as it was b its hey- 
(by,** Ragab said. “We have already worked for 
three years to finish the first stage of the project, 
and it will oke another three to complete it," he 
continued. 

A hfllboard describbg the life of Alexander foe 
and the Ptolemaic dynasty b Alexandria, as 
well as a huge map of the empire he created, will 
be foe first thbg a visitor sees upon entering foe 
replica. Among the important items displayed will 
be a replica of the wanrior’s sarcophagus, now re- 

sidbg b Istanbul, along wifo weap- — .... 

ons. shields, armour, war chariots. ■ ■ 

the huge catapults designed to flmg 1^ 

rocks at castle walls and even models I I 

of the horses be used b battle. “One 
of the most bteresting features will Buses 
^ a miniature model of old Alex- m^m 
andria. This will bclude foe great 
Eastern Harbour and the fa^us Ea 

Uj^itbouse both of which no kmga «ptrat 

exist, and most importantly, mini- Saper jet 
ature models of foe library and foe 
museum of Alexandria as described 
by Strabo." Ragab said. Btaa mvd 

Through oil paintings and mosaics, Hur^ho 

foe visitor will be able to view Al- '72-4»3. 


exander foe Great's life from birth to deafo. One of; 

painting s will portray a young Alexander being /. ' 
given the horse “Bucephalus“ by his fofoer. This • 
horse became his fovouiite and accompanied him , 
on all his navels and expeditions. Aziofoer huge 
mosaic will show the baltle of Issiis m 333& 
vriien Alexander's anny faced fbe Peirian. Rii^' 
Darius. 

“I also plan another panorama b the museom . 
showbg Alexander choosing foe she for his 
iterranean capital and cultural centre, and <&- i ■. ' 
cussing foe details of its construction wifo his ax^C^.' 
chitect," said Ragab. 

“Od^ pictures will demonstrate the r e spect wifo 
which AJaander tieabd his captive The vishnr. 
will round off foe tour by seeing a portrait of ' 
on his death bed wifo bis devotees sur- 
roundbg him and Idssbg his hands,** Ragd> ex- . 
plabed. 

Ragab insisted that things wpn*t end here. *T 
dream of building the whole vill^ of Alexbxfaia 
b Ptolemaic style, including replicas of Al- 
exander’s saicopha^ and the library of Alex- 
andria." 

He has a way of making his dreams come tnie. 
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Hawks in tombs 

A mummified hawk cemetery has been found 
in the Delta, as described by Sherine Nasr 


The dzscoveiy of several bimdted mummified Irinis b Tel Abu 
Yassin, □orthe^ of the dty of Zagwriq b foe Sb^iya Govein- 
orate, has aroused consideiable btoest. Not only is it foe largest 
sacred hawk ceme te ry ever found, but h is also evident foat foe 
birds were bterred by the wealthy as well as foe p(m. 

“focavations^ldsd five Jong rows of mud ^'ck tombs where 
hawks, wrapped b white linen, were discovered,** said Hisham El- 
Hefiiawi, an archaeologist who has worked at foe site since IS>M. 
He described the wails of foe tombs as divided bio niches where 
foe sacred birds were buried b one of two ways: “Some were 
mummified and placed b Ihnestone sarcophagi, while ofoets were 
placed dnectly bto foe nicbe." said EI-HefiiawL He went on to ex- 
plab that b (rtber tombs, iuraits were buried one on top of the oti^ 
wifo a layer of sand separating eadi row. “This bdicates foat the ce- 
metery was used by bofo upper and lower class people,*' be con- 
tinued. Hawks' eggs were ato mummiflal cove^ b linen and 
kept ia clay pots. 

Tbe toote are believed to date back to tbe 30fo Dynasty (rough- 
ly 300BC). BO eia whidi witnessed a growing trend towa^ an- 
imal-woisbip. “Different birds and animaig were worshipped as 
gods b different areas. Tbe hawk, tbe a nimal ref^eseDtation of 
HoTus tbe sky-god, was foe god of Tel Abu Yassb. Horus was ai yp 
closely associated wifo cult centres b Upper Egypt, most notably 
at tbe Temple of Horus at Ed^ a famous tourist site," explab^ 
El-HefoawL 

in hU role as Horus of Bebdet, a town b tbe Delta, “Horus was 
worshipped as Ra during tbe mideby hours, when the was at its 
highest, because foe hawk was considered foe strongest bird," said 
Abdet-Halim Rizk, direemr general of Lower Egypt Antiquities. 
“Ancient Egyptians believed foat keepipg a living ^anbol of foe 
god b tfaeir homes would guarantee them good luck and security. 
This explams why an entire cemetery was set aside for their buri- 
als." Some of tbe unearthed hawks were wearing gold tunics. 

Impressive though foe discovery was. spirits were somewhat 
dampened by tbe poor state'b wbicb many of die birds were 
found. “Most of tbe mummified remains were badly affected by 
high hunudity and imderground water," said EI-HefiiawL “Some 
of them literally dismtegrated immediately upon exposure to sun- 
lighL" “Evdi foe tombs were partially damaged," be 
foeir vaulted ceilings crumbling because irrigatiDD water bad 
seeped into ibeni." 

Tbe discovery of the bawk cemetery is but one of tbe many find- 
bgs b this ar^ Tel Abu Yassb is a lell (sandy hill) covering an 
area of ap Troximately 20 feddans. There are three strata of burial 
cbambeia. 'Tbe^first cootcans humans, foe second hawks and the 
fond ib is bu ds," said Ei-Hefriawi. Eariier excavations, about 20 
metres from tlK new site, disclosed nine granite sarcojfoagi con- 
talmng mummified ibises. “Also, a lai^ mummified bull the 
tools used for mummification were found b one of these sar- 
copbagi,r be added. 

AichaeoJogists workfog on foe site ore confident that they will 
uneardi more relics. “The mam s t r e e t s b the tell have already be^ 
excavated. More objects will certainly be found as more bouses are 
removed and excavation continues," stated El-Hcfriawi. 
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Serrkes alaatsi every haffhaarjrom 
SJOam to lOpm.Jrom Tahrir, (Aen 
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VIP trdn; Service 8an.Tidieaflra 
doss LB32 with a meal; LE22 vddiaat 
amed. 
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Zamalek and CQnrtractors kept Egypt's hopes 
alive In the Continental Cup Championships last 
weekend, advicing to the ^mifinals (^the cornpeti- 
tions. Asomiigha reports - ^ 


Bardy a week 3-1 defieat.ovd. 

Ragaa of Mocooco to -wm tbe Aoi> 

LeagSO* -Pii p^ y j iii Ml ^ l mA ~ 

Contractors .nsbo^ ID. aiK>dier:i^ 
menf of tind jdt>l!klioa^as fims e^. 
dxatedm^ wedc^.qdaUfica^^ ^ 
sooi-fiEBla of tte Afiiem Cbnqpiofis.Ciq> . 
mdOip TOmeraCiy reqie c livcly^- - 
Inaiepi^of fteiptdnoosw^BgaioiK : 
tfae .vietnDs weie .two Maoiccan: chihs. 
ZanBl&- mgnagda. to hold' ^ Mdcoas 
.team (G^M) to a. 2 ^ dtai^~«4iile AtA 
Contiacitats; beat JFalii Ubion 1-0 m 

Curo. Both matcbes the senmd leg 
of -the qoaite^finsd'intedies. 

1^-Zamddc defeat' CODM ^ in Cai- 
ro and'Ai^ cdotoetims FUS. te.'a 
^)eless draw in Morom. 

•Mdmas and Falh Unku.chdM ace oot, 
bo^ aa the goe^ its not over'tQI 
the fat la^ smga Hie two .eouDtci« are 
set .to batde fx sapMoaiey trace again' 
next mooto n^.finr the 19^ 

Afiican Cqp ofNatio^ ipa]|5er. 

-The-. rihatnpiftna . Cup ih' *• «*»*- 

notions ~2-2 -draw in.^Rabat fbr' a^icii 
Zanialdc coach Keter ' Werner deserves 
fidl ccecfiL He sucoeiided in instOImg con- ' 
fideoee and- disc^line to Zamaldc, re- 
duced to 10 iben-in the 8 fh nuniite of ^ 

^ half ;Zamalefc*s chance erf* sorviving 
the remannng 82 was Aawnfrng - 

and the Moroccans' tooted m 

tfa^ abQiiy to massicie oppwiq tt 
before toe final whistle. But 7^m»iA- 
proved ito it. doesn't mndt matter bea^ 
one man down in ibotoail, as lii^ toowed- : 
to^ mil to fight on no matter toe dreum- 
stances. ' ^ 

•Tbe xefeee*s 8 to nuouie dednon to 
give Zamatok's Ahmed Kite a red card . 
vns imdiar siace toe iocideac took place 
tor fiom whm toe ball was on piiy. It 
was prostptfidlfy a MtKoccaa player who 
was seeofwiito^ on toe gross dose to 
file Ixnc His team mate^ accQsii^ Kass of 
foul play, odled irto flie artmtioo of die 
referee. Afoga briefconsaltaticra witotoe 
Knwmnan, foc canfbsed referee delzvoced 
his judgment winch bec&ne a blessnig m 

rlTwgnkf! far ygnMl A 

- CX)DM, iirantiiig a victoKy at all co^ 
took ton adv^itage and piled era toe pnes- 
sore. Zamaldc. responded by qiplyiiig a 


mime defensive strategy and hardly played 
beyond toe nddfidd, tel^^ on 

rare counter attacks. . 

Ihe pKBssuro intensified and in toe 27to 

- nmnite, toe Morocc an s got toe first goal 
dmragh Youssef AL-Mnitob. 

Ab^ two niriT ntea Jstia, io tocficst ms- 
jor xndye. ator'Quasi .SanTs miss earlier 
on, Z«mal«ifc*s Tarek Mustato fired into 
■ tite net at close rac^ for toe equaliser: 

. . Knowtog'fiiat more.go^ were needed 
-to^secure a ..victory/ toe Moroccans at- 
tadeed rntoiessly: liidr exotioDS paid off 
as they todc a 2-1 lead fiuough toe efforts 
.of Abddlah Befbslai befiiae toe fartek. 

. Payare d tor another gnidlmg 4S min- 
utes, WemoU instenedons were taken on 
board by Zamaldc who stood fim against 
determined attacks. A counter tnove came 
m .toe 38to mmnte' as Ayman Mansour 
collected a fine pass fiom Mdiamed Sabd 
and gfcwwmerf it into toe net to levd.at 2 - 2 . 
TawttiA not only ended C^M's C 19 
campaign bnt a^ won toe hearts of toe 
Moroccan fens; 

- In, toe Ciq> Winners Ciq>, Arab Gonirac- 
tds needed only a goal' to advance to toe 
next stage and tfa^ did jnst that Mo- 
faamed Onda's powofirl -gpwmdef fiom 

.Abdel-Sater Safari's effort pfodneod toe 
gosl of toe match in die llto-mioute 
vtonto seoned toe Cootractros' a soni- 
finalbeito. 

- For toe Cbanmons Cnp g^nifinal^ Zam- 
al^ will meet ^ Sfirziea of 'Ibnisia aixl 
Arab Cootractors plays Cackra of Came- 
roon in toe Wimiezs Cqi. Both teams are 
op cmirse - to. rekindle past memories. 
Zamalek won toe. Qtaoqrions CIq^ in boto 
1984 and 1993. The Codrutota, in toiur 

tnm hnrrte toe ^lOntUZl Qqi ID 

1982 and 1983. . 

Meanwiul^ toe premier league went on 
htafaM <m 20 Septeirtocr, in its seveaxto 
week.and is set to resume on 10 October. 
The short taeak is bting taken to allow 
toe. imticwkl te am , oh a tes-tory trainirig 
tour in France, to prqnre for te Afiicsa 
>fotions Ctqp and World Ciq> qaafifier 
- At toe tr» df toe league table is Zam- 
sJdr with 1 J points in fiw matches. Ismar- 
li is in second place wito 14 points fiom 
seven matches and Atensnta is truing be- 
tdnd wito I3:pcnfiis from me matches. 



Five-aside qualifications 

EGYPT met Zimbabwe Wedoesd^ in toe openmg of the African 
five-Bside soccer qualifications ^ toe indoor ibotoall worid 
efaampionsh^ to be bold in Sjpain next November. Egypt is fac- 
ing toe qualincatioo which nw include five Afiican temrs; 23m- 
Zaire, Ghsia, SrwnalM and ^ypt Aootiier four Ifiams 
have witbdro^ fiom toe event; South Afiica, Namitna, Swaa- 
land, and Gambia. 

All matches which will be played in a orte-round league, are to 
take place in the Main Hall of die Cairo Stadium indoor complex. 


League standing 


Club 

P 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

Zamalek 

5 

5 

- 

- 

11 

2 

15 

Ismaili 

7 

4 

2 

1 

11 

7 

14 

Mansura 

6 

4 

1 

1 

14 

7 

13 

Qena 

6 

4 

1 

1 

9 

3 

13 

I. Osman 

6 

4 

1 

1 

8 

6 

13 

I. AJex 

7 

3 

2 

2 

9 

7 

11 

Masri 

6 

2 

3 

1 

9 

7 

9 

Ahti 

4 

2 

2 

- 

6 

4 

8 

Shebin 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

G.MehaUa 

7 

1 

3 

3 

9 

11 

6 

A. Contractors 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

5 

Aswan 

6 

1 

2 

3 

7 

13 

5 

Suez 

6 

1 

1 

4 

4 

9 

4 

Mariekh 

7 

1 

- 

6 

11 

18 

3 

Kroum 

6 

I 

- 

5 

7 

IS 

3 

AJumiouzs 

7 

• 

2 

5 

8 

12 

2 


A Contractors player banli off an oppoaeut 


photo: AbfM-Aza Et-tSmr 


1 Schedule of the fixtures 

Pate 

Match 

Kick off 

25.09.1996 

Opening ceremony 

20.15 


Egypt vs. Zimbabwe 

21.00 


flhjwm vs. Zaire 

22.15 

26.09.1996 

Zaire vs. Somalia 

IS. 30 


Egypt vs. Ghana 

20.15 

27.09.96 

Zimbabwe vs. f«ha«ia> 

1830 


E. Somalia vs. Egypt 

20.15 

28.09.1996 

Rest 


29.09.1996 

Zaire vs. Zimbabwe 

18.00 


Ghana vs. Somalia 

1920 

30.09.1996 

Zimbabwe vs. Somalia 

18.00 


Egypt vs. Zaire 

19.15 


Fists Of fury 


Instead of a medal, Egypt’s Mahmoud Shalabi returned from the 3rd African Tae Kwon Do Championship with a 
broken ami, courtesy of the tournament’s coaches, referees and martial artists. Eman Abd o l l W o ot i reports 


The scene was more zeminisceot of a B-grade 
knng fo film than a continental tae kwoo do diam- 
pkradiip;-fise were fiyii^ roundhouse kkks were 
apleoior and te>oitsinanshq>.w8s oat of toe window. 
And the Egyptian national tee kwon do team, after 
■fendii^ off a wave of hostile Afiican caaqktitors,. 
withdrew fiom..the 3rd: Afiican tae Kwon. Do 
Chammonshfi), held last wedc in South Afiica. 

At fi^ -^ance toe se eds of disermteDt were 
sown mafiily as a result of.a skewed 3-1 dectsiem 
by xeforees dunog a 'semi-final match bteweeu; 
Egypt's Msfamoiid Shslabi and a martial artist 
fiom Lesotoo. At the end of toe mteh, toe Korean 
xefeiee. npreseiking Ub>^ awarded toe maidi to 
;tiie Basotho ai^ in so dom^ ioczto^ toe ire of 
Shalai^-vtoo zapped <^lus lum (ch» p^) and 
threw itte the floor in finscraD^ The learon be- 
hind Shalsbi’s aitgei', assert* ^yptuin national 
team official^ v^ toat he had obvioa^ won tbe 
I mat^ but tite leferto p m po^y teveiaed the 
I scores to fevour' toe Basodio. 

''Shalabi is toe one who scored the toree pmnts/’ 
said Amc £haity« mangg er of 'toe' national team.* 
i 'The siniMnsiBg^eg was that before toe Egyptian 
f dele^oo'chald ante a move, ifac rest of tiie re- 


ferees started beating Shalabi up and, within sec- 
00 ^ were joined ^ toe rest of toe teams and 
tiadr coaefaea." Shal^t emoged from toe brow! 
wito a broken aim wldle team coach Fai^ El- 
Ematy walked awqy wito some cuts and bruises. 

But die roots of die problem run much deqier 
thm diis incideot, ai]gue- Egyptian officials. Given 
die way dmt evecytbing was blown completely out 
of laoportion and got so out of hand, it's obvious 
that tom was.a crmspitacy brewing aa the part of 
die odier i^ten ooiuitiies to get Eo^pt out of the 
cdnqietitkn croiqiletBly, said Moetm Bahar, jnes- 
ident of toe Eg^rtian Tae Kwon Do Federuon. 
To that end they may have succeeded. Eg^ not 
0 ^ vntodeew fiom the oo n yetitioo, but is con- 
adeiing not competing in any fiiture Afiicau tae 
kwon do diampionktaips. 

*Tt was clear fiom day one, when we arrived in 
Sooth that diere was a cooteirat^ against 

^ypt,”^ saidEl<£mary. They put us vq> in a place 
one and a half hours away fi^ the conqiedtioo 
she, and finding buses to lake us to the touna- 
ment was e x tre m dy difOcoft." 

“Moreover, whenever we asked toe orgaiurii^ 
;<xraim i ttee about anything, they said they didn't 


know,” be added 

Wbrt really cemented tbe issue of referee cred- 
ibility, or lack thereof!, however, was the fact that 
toe scoring was done manually even though com- 
puter scoring was av^able. The re fer e e s reftised 
to use the scoring conqniten provided by toe Af- 
rican Federation, altooi^h they were tiamed to use 
them four days ^fore the coi^titioQ began,” not- 
ed Khaiiy. “Of course, tiiis casts a large shadow of 
doi^ over tiie referees' cr^hility.” 

According to toe team membm, these charges 
are by no means exaggerated. It was apparent, said 
the Egyptian martia] artists, that tbe referees had it 
out for them from day one, but because the first 
few Egyptian conqiethors won their first fights via 
Imockouts, tboe was no room for score manipula- 
tioxL Shalabi, aationa] team officials allege, was 
not so lucky. 

' Tt is very easy to cheat in mamiwl scoring be- 
cause you do not know wtuch move resulted in a 
point until tbe end of tbe match.” explained 
Khahy. “But with the cosqiatere, points are reg- 
istered instandy, allowing you to see which tech- 
nique led to a point” 

'According to team oScials, there te more ev- 


idence to indicate that foul play was ar band. Al- 
though toe referees were Korean, toey still have to 
answer to the federations of toe African countries 
they represent And, in the case of Shalabi’s 
match, two of tbe fonr referees were Koreans rep- 
resendng Libya, a team Shalabi was to squw off 
a^znst in toe final. Consequently, it was nnp|CT- 
ative that be be knocked out of the running dining 
toe semi-finals. 

' ”lt is only natural that a player might contest a 
referee's decisiou — it happens all die time;” said 
Khairy. “And while Shalabi tiiould not have lost 
his temp er in tins way, there is absolutely no jus- 
tification for tbe referees* actions — that was just 
too much.” 

Any lingering doubts that Egyptian officials 
were mairing a mountain out of a mole InU were 
shattered on tbe second day of the competition, 
when another fight almost broke out and die mem- 
bers of toe Afiican teams be^ shouting, “Leave, 
leave.” Following this incident, toe Egyptian The 
Kwon Do Federation witodrew tbe team fiom tbe 
competition, fearing for toe safety of die com- 
petitors. Tbe remaining African countries distrib- 
uted toe medals won \ty Egypt amon^ them- 


selves. 

“None of toe remaining 13 countries won toe 
championship,” said Sayed Khashaba, head.of tbe 
Afiican Tae Kwon Do Fedetation. This [cham- 
pionship] was a force in every sense of the 
word.” 

Accoidmg to Intematioiial Tae Kwon ; 

Do Federation (TTF) officials attended toe chan>- 
pionship and saw ^lat h^ipoied. Egypt, he said, 
will file a complaint with tbe ITF about tbe in- 
cidenL | 

As a result of Egypt's wididiawal fitrai die com- 
petition and toe subsequent distribution of medals, 
no one country emerged as tbe winner of the emn- 
petition. 

Following the conclusion of toe conqietition, a 
meetiiro was held to decide who will host toe 
4th Amcan Tae Kwon Do Chanqrionship, and 
bids were submitted by Tunisia and Ghana. 
Gtraite, however, neither sent a team during the 
3rd A^can Cbanqiionship, nor presented any 
evidence of having the necessary focilities in 
which to bold toe toumamenL As a result, the 
unanimous decision was that Tunisia would host 
the competition. 



Open and shut 

The Gezira Squash Open ended last Friday with the 
worid’s number one player Jansher Khan dominating 


L. Afci«iHu.^Mi«'nii j<i««iw>»gii«aiilaviMagfaas-^iirtfaitheGeriraOpen 


phetfo: $$iah ibmMm 


The Geziia Squash Open witnessed a tfarill- 
ing encounter between world-ranked num- 
ber one Jansher Khan and number two Rod- 
ney Eyles, Eman Abdel-Moeti reports. 
Wito 3,000 EB^tian fons watching Khan, 
in a superb pemnnance, avenged his defeat 
by Eyles in toe Hong Kong Open last 
montii. It was a game of e x perience and 
skill which ended in Khan's 3-0 victory. 

Tbe Egyptian national team’s performance 
was also spectacular with toe pfoyers great- 
ly improved since Al-Ahram Op^ Egypt's 
premiCT squash stars — Ahmed Fai^, C^nar 
B-Bre^ossy, Amii W^h and Ahi^ Bar 
rada displayed their best for the fons in tbe 
main draw. 

Althou gh Faizy, competing against' Paki- 
stan’s Zubair Jah^ and On^ El-BroQossy 
playing against Rodney Eyles were knocked 
out in the first round there was much stiU to 
come. 

Amir VJ agih and Ahmed Banda provided 
heavy drama as they met in the second 
round in an intense game between coach 
and pupil. The qractators were divided; 
toose for Barade agai^ those who cheered 
Wagih. As the game intensified a fight be- 
tween excited fons was sairowly averted in 
the stands as Baxada proceeded ti> trounce 
his coadi 3-0. Wito what assuredly were 
mixed emotions Wagih, in a scene to bring 
tears to toe eyes of the most hardened in- 


dividual, declared the obvious — that Ba- 
rada had played the better game. Barada io 
turn expressed his gratitude to Wagih who 
had trained him since he was eight years 
old. 

World-ranked 13tii, Barada toen met Jan- 
sher Khan in toe quarter-final in a game 
witnessed by 3,500 spectators — toe laxg- 
est number in squash history. The en- 
toutiasm of the fons bad its effect on Ba- 
lada, keen to score his first victocy over tiic 
worid's top player, while Jansher appeared 
a little sh^ at toe beginning of te fiiA 
match. In contrast to te lata Jansl»r and 
Eyles confionlation in toe final, Barada’s 
match wito Jansher was a test of endurance 
and experience. 

In sec^ eogagemeiit with tbe woild 
number one, even as it was evident that be 
would lose, Barada refused to give Jansher 
en Msy victory as he displayed his de- 
teEmmation to win at least one game. The 
3,500 loyal fons cheered as he eam^ hi«i 
first win de^ite his 3-1 match defeat 

In recognition of Egypt's success in or- 
ganlsi^ squa^ conqratitions most of the 
pazticipatiog squash stars announced toeir 
intention to return fbr next y^'s Gezira 
Open and fr»- toe Heliopolis Open as welL 

^ Edited by Inas Mazhar 
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Fahmi Mikhail: 

Drawing 
the fourth 
dimension 

Since he burst onto the scientific 
scene with a truly big bang, he's had 
Newton somersaulting in his grave 



im: 
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'This means — there must be a creator!*' The im- 
pulsive speaker was a young Egyptian studying 
for his doctorate. The same fei^-eat believer later 
dedicated bis life's work to further applications of 
Einstein's tbeoiy of general relativiQF. Fahmi Mi- 
khail has succeeded in defining the practical ap- 
plications of Einstein's theory of general relativity 
— without leaving his inich by the wayside. 

'Tn 1949, 1 was studying for my doctorate in the 
mathematics of reJadvIiy with W H McCrea of the 
University of London. Professor McCrea, was be- 
ing conferred the fellowsUp of the Royal Societjft 
That day. I listened, attentively to discussions of a 
new theory known as the theory of the continuous 
creation of matter. The theory, formulated by two 
world-renbwoed scientists. Bondy and Gold, es- 
tablishes that the number of galaxies in the uni- 
verse has a constant statistic^ density. In other 
words, gala.\ies are constant in number despite the 
expansion of the universe. Discussion of ^e the- 
ory proceeded thus: if we posit that the universe is 
in a state of expansion, then it logically follows 
that certain galaxies will be lost, and others creat- 
ed from 'nothing'. The statement provoked the ob- 
jecUon of a participant, who indignantly asked: 
‘Whal does this mean, creation from nothing?' I 
found myself replying; *lt means there is a crea- 
tor’.’' 

McCrea wrote of Mikhail: "His field equatioas 
concerning a generalised field theory of relativity 
represent t^ most general and natural mod- 
iflcadon of general relativity which can be applied 
to all purposes." 

]| should be noted that after the appearance of 
his theory of general relativity in 1^9. Einstein 
himself tried to modiiy it in the forties to ac- 
commodate all natural phenomena, but attained no 
definite results except in tbe case of ^vity. Other 
renowned machematidans and physidsts (among 
them Schrodinger in 1949) und<^ook experiments 
for the same purpose Iwi were unsuccessfiiL NG- 



kban obtained definite results in 1961. 

Mikhail’s name is not immediately recognisable 
to non-speciaiisL His work spesks for itself, 
and be abhors publici^. Since he became ac- 
qummed with the ibeoiy of relativity, in 19S0, be 
has studied it tbotou^ly, gradually mastering iL 
He describes it as a theory which has progressed 
slowly, unlike quantum cbeories whidi have — no 
pun intended — made leaps and bounds. 

His contributions to his field continued on- 
Lnterrupted to the mid-nineties. Two J^anese sci- 
entists, Takeshi Shrafugi and Kenji Hayashi, have 
now established the foundations for a new unified 
theory of relativity. 'Their worit was based on the 
results I had achieved many years before, so wbat 
more recognition do 1 need?" He needs no official 
pomp to confirm this knowlec^. 

Mikhail was bom on 1 January, 1921 in Kafi- 
Al-Sheikh to a middle-class funily. His out- 
standing academic record ensured him a free ed- 
ucation. His fodier died when be was in his fiisr 
year of secondary school, and young Mikhail de- 
cided to quit school and work for a living. His un- 
cle, however, insisted that the bright remain 
in school. In the second year of secondaiy school 
in Tanta, he obtained fiill marks in bis mid-year 
exams in algebra, geometry and natural hisfoty. 
The headmaster went to meet a iugh official in tte 
Minisoy of Education, and asked that the young 
prodigy be exempted from having to pay school 
fees. But the official explained that such a priv- 
ilege was granted only to those students who came 
ont on top at the end of the school year. **$0 this 
became my goal, and 1 did come out on top at tbe 
end of the year, which ensured me exemption 
fiom school fees during the following two years." 
He finished twenty-ihiiti overall in fus final year, 
and was granted another scholarship. 

His fim choice was (0 study engineeriag. He 
had averaged 75 per cent on the secondary school 
certificate — a figure which may seem mediocre 
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today when compared with averages that soar to 
102 per cent, but which nonethel^ placed him 
first overall in die Govemocate of Mansuia). Jfis 
finaocially straitened conditions had not abated, 
and he hoped to be exenqited firom tnition fees 
again. His hopes were daslud, however, when the 
Swiss dean of die faculty explained that full ex- 
emption was granted only to the first two final 
places, the tfairo paying half fees. "As I sal in Q- 
Ezbekiya Garden s lamentiiig my luck, I met a man 
from my village who opened new tdstas of Ik^. 
He suggested that I enroll in the Faculty of 
ence. since a ten ponnd tonus was granted for dis- 
tinction in any subject. I joined the faculty in 
1937-3S. There were 7S students in all, 21 of ns in 
freshmen in the mathematics department Our 
ranks thinn ed until only three of os remained at 
graduation." 

Tbe tearhing staff in the thirties was basically 
British. All Musbarafa Pasha was the first Egyp- 
tian head of the Mathematics Department and later 
dean of tbe Faculty of Science. He was a brilliant 
scholar, distinguish in tbe field of applied math- 
ematics, but not so in relativi^, and had never in 
his life encountered Einstein’s dieones. Applied 
mathematics was a totally new science at the time. 
When Mikhail graduated in 1941, he could not 
find a job, and joined a teachers’ trmning institnte 
m qualify as a science teacher. He found a 
teaching job at Ras El-lln school in Alexandria, 
and got married. When the war ended, a fellow- 
ship system fix smdy abroad was sec up, but mly 
for university instructors. Mikhail’s dreams of 
studying abroad mddenly became reality when die 
fellowship system began to admit graduates of 
teadiing institutes. In 1946. he applied to study 
for a master’s degree in education — *:thoagh aU 
along 1 yearned &> study relativity, which had fas- 
cinaiedme," 

IBs passion for relativity has grown unabated 
fifty years. Here, in die modest office on the 
fourth floor of the Fa- 
culty of Science build- 
ing, shared with four 
other professors, be pre- 
pares to initiate bis sm- 
den;s to its secrets; the 
difTerence between geo- 
L magsB iqiedal relativ- 

■ ■ W-im gyj onmed field ifae- 

^ oty and tbe 

aduevemeots of New- 
' ttm and Eiosteia. There 

are four cheap>^wooden 
desks; the room is bare, 
foe walls colourless, the 
old floming scarred by 
the heavy tread of thou- 
sands of students. Not a 
curtain, not a plant, 
an old, scratched black- 
board (no longer black) 
and some chalk. 

Going to England in 
1947, he did not stndy 


educatioxu but wrote both his master’s thesis and 
his doctoral dissertation on the applications of the 
theory of relativity. Upon his reoirn. he joined the 
staff at the Faculty of Science, in 1965 to was ap- 
pointed bead of die M^ematics Department, then 
from 1971 to '74 served as \ice-dean of the fo- 
culty. In 1974. to went to Iraq where he lau^c 
matbemaiics, and nus vice-deau of tire Technical 
Military Institnte. Since 1981. he has been a pro- 
fessor of emerims. 

^nstmn established a new law to explain gravity 
instead of tbe mverse square law introduced by 
Newton to explain the movement of tbe planets 
around the sun. Newton had established tiuu the 
orbits of the planets in space are stable. In 1843, a 
French scientist discovered that the orbit of Mer- 
cury was not stable in space. There was no pos- 
sible means to expl^ the reason for this by ap- 
plying classical mechanics. It was not until 
Einstein explained this contradictioa cfaraugb rel- 
aiiviiv. But at foe beginning, relativity could only 
explain phenomena which depended on tbe grav- 
itational field. It did not succe^ in describing phe- 
nomena related to electromagnetism, a failure 
which Einstein aHminM in 1929. 

"In 1950. I went to a book shop in London 
where books were sold quite cheap. I liked the 
book shop not only for its books, but for the ex- 
cellent heating system as well. As 1 was flipping 
tfarot^ the brol^ I found a pamphlet which cost 
only six peimies. It proved to be the turning point 
in my scientific life. Tbe study was entitled ‘A 
Simplified Foon of Einstein's Relativity* by LM 
Clvita, ihe famons scientist who bad cau^t Ein- 
stem tensor calculus. The theory was simplified by 
the use of the tetrad space method. 1 set myself to 
analyse the findings, but found they were all in- 
correct. I foerefixe applied foe tetrad space mefood 
myself, and arrived at other results. Since 1950, 
my findings have been foe basis for any researcher 
using foe tetrad space mefood." 

Tbe non-mathematician will find references to 
general and special relativity confusing, to say the 
leasL Requests to explain bring a glitter to Mi- 
khail’s eyes. The teacher in him leaps to foe fore. 
Colleagues describe him as foe best pe^n to go 
to if oac is lost in the maze of relativity's in- 
tricacies. 

"Relativity does not start with Einstein. French 
philosopher Henri Poincarre held a conference in 
1904, a year before Knstem, to announce his dis- 
covery of foe theory of special relativity. Poin- 
carre called for a recoosideratioa of foe fhnda- 
mental principles of mechanics. Along foe same 
lines, Einstein developed foe principle of the de- 
nial of foe absolute. He argued that there was no 
absolute movement — only relative." 

Newton bad been aware of this concept when to 
posited the existence of a certain fictitious body *ui 
tbe depths of tbe oniverse to which tbe speed of 
any body is related. "Hnstein put these scattered 
notions in order and established his theory of spe- 
cial relativity (which pertains to gravity only). In 
simple rerms, spedal relativity deals wnfo flat 
space. General relativity, on the other hand, deals 


with accelerated relative motion caused ^ tto:. 
presence of a field force. For this reason, Einstem.*, 
was both a genius and a fortunate man, since to* ' 
bad many predecessors who had already psepaied 
foe way for him." . “ 

When Onstein moved K) foe LTS, to tried to de- 
velop a theory that would explain all [foyac^ pto^ • 
aomena. Special reianvity proved inadequate ro*: 
explain anything beyond gravity. A 
theory was needed. Einstein’s endeavours to de- 
velop such a theory in 1945-47 failed. The mafo^ . 
ematical solution proposed by Mikhail' in bis doc- . 
total diss'ertotion of 1950. and in his later | 
publications, have substantially contributed to die, 
foeoretical solution of foe cootradktitm between' 
general relativity, where bodies ate not electn^' 
magnetically charged, and the unified field, where . 
bodies are. 

When to returned to Egypt in 1952, Mikfoail- 
told bfs colleagues chat, if Einstein bad lived to 
see his solution, to would have been very pleased.' 
"When foe chairman of the university hea^ what 
I had said, he was critical and would not listen to- 
me defend my ideas. Since that day, I learned nev- 
er to expound my views except to my closest col-', 
leagues versed in these matters." ' - 

Yet the rarefied air Mikhail breafoes, out foeto> 
in the cosmos, has not made him oblivious to foe. 
mundane problems of pupils struggling with foeir : 
simple equations. He spent thirty years writmg' 
mathematics textbooks for schools. "I have alwa^: 
aimed at d^eioping the maxhematical mental aini- . ' 
ities of the student, to teach him to foink sd-. 
entifically. Tbe aim of education is to devde^.tbe 
ability to think critically rather than the ability to 
leam by p^ively receiving what is dictated." He 
is disappointed wifo foe new maihematics books, 
which are not written with the aim of estabUstting 
a scientific mefood based on definitions. , foe as- ' 
sumption of premises and truths, and tbe deriva- : 
tion of laws and foeories. Tbe scientific method ' 
consists of exercises for building min^ capable d£ 
application and Of purely speculative thou^L 
*lius system has long been forgeaten, "and the ex- / 
amination system is an added calamity." His ed-' 
ucational method can be summed up fons: T am 
not after forming 'clever' students, but only star - 
dents wifo ‘scientific’ mlDds." 

It was question time. When else does a math- 
ematical amateor have the oppornuiity of hearing! .' 
what the fourth dimension re^y is? Tliere were to'., 
be no clear-cut answers, foou^ When the s«i^ . ! 
question was posed to him in a Celeviskm infor-' '' 
view, he repli^' “It may be possible to <^w a - 
lusion, bat it is impossible to draw the fonrfo di- • 
mension!" 


Profile by Ragi HaRm 

Corrector): ^eph(Aograph 
accompanying the proRte of Robert Mabro 
last week was t^ren by Khaled El-Fkp 
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SALES AND RESERVATION: 575 88 99 

A business man travelling does not have a minute tu lose. 

At Charles de Gaulle 2 everything has been done to make your trip 
easier; precise signs to show you foe way. Air France hostesses to 
offer help and information at the transfer desk and to meet you as 
you step off foe plane. All in all, it's a far more relaxing way to travel. 

Sales & Reser\’ation; 575 88 99 

You will always have a reason to fly Air France,- 





▼ Our my own famous photographer 
Kaoda Shutli does not believe.in rush- 
ing tidily when it comes to tymg to knoL 
She bellies in ^ewting at tto heginning 
and tto be^nning is tto reading of her.^- 
iha which took place last week during a 
fomily gafoering. She and the lucky 
groom, photogr^iher Tom (Kazim) 
Hartwdl exchanged 
rings then sipped tto tr^- 
tk}^ shartat, which was 
mutated according to 
Randa’s secret recipe. A 
krve potion, if you ask 
me, Ity tto look on Tom’s 
face. Randa is in no hur- 
ry to plan for the secemd 
stqx her eiigqgement party 
but we already know that 
she and Tom want a sum- 
mer wedding. Tm glad 
they are giving roe ad- 
vance warning and wtoiig h 
time CO design that ador- 
able little number I shall 
be wearing at foe wed- 
ding. Randa is actually 
qmte tsJeen by tto mad 
pink chiffon I have care- 
. rally chosen for the occa- 
sion. 1 wonder who will 
b$ taking pictures on tto 
wedding-day! 


4 F6r those of you whose 
Alma Mater is AUC like 
me, you must have heard 
chat die Century Cotn- 
mitcee meetings have been 
taldiig place last week. 
Well, tb^ meetings were 
not (Hily hard worit, as 
you may have guessed, 
they included a great din- 
ner at Le Pasha Roating 
Restaorant m ito most 


pleasantly relaxing atmosphere. While 
floating away in the company of Am- 
bassador Herman Eflts, AUC Trustee. 
Dr Amr Abdel-Ebimd, dean of tto 
schocH of Science aiul Engineeriiig , Lub- 
na AMd-fisimidL Dr Omiald McDo- 
nald. AUC presid^t, MrAttaDah Wah- 
ba and my dear Mends Maiy Iskaodar, 




director of Alumni and Dnstee AS^s 
Office and Mounir Doss, I rimhght foac 'it ' v .^ ' 
was really uplifting to fosenss tbe firthife ' !' 
of AUC and its rol^ iq Egy^ v 

and tto Middle East or any otiter topic fbc- ' - -? 
that rnatter in such an enchanting settiiig. . 

4 And guess nfoat is happening now to nty ...-I.. .' 

good Mi^ Shmtf. , . 
Ddawar? He is shoci^ - . 
ly to become foe Hon- . 
waty Consul of India- 
in /Qexandtia, as well : ' 
as remaining a prom-:..'-'- 
inent businessman' 
the Alexaiidria ,;Bnsi- - 
nessman AssoctoioB. 

HE Eanwail SbaL L.'.'' 
ambassador of India, 
will be delivering foe;^ -t';~ 
official papers - ; 

firming foe qipointT..r.v ! 
mem shortly. Ma- 
tsouk.Shm1fl 


# Well dears, I wan^ 
ed' you to be the &st 
to know. I am once : 
mme off to Paris to at- ' 
tend foe vemurage.of 
my dear, de^'-mt^d. 
Adly tti^nali 
whose exhibitioo .wU}! 
open on the first Oc^ 
tober at tto Egyptian 
Cultncal Centre, z- As 
you may -— or.may not ' 
KDOw^l onii.a great 
fan of Adly’s aquar 
relies andof coiiiK I 
adore Paris in. die au-.^ 
toffui. It is so mndi - 


photo: StSah Omar 


ToptAmbassadoor 
Herman 'EQfs, 

Dr Amr 

Abdef-Bamid, 

Lubna 

Abdel-Hamid* 

Dr Donald 
McDonald «nd 
Mary Iskandar 
Bottom: Randa 
and Tom (Karim) 


than the* lyringtifiie !.- ~. 

So. dears; a tris :bir \z- ^ 1 
entoL 




